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PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


§>  LIBRARY 

\ 6 APR  1966  |? 


Mr.  Alderman  A.  J.  Makepeace,  J.P.,  L.D.S.,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C  S , Vice-Chairman. 
The  Mayor  (Mr.  Alderman  W.  Hewitt,  j.P.) 

The  Deputy  Mayor  (Mr.  Alderman  W.  H.  Grant,  J.P.) 
Mr.  Alderman  W.  Lee,  J.P.  (the  late). 

Miss  Councillor  A.  Arnold. 

Mr.  Councillor  A.  H.  Barnacle,  O.B.E. 

Mr.  Councillor  F.  A.  Collington,  M.R.C.S. 

Mr.  Councillor  T.  E.  Friswell. 

Mr.  Councillor  F.  J.  Hanson. 

Mr.  Councillor  W.  Ivens. 

Mr.  Councillor  H.  Mander. 
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Ai^/with  tnc  addition  of  Mrs.  H.  A.  Collington, 
(The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee). 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Tuberculosis  Officer 


Assistant  Tuberculosis 
Officers 


- XE.  H.  Snell,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 


- JJ.  McG.  Williams, m.d. , \ 

D.P.H. 

1 (R.  French,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  t 

B.A.  Camb.,  d.p.h. 

-1 *'  R.  J.  CYRIAX,  M.d.  Brux., 


Jointly  for 
Coventry  and 
Warwick- 
shire. 


D.P.H. 


Public  Analysts 

Veterinary  Inspector  - 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 


i A.  Bostock  Hill,  m.d.,  d.p.h.  j Part 

iW.  T.  Rigby,  f.i.c.  (time. 

- William  Dale,  m.r.c.v.s.  (Part  time). 
W.  H.  Clarke.* 


Sanitary  Inspectors 


W.  Martin.*  || 
W.  Beaumont.*  || 


The  Officers  before  whose  names  the  mark  1 appears  are  those  towards 
whose  salaries  a contribution  has  been  made  from  Exchequer  funds. 

Inspector  s Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute, 
f Health  Visitor’s  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

J Inspector’s  Certificate  of  Sanitary  Inspectors'  Examination  Board. 

9 Certificate  of  Central  Midwives  Board. 

||  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Inspecting  Meat  and  other  foods. 
Three  years  general  trained  nurse. 

a Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Workers. 

b Certificate  under  the  Board  of  Education  (Health  Visitors  Training) 
Regulations,  1919. 
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HEALTH  STAFF — continued. 

('Miss  Churchill.* 
Assistants-  - - - - T.  F.  Roberts.* 

(,T.  Bartlett.* 


Supt.  Health  Visitor  - ’Miss  S.  G.  Barratt.*  •)■  J § a 

I Miss  L.  CURETON.  § 11  * 

Miss  R.  Ward.  §11  * 

Mrs.  E.  King  ( nee  Millington),  f § 
(Resigned  23rd  Aug.,  1923'. 
Health  Visitors  1 - - < Miss  A.  G.  Pudge,  f § 

Miss  E.  R.  Saul.*  § a (Transferred 
from  S.M.Dept.,  15th  Oct.,  1923). 
Miss  G’.  A.  Saul,  b.a  , Lond.  J § 
(Appointed  nth  March,  1924). 


u -l  a • i.  ..  f 1 M i ss  V.  M.  Phillips 

Health  Visitors  Assistants  - {,Miss  E_  w_  Rogkrs. 

Tuberculosis Visitor(Jointly  ( 

for  Coventry  and  War-  j’Mrs.  A.  Shaw.  § H 
wickshire)  - - - ( 

Senior  Clerk  ...  W.  Storer. 


Statistical  Clerk 


Junior  Clerks  - 


- *J.  PI.  Grant. 


(Miss  W.  Lee.  (Resigned  20th  Oct., 

! 1923)- 

Miss  G.  Harvey. 

, Miss  D.  Johnson. 


Disinfector  and  Motor  Driver  R.  W.  Elmore. 


HOSPITAL  SUB-COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Alderman  A.  J.  Makepeace,  J.P.,  L.D.S.,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C.S.  Vice-Chairman. 
Mr.  Alderman  W.  Lee,  J.P.  (the  late). 

Miss  Councillor  A.  Arnold. 

Mr.  Councillor  A.  PI.  Barnacle,  O.B.E. 

Mr  Councillor  F.  A.  Collington,  M.R.C.S. 

Mr.  Councillor  W.  Ivens. 

CITY  HOSPITAL  OFFICERS. 


Matron 

Medical  Superintendent 


Miss  M.  Davidson. 
E.  PI.  Snell,  m.d. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES  SUB-COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Alderman  A.  J.  Makepeace,  J.P.,  L.D.S. 
Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C.S. 


PUBLIC  ABATTOIR,  MUNICIPAL  LODGING 
HOUSE,  AND  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS 
SUB-COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Alderman  A.  J.  Makepeace,  J.P.,  I..D.S Chairman. 
Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C.S.,  Vice-Chairman. 
The  Mayor  (Mr.  Alderman  W.  Hewitt,  J.P.) 

The  Deputy-Mayor  (Mr.  Alderman  W.  H.  Grant,  J.P.) 
Mr  Alderman  W.  Lee,  J.P.  (the  late). 

Mr.  Councillor  T.  E.  Friswell. 


UNFIT  HOUSES  SUB-COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Alderman  A.  J Makepeace,  J.P.,  L.D.S'.,  Chairman. 
Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C.S.,  Vice-Chairman. 
Mr.  Alderman  W.  Lee,  J.P.  (the  laie). 

Mr.  Councillor  A.  H.  Barnacle,  O.B.E. 

Mr.  Councillor  T.  E.  Friswell. 

Mr.  Councillor  W.  Ivens. 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Councillor  A.  H.  Barnacle,  O.B.E.,  Chairman. 
The  Mayor  (Mr.  Alderman  W.  Hewitt.) 

Mr.  Alderman  W.  Lee,  J.P.  (the  late). 

Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C.S. 
Mr.  Councillor  C.  Payne. 

Mrs.  S.  A.  Griffiths,  M.B.E.,  J.P. 
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REPRESENTATIVES  ON  THE  WARWICK- 
SHIRE AND  COVENTRY  JOINT 
COMMITTEE  FOR  TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  Mayor  (Mr.  Alderman  W.  Hewitt,  J.P.) 
Mr.  Alderman  W.  Lee,  J.P.  (the  late). 

Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C.S. 
Mr.  Alderman  A.  J.  Makepeace,  J.P.,  L.D.S. 
Mr.  Councillor  F.  A.  Collington,  M.R.C.S. 
Mr.  Councillor  A.  H.  Barnacle,  O.B.E. 

Mr.  Councillor  T.  E.  Friswell. 


REPRESENTATIVES  ON  THE  GENERAL 
COMMITTEE  OF  THE  COVENTRY  AND 
WARWICKSHIRE  HOSPITAL. 


Mr.  Alderman  T.  A.  B.  Soden,  J.P.,  M.R.C.S. 
Mr.  Councillor  T.  E.  Friswell. 
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Coventry  was  constituted  a separate  County  by  Charter  of 
Henry  VI.,  1451. 

Incorporated  with  the  County  of  Warwick,  1842. 

Constituted  a County  Borough,  1888. 


General  Statistics. 


Area  in  acres 

4A47 

Population  (Census,  1921) 

...  128,157 

Population  (estimated,  1923) 

...  130,500 

Density  of  population  (1923) 

31-7  per  acre 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  28,355  ... 

(1923)  29,414 

Average  number  of  persons  to  each  occupied  house 

4'4 

Rateable  Value  of  City  (Dec.,  1923) 

...  C57o,6o9 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  (Dec.,  1923) 

£ 2,090 

Summary  of  Vital  Statistics. 

The  principal  features  of  the  vital  statistics  for  the  year 


are  as  follows  : — 

Estimated  Population,  1923  ...  ...  ...  130,500 

Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16  9 

Marriage  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  15-2 

Recorded  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  93 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births  ...  ...  64  9 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  0-20 

Respiratory  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  1-6 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  -95 

Death  Rate  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ...  -19 

Death  Rate  from  Cancer 
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CITY  OF  COVENTRY. 


Forty-ninth  Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


To  the  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen 
and  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Coventry. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Madame,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting-  to  you  the  forty-ninth 
Annual  Report — the  twenty-seventh  that  I have  presented — con- 
cerning the  vital  statistics  and  general  sanitary  condition  of  your 
City. 

The  outstanding  features  of  the  vital  statistics  for  the  past 
year  are  that  the  Birth  Rate  has  reached  the  lowest  figure  hitherto 
recorded ; the  general  Death  Rate  has  again  reached  the  lowest 
fig-ure  hitherto  touched,  viz.,  9.3  (in  1919);  and  the  figure  repre- 
senting the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (64.9)  is  the  lowest  ever 
reached  locally  and  constitutes  a record. 

The  year  was  the  first  in  the  past  thirty  years  in  which  no 
death  from  Scarlet  Fever  was  registered;  and  in  having  registered 
only  one  death  from  Epidemic  Diarrhoea,  the  year  shares 
with  1922  the  distinction  of  being-  the  lowest  on  record  (a  refer- 
ence to  the  last  column  of  the  table  on  page  74  will  indicate  the 
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wonderful  improvement  recorded  so  far  as  this  disease  is  con- 
cerned). 

During-  the  preparation  of  this  report,  your  Council  has 
resolved — on  the  recommendation  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
— again  to  increase  the  Health  Visiting  Staff  from  5 to  8. 

On  page  56  comments  will  be  found  regarding  the  diminution 
of  the  work  of  the  Inspectors  owing  to  the  diminished  staff.  It 
is  disquieting  to  have  to  record  my  conviction  that  the  housing 
conditions  in  the  older  portion  of  the  City  are  deteriorating  faster 
than  they  are  being  improved. 

Owing  to  the  increasing  importance  of  Cancer  as  a cause 
of  death,  more  information  than  usual  is  included  in  regard  to 
its  incidence  (pag-e  43). 


I.  NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

POPULATION. 

The  estimate  adopted  for  the  mid-year  population  of  1923 
was  130,500. 


THE  CENSUS,  1921. 

The  full  report  on  the  1921  Census  has  been  published,  and 
the  following  tables  shew  the  figures  prepared  in  regard  to  this 
City. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  preliminary  figure  of  128,205  now 
becomes  128,157. 

The  number  of  private  families  is  shewn  as  30,324,  and  these 
families  occupied  28,355  structurally  separate  dwellings.  The 
difference  between  “ structurally  separate  dwellings  ” and  “ sepa- 
rate houses’’  will  be  noted;  but  even  so,  1,969  private  families 
were  living  under  circumstances  which  could  not  be  brought 
within  the  definition  of  “ structurally  separate.” 

The  number  of  undivided  private  houses  shewn  as  vacant  on 
the  Census  night  is  high  for  Coventry.  But  “ vacant  ” does  not 
here  necessarily  mean  unoccupied  in  the  sense  of  being  to  let,  and  it 
is  probable  that  a large  proportion  of  this  number  (502)  were  tem- 
porarily unoccupied  owing  to  the  tenants  being-  away  on  holiday 
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From  table  C.T.  (2)  it  will  be  seen  that  of  the  total  dwellings 
occupied  (28,355),  26,638  were  occupied  by  one  family,  1,564  by 
two,  and  153  by  three  or  more:  and  that  of  dwellings  consisting 
of  1 to  3 rooms,  3,962  were  occupied  by  one  family,  41  by  two, 
and  4 by  three  or  more  families. 

The  Report  suggests  that  the  “ room  density  ” or  “ average 
number  of  rooms  per  person  ” is  the  most  direct  index  of  compara- 
tive housing,  and  this  is  shewn  in  column  “ n,  ” of  table  C.T.  (3). 
For  Coventry  the  figure  is  1.06,  and  the  average  for  the  County 
of  Warwick  1.09.  The  least  favourable  figures  in  the  County 
are  0.92  rooms  per  person  for  the  Foleshill  Rural  District,  and 
0.94  for  the  Coventry  Rural  District.  This  definitely  low  index 
for  the  rural  districts  adjoining  the  City  is  no  doubt  due  to  the 
war-time  erection  of  a large  number  of  temporary  cottages  and 
hostels  (since  converted  into  small  cottages). 

A basis  of  comparison  has  been  adopted  by  comparing  the 
number  of  rooms  in  1921  with  the  number  which  would  be  required 
to  give  the  same  standard  of  accommodation  as  existed  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales  in  1911,  and  upon  this  calculation  the  deficiency 
of  rooms  in  the  City  is  5.6  per  cent,  below  the  standard. 

From  table  C.T.  (6),  A and  B,  the  following  interesting  calcu- 
lation has  been  made  : — 


Total 

No. 

Aged  12 
and  over 

No.  over  12 
occupied 

No.  over  12 
un-occupied 
or  retired 

Percentages  of  those 
over  12 

Occupied 

Un- 

occupied 

Males  . . 
Females 

63,844 

64,313 

49,326 

49,960 

44,855 

15,929 

4,471 

34,031* 

909 

31  8 

9-1 

68-2 

Persons 

128,157 

99,286 

60,784 

38,502 

612 

38-8 

‘This  figure  includes  : — Single  women  and  girls  5,465  ) 

Married  women. . ..  25,520  - 34.031 

Widowed  or  divorced  . . 3,040' 


It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Census  figures  describe  married  women  as  ‘ un-occupied," 
the  term  apparently  being  used  with  reference  to  engagement  in  "occupations.” 


It  may  be  seen  from  table  C.T.  (9)  that  of  a population  of 
35,990  under  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  amongst  the  boys  who 
numbered  18,034,  there  were  1,531  or  8.4  per  cent,  orphans  ( i.e 
with  either  one  or  both  parents  dead  or  not  known) ; and  of  the 
17,956  girls,  1,551  or  8.6  per  cent,  were  similarly  circumstanced. 

Table  C.T.  (10)  shews  that  21,307  persons  in  the  City  were 


IO 

attending  educational  institutions  whole  time,  whilst  395  were 
attending  part  time.  The  percentages  of  these  to  the  total  popula- 
tion are  16.6  and  0.3  respectively.  The  part-time  figure  would  be 
considerably  higher  in  the  winter  months  when  the  evening  classes 
and  schools  are  open. 

A final  table  calculated  in  the  office  shews  how  the  falling 
birth  rate  has  affected  the  proportion  of  the  people  living  in  the 
different  age  periods. 
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C.T.  (2). — Buildings,  Dwellings,  Rooms  and  Families. 

Note. — The  following  table  contains  analyses  of  (1)  the  buildings  and 
(2)  the  structurally  separate  dwellings  of  each  area. 

In  the  upper  part  of  each  section  the  several  classes  (Groups  I.-V.) 
are  analysed  both  in  the  left-hand  columns  (a-c)  in  respect  of  their  char- 
acteristics as  buildings,  and  in  the  right-hand  columns  (f-p)  in  respect 
of  the  dwellings  which  they  comprise. 

In  the  lower  part  of  each  table  the  subjects  of  analysis  on  the  left 
and  right  respectively  are  different ; on  the  left  the  " buildings  ” analysis 
is  continued  in  respect  of  an  expanded  classification  of  one  of  the  five 
groups;  while  on  the  right  the  analysis  according  to  dwellings  is  continued 
in  respect  of  certain  selected  classes  of  private  family  occupations. 

Buildings  (left-hand  columns  (a-c) ). — In  the  enumeration  of  buildings, 
a building  has  generally  been  regarded  as  a structure  wholly  detached  or 
separated  from  another  by  a vertical  party  wall.  A block  of  flats  would 
be  one  building,  though  there  might  be  one  or  more  separate  flats  on  each 
floor. 

The  allocation  of  buildings  among  the  several  classes  shown  in  Column 
(e)  is  based  on  the  descriptions  furnished  by  the  local  enumerators.  The 
varieties  of  type  encountered  in  the  buildings  enumerated  have,  however, 
inevitably  given  rise  to  some  difference  of  practice  on  the  part  of  enumera- 
tors in  describing  borderline  cases;  and  the  numbers  of  buildings  assigned 
to  the  several  classes  in  Column  (e)  should  therefore  be  regarded  as 
approximate. 

The  classification  differs  from  that  adopted  in  1911  in  the  following 
respects  : — 

(a)  Structurally  divided  private  houses  are  separately  shown  for 
the  first  time,  with  a view  to  affording  an  indication  of  the 
extent  to  which  houses  originally  built  for  the  occupation  of 
single  families  have  been  structurally  divided  to  provide  sepa- 
rate and  independent  accommodation  for  two  or  more  families. 
There  is  evidence,  in  the  returns,  that  it  has  not  always  been 
possible  for  enumerators  to  distinguish  between  buildings 
originally  erected  to  comprise,  e.g.,  maisonettes  and  those  sub- 
sequently converted  for  the  purpose. 

(b)  Inns  and  Public  Houses  in  which  the  business  of  the  establish- 
ment is  primarily  that  of  retailing  liquors  are  classed  with 
Shops  (Group  IV.)  instead  of  with  Hotels  (Group  V.),  which 
are  thus  limited  in  the  table  to  those  of  a residential  character. 

Structurally  Separate  Dwellings  (right-hand  columns  (f-p)  ). — Above 
the  " total  ” line  dwellings  are  classified  according  to  the  type  of  building 
in  which  they  occur,  while  below  the  "total”  line  the  same  premises  are 
classified  according  to  the  number  of  families  enumerated  within  them. 

Dwellings  ''Vacant  on  Census  night  ” include  those  unoccupied  through 
the  temporary  absence  of  the  usual  occupier  as  well  as  those  without  a 
tenant. 

The  total  rooms  in  dwellings  occupied  by  private  families  as  shown  in 
the  following  table  is  usually  slightly  in  excess  of  the  total  rooms  occupied 
(Tables  pages  14  and  15),  owing  to  the  fact  that  in  certain  dwellings 
inhabited  by  two  or  more  families,  part  of  the  dwelling  was  unoccupied  on 
Census  night. 

Definitions. — For  definitions  of  " Private  Family.”  " Structurally 
Separate  Dwelling”  and  "Rooms”  see  note  at  the  head  of  table  immedi- 
ately preceding. 


Buildings,  Dwellings,  Rooms  and  Families. 
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C.T.  (3.) — Private  Families  Classified  by  Size  of  Family, 

Note.— The  following  table  contains  an  analysis  of  the  private 
families  within  each  area  according  to — 

(a)  the  number  of  persons  in  the  family,  and 

(b)  the  number  of  rooms  occupied  by  the  family. 

Where  more  than  one  family  is  enumerated  within  a structurally 
separate  dwelling,  each  is  classified  according  to  the  rooms  it  severally 


Number  of  Private  Families  occupying  the 
Following  Number  of  Rooms 


Number  of 
Persons  in 
Family. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6-7 

8-9 

10 

and 

over. 

Cols,  a 

b 

c 

d 

e 

f 

g 

h 

i 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 ' 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15  and  over 

147 

199 

129 

26 

6 

1 

1 

321 

1,050 

852 

404 

205 

105 

33 

21 

7 

205 

662 

927 

724 

516 

304 

171 

100 

28 

20 

6 

3 

210 

1,571 

2,410 

2,507 

1,745 

985 

538 

255 

145 

81 

25 

7 

1 

3 

134 

1,050 

1,604 

1,709 

1,301 

861 

502 

336 

155 

66 

25 

13 

4 

3 

85 

568 

907 

957 

670 

461 

243 

139 

75 

59 

25 

10 

5 

”l 

7 

61 

87 

103 

108 

54 

41 

17 

19 

10 

6 

2 

1 

1 

4 

6 

31 

42 

33 

21 

18 

13 

6 

7 

1 

1 

Total  private 
Families 

509 

2,998 

3,666 

10,4S3 

7,763 

4,205 

517 

183 

Population  in 
Private  Families 

1,079 

8,710 

14,161 

43,580 

34,335 

18,439 

2,479 

945 

Rooms  occupied 

509 

5,970 

10,964 

41  921 

38,811 

26,076 

4,310 

2,047 

1-7 

9-9 

12-1 

34-5 

25-6 

13-9 

1-7 

0-6 

0-6 

5-8 

9-7 

35-4 

24-9 

197 

2-6 

1-3 

15 


Rooms  Occupied  and  Density  of  Occupation. 

occupies  and  not  to  the  total  number  of  rooms  in  the  dwelling.  If,  as  occasionally 
happens,  one  of  the  rooms  is  shared  by  two  families  (the  allotment  to  each  family 
being  say  4J  and  3i  in  an  8-roomed  dwelling)  the  families  are  classified  to  the  next 
higher  integral  number  of  rooms  (5  and  4 respectively),  but  in  arriving  at  the 
totals  (column  (m)  etc.)  the  actual  figures  (4J  and  8J)  have  been  used. 

For  definitions  of  “Private  family,”  “Structurally  separate  dwelling,”  and 
“ Rooms,”  see  note  at  heading  of  table  on  pages  11  and  12. 


Total 

Private 

FAMILIES. 

Popula- 
tion in 
Private 
Families. 

Rooms 

occupied 

Density  op  Occupation. 

Average 
Number 
of  Rooms 
per 

Person. 

Population  at  following  densities 
of  occupation  (rooms  per  person). 

No. 

% 

under 

•3. 

•3  and 
under 

•5. 

•5  and 
under 
•7. 

•7  and 
under 
10. 

i 

k 

1 

m 

n 

0 

P 

q 

r 

1 113 
5,167 
6,947 
6,472 
4,584 
2,792 
1,547 
881 
435 
243 

88 

36 

10 

7 

2 

37 

17-0 

23-0 

21-4 

15-1 

9-2 

51 

2-9 

1-4 

0-8 

03 

01 

00 

o-o 

o-o 

1,113 

10,334 

20,841 

25,888 

22,920 

16,752 

10,829 

7,048 

3,915 

2,430 

968 

432 

130 

98 

30 

3,542 

19,880 

28,946 

28,822 

20,853 

12,925 

7,290 

4,198 

2,139 

1,252 

464 

191 

55 

36 

15 

3-18 

1-92 

1-39 

1-11 

0-91 

0-77 

0'67 

0-60 

0-55 

0-52 

0-48 

0-44 

0-42 

0-37 

0-50 

104 

30 

12 

238 

168 

63 

66 

36 

42 

387 

20 

1,025 

630 

1,197 

800 

1,557 

1,010 

550 

240 

117 

42 

15 

398 

2,556 

1,636 

2,580 

7.728 
3.773 

4.728 
1,971 
1,110 

275 

144 

13 

14 

15 

*44 

69 

2,864 

8,725 

5,166 

4,900 

1,112 

225 

240 

66 

12 

30,324 

1000 

•• 

•• 

•• 

123,728 

•• 

•• 

759 

7,590 

26,941 

23,423 

•• 

•• 

130,608 

106 

•• 

1921 

1911 

Percentages  of  families  living  in  various  units 
of  occupation. 

C.T.  (4). — Number,  Total  Populations  and  Inmates  of  certain  classes  of  Institutions 

AND  OTHER  SPECIAL  PREMISES  IN  THE  CjTY. 
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C.T.  (5). — Ages  (Quinquennial)  Groups  and  Marital  Conditions:  Numbers  and  Percentages. 
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C.T.  (6)  A.— Occupations  (Condensed  List),  by  Marital  Condition,  Industrial  Status  and  Age  Groups. 
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C.T.  (6)  B. — Occupations  (Condensed  List)  by  Marital  Condition,  Industrial  Status  and  Age  Groups. 
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C.T.  (7)  — Birthplaces  of  the  Population. 


Persons. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

128,157 

63,844 

64,313 

ENGLAND  

124,174 

61,803 

62,371 

WALES  

822 

403 

419 

SCOTLAND  

(Six  Northern  Counties  151 A 

879 

452 

427 

IRELAND  1 Remainder  of  Ireland  868  l 
(Part  not  defined  . . 60  j 

1,079 

576 

503 

ISLE  OF  MAN  & CHANNEL  ISLANDS 

77 

32 

45 

Other  British  Dominions,  Colonies,  etc  . . 

414 

208 

206 

Europe. 

Gibraltar 

15 

5 

10 

Malta  and  Gozo 

14 

9 

5 

Cyprus 

2 

1 

1 

Asia. 

Indian  Empire 

142 

72 

70 

Ceylon 

5 

2 

3 

Other  Colonies  . . 

8 

4 

4 

Africa. 

Union  of  South  Africa 

46 

26 

20 

Egypt  

11 

5 

6 

West  African  Colonies 

Other  Colonies 

2 

2 

•• 

America. 

Dominion  of  Canada  . . 

81 

37 

44 

Newfoundland 

1 

1 

, . 

West  Indies 

15 

7 

8 

Other  Colonies  . . 

1 

1 

Australasia. 

Australian  Commonwealth 

60 

28 

32 

New  Zealand 

11 

8 

3 

Other  Colonies 

' * 

• * 

• ' 

Foreign  Countries 

400 

222 

17S 

( See  next  table). 

Born  at  Sea 

19 

13 

6 

Birthplace  not  stated 

293 

135 

158 
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Population. 


1911. 

1921. 

Ages. 

Total 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Males. 

Females. 

Persons. 

% 51  0 

% 49  0 

Persons. 

% 49-8 

% 50-2 

1—5 

12,131 

114 

6,203 

5,931 

11,866 

9-3 

6,044 

5,822 

5—15 

20,b26 

19-4 

10,255 

10,371 

24,124 

18-9 

11,990 

12,134 

15-25 

19,843 

18-7 

10,285 

9,458 

22,799 

17-8 

11,359 

11,440 

25-35 

21,142 

19-9 

11,223 

9,919 

21,653 

169 

10,641 

11,012 

1 

35  45 

14,668 

13-9 

7,640 

7,028 

20  251 
15-8 

10,255 

9,996 

45—55 

8,910 

8-3 

4,452 

4,458 

14,243 

111 

7,443 

6,800 

55-65 

5,116 

4-8 

2,433 

2,683 

7,847 

61 

3,827 

4,020 

65  75 

2,802 

2-6 

1,221 

1,581 

3,979 

31 

1,775 

2,204 

75-85 

980 

■9 

399 

581 

1,235 

■9 

462 

773 

85  & older 

128 

■1 

47 

81 

160 

■1 

48 

112 

Total  ... 

106,349 

54,258 

52,091 

128,157 

63,844 

64,313 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  OF  THE  CITY  AND  DISTRICT. 

This  subject  was  dealt  with  at  length  in  the  report  for  1919 
[q.v.). 


Meteorology. 

Meteorological  observations  are  made  daily  at  the  City 
Hospital,  and  posted  at  St.  Mary’s  Hall.  Monthly  records  of 
them  are  forwarded  to  the  Meteorological  Department  of  the  Air 
Ministry,  and  published  by  that  Office  in  the  monthly  weather 
reports. 

In  July,  1919,  the  Meteorological  Office  and  the  British  Rain- 
fall Organisation  were  taken  over  by  the  Air  Ministry,  and  from 
that  date  to  December,  1922,  records  and  publications  were  con- 
tinued without  change.  As  from  January  1st,  1923,  however,  the 
records  of  Climatological  Stations  (i.e.,  stations  of  the  third  order 
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of  the  International  Classification),  of  which  Coventry  is  one,  have 
been  published  only  in  part,  whilst  the  records  of  stations  of  the 
first  and  second  orders  have  been  g-iven  in  greater  detail. 

In  order  therefore  to  keep  up  the  continuity  of  the  informa- 
tion published  in  this  report,  formulae  have  been  worked  out,  and 
calculations  made  in  this  Department;  so  that  figures  formerly 
supplied  by  the  Meteorological  Office  are  now  worked  out  from 
our  own  records. 

The  relationship  existing-  between  the  death  rate  and  the 
temperature,  and  the  humidity  of  the  atmosphere,  is  graphically 
represented  in  the  curves  on  the  plate  on  the  opposite  pag-e. 

The  summary  of  the  meteorological  observations  taken  during 
the  yfear  is  given  on  page  31. 

The  highest  temperature  readings  recorded  during  the  year 
were: — In  the  shade,  91.  i°  F.  on  July  12th;  one  foot  below  the 
surface  of  the  ground,  67.6°  F.  on  July  14th;  and  four  feet  below 
the  surface,  57. 70  F.  on  August  23rd. 

Freezing  point  or  below  was  recorded  in  the  screen  on  45 
days  during  the  year,  distributed  as  follows  : — 


January  5 

February  4 

March  1 

April  1 


May  1 

October  1 

November  16 

December  16 


* Rain  fell  on  199  days,  and  the  total  fall  recorded  in  the  year 
was  27.49  inches.  This  was  2.24  inches  less  than  that  recorded 
in  1922,  but  was  slightly  above  the  average  for  the  preceding 
thirty  years. 

The  greatest  fall  in  any  twenty-four  hours  from  9 a.m.,  was 
1.16  inches,  and  this  amount  was  recorded  on  July  31st. 

The  daily  records  of  rainfall  are  given  on  page  28. 

The  automatic  rain  gauge  recorded  26.09  inches  during  the 
year. 

The  average  rainfall  for  the  Midland  Counties,  as  recorded 
by  the  Meteorological  Office,  was  30.13  in  1923. 

On  page  27  is  given  the  total  amount  of  bright  sunshine 
recorded  during  each  of  the  past  seventeen  years  by  the  two  sun- 
shine recorders  in  use;  the  Campbell-Stokes  instrument  is  the 
only  one  recognised  by  the  Meteorological  Office. 


A rain  day  is  one  upon  which  -oi  ins.  or  more  of  rain  falls. 


CITY  OF  COVENTRY,  1923 


RAINFALL  IN 
TENTHS  OF 
AN  INCH. 


»=>ER  CENT.  OF 
ATMOSPHERIC  |- 
, MOISTURE 

I*. 


EARTH 

TEMPERATURE, 
4 FEET. 

MEAN 

TEMPERATURE. 


DEATH  RATE. 


ZYMOTIC 
DEATH  RATE 


CHART  ILLUSTRATING  THE  RELATION  BETWEEN  THE  DEATH  RATES 
AND  PRINCIPAL  METEOROLOGICAL  CONDITIONS. 
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Year. 

Campbell-Stokes’ 
Sunshine  Recorder. 

Jordan's 

Sunshine  Recorder. 

Hours. 

Hours. 

1907 

1354 

1197 

1908 

1406 

1220  * 

1909 

1478 

1249 

I9IO 

1312 

1 IO4 

1911 

J555 

1446 

1912 

1125 

1094 

1913 

1169 

1107 

1914 

T452 

1315 

1915 

1463 

1260 

1916 

1220 

1121 

1917 

1326 

1312 

1918 

1310 

1310 

1919 

1321 

1349 

1920 

I I 10 

1183 

1921 

1530 

1475 

1922 

T293 

1120 

1923 

1260 

1205 

A Meteorological  Station  has  now  existed  at  the  City  Hospital 
for  thirty-two  years.  The  records  give  data  for  calculating  the 
“ mean  ” monthly  temperatures  over  this  period  of  time.  These 
are  as  follows  : — 


January 

...  38-6° 

July 

...  61-4° 

February 

- 39-4° 

August 

...  60-4° 

March 

...  42-1° 

September 

...  56-1° 

April 

...  467° 

October 

...  49-2° 

May 

•••  53-i° 

November 

...  42-6° 

June 

O 

r* 

do 

10 

December 

...  40-0° 

The  warmest  day  in  the  year  was  July  12th,  and  the  coldest 
days  November  25th  and  27th. 
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Rainfall,  1923. 


Date. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April. 

M ay 

J une. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

111 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

in. 

I 

•05 

•26 

• • 

*02 

•08 

*02 

•57 

2 

•09 

• • ■ 

*02 

•04 

*08 

• • 

•01 

•01 

3 

•01 

• • 

•10 

• • 

•06 

•03 

•09 

•35 

•07 

•10 

4 

• • 

•05 

• • 

•07 

5 

•59 

'05 

*IO 

•54 

*02 

•02 

.. 

6 

•40 

•23 

•17 

•11 

7 

•23 

•18 

•01 

•01 

>3 

•17 

S 

•07 

•ir 

•03 

• • 

35 

•16 

9 

■07 

•18 

"°4 

•03 

■25 

•19 

IO 

•06 

•09 

•30 

°5 

•41 

•35 

I I 

•04 

•01 

•16 

04 

• 

19 

•01 

1 2 

•29 

•19 

•44 

09 

•28 

•30 

•04 

13 

■15 

•06 

•OI 

•• 

•63 

°3 

■4 

09 

•02 

•02 

•08 

■33 

•01 

•04 

15 

•15 

•02 

•03 

•22 

•09 

•01 

•05 

* 12 

l6 

•02 

•26 

*01 

05 

■04 

•01 

*l6 

•04 

l7 

•02 

•30 

• 1 1 

•24 

18 

• • 

'22 

• • 

•06 

•15 

•01 

■ *9 

•04 

*06 

■9 

•19 

*01 

•01 

•13 

•12 

•15 

•05 

•08 

20 

02 

•32 

•25 

•06 

•04 

•51 

*20 

•04 

•03 

2 I 

*02 

•OI 

•01 

•04 

•01 

-c5 

73 

22 

‘02 

•rg 

•0  r 

•09 

•03 

•03 

*c6 

•07 

23 

•07 

•15 

03 

•02 

•22 

•42 

•30 

•24 

03 

24 

•01 

*22 

• 10 

•05 

• 1 1 

•10 

•34 

■06 

*01 

25 

•42 

•13 

•02 

•03 

•05 

•29 

•07 

-.2 

•30 

26 

•17 

-I4 

. . 

•24 

•35 

27 

* 2. 0 

* 16 

-I7 

•04 

■06 

•'4 

•20 

28 

01 

•09 

•04 

•'3 

*02 

•42 

02 

29 

•04 

•17 

*02 

•or 

■52 

*01 

-I3 

30 

• • 

•19 

•14 

• • 

05 

*02 

'49 

31 

1 • 1 5 

•09 

•15 

Totals 

i-7i 

4*02 

1 ‘99 

1*82 

•36 

3-2S 

2*12 

275 

3-15 

1 '49 

3'25 

No.  of 

Rain 

Days. 

17 

23 

l6 

l6 

.9 

9 

15 

15 

>4 

23 

12 

20 

Total  Rainfall  for  Year  = 27-49  inches : No.  of  Rain  Days  199. 
•ox.  ins.  of  rain  = a rain  clay. 
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Rainfall  at  Different  Local  Stations,  1923. 


City 

Hospital. 

Radcliffe 

Road. 

Pumping 

Station, 

Whitley. 

January 

1-71 

I72 

1 '39 

February 

4*02 

4'23 

371 

March 

1-99 

i'95 

i-6i 

April.. 

1 82 

2-00 

1 '95 

M ay  . . 

i'55 

I40 

1-69 

June  . . 

•36 

032 

' !5 

July 

3 28 

326 

i'73 

August 

2*12 

2*10 

3'44 

September 

275 

2*92 

2*40 

October 

3 ' 1 5 

3-46 

3'2i 

November 

1 '49 

1-52 

x'34 

December 

3'25 

3 42 

2-87 

T otal 

27'49 

28-30 

25  49 

For  the  records  of  rainfall  at  Radcliffe  Road  and  Whitley,  1 
am  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Morris,  and  the  City 
Engineer  respectively. 

The  monthly  amounts  of  rain  registered  at  the  City  Hospital 
are  given  on  page  30,  together  with  the  corresponding  tables  for 
the  previous  twenty  years. 


30 


1 


% 

‘M'KL  1 

CO 

rH 

cq 

O 

CO 

00 

O 

rH 

VO 

CO 

CO 

05 

rH 

§^3 
.rd  § 

*M  | 

cq 

y—\ 

CO 

rH 

rH 

co 

rH 

co 

tH 

00 

rH 

cq 

rH 

cq 

rH 

0 

tH 

05  i 

101 

.2  ^ »H 

5®o  . 

•M'S 

00 

CO 

VO 

CO 

b- 

CO 

rH 

rH 

VO 

rH 

VO 

CO 

CO 

CD 

84 

« .2  co  5 

•~  q 

•s 

tH 

CO 

rH 

CO 

rH 

O 

CO 

VO 

CO 

CO 

rH 

OO 

CO 

CO 

Q ° 

^ c fl 

•a-s  1 

O 

vo 

CO 

CO 

O 

O 

O 

cq 

O 

rH 

O 

° 1 

rH 

tH 

'S  13  J2 

|JS5 

•a  i 

O 

CO 

CO 

0 

rH 

O 

rH 

cq 

rH 

O 

O 

CO 

30 

^ -*-a 

O O 

6~ 

•a'M 

O 

cq 

05 

rH 

VO 

CO 

co 

O 

O 

O 

rH 

r_l 

00 

cq 

A 

■N 

cq 

0 

rH 

CO 

cq 

cq 

rH 

O 

cq 

rH 

vO 

.CO 

cq 

cq 

© “‘‘T* 

•pu>Ai  os 

JO  nl[B0  rA 

*o 

CN 

L— 

rH 

O 

cq 

10 

rH 

05 

rH 

cq 

rH 

05 

rH 

05 

rH 

O 

cq 

O 

cq 

O 

cq 

CO 

cq 

229 

a r cq 

>.°  ^ 
!>  o. 

’spu»AV  3u°iis  PllB  -f- 

ajHjapoiM  JO  suoij  ^ 

-B.uasqo  J°  i»qainjj 

CD 

r-H 

t-H 

tH 

rH 

VO 

rH 

cq 

rH 

CO 

rH 

cq 

rH 

cq 

rH 

O 

rH 

rH 

rH 

0 

rH 

00 

136 

•areO 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

O 

CO 

O 

O 

O 

0 

CO 

•qsoj^  punoaQ 

O 

cq 

rH 

O 

rH 

rH 

O 

O 

O 

O 

co 

rH 

cq 

CO 

rH 

CO 

b- 

C £, 

•Sotf 

0 

VO 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

O 

rH 

O 

O 

O 

cq 

cq 

rH 

2 

rH 

CO 

2 5* 
3q 

•jsuoieAO 

00 

O 

rH 

CO 

cq 

CO 

rH 

00 

rH 

CO 

cq 

00 

rH 

rH 

rH 

cq 

rH 

rH 

cq 

rH 

05 

rH 

209 

*> 

y~j 

C3  ^ 

> ° 

'AS  TC0IO 

■O 

rH 

cq 

VO 

CO 

rH 

CO 

O 

05 

CO 

CO 

CO 

» 

^ 6 

•uiiojsigpunqx 

1 0 

rH 

O 

rH 

O 

CO 

rH 

O 

O 

0 

0 

L" 

8 

<D 

> 

A 

•l^H 

1 0 

cq 

»— 1 

rH 

rH 

O 

0 

O 

rH 

rH 

0 

rH 

1 00 

<D 

•Avoag 

1 0 

cq 

O 

rH 

cq 

O 

0 

O 

O 

O 

rH 

CO 

1 

lOVt 

sea 

■ 

co 

s . 

2 ^ 
c3 

•qjuoM 

jo 

VO 

VO 

cq 

rH 

cq 

VO 

vO 

rH 

CO 

05 

cq 

rH 

rH 

CO 

CO 

rH 

rH 

July 

31 

D 

& | I 

C5  ctf  1 

tjo 

in  andotherFoi 
)f  Precipitatior 

g o3 

•junotny  j 

mm. 

15 

rH 

r-H 

t- 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

cq 

05 

cq 

CO 

rH 

rH 

cq 

05 

CO 

rH 

VO 

rH 

05 

cq 

•Qj^njeAy 

iuojj  9ou0j0Hi(T 

mm 

-8 

03 

vO 

+ 

vO 

+ 

vO 

+ 

r-1 

rH 

1 

rH 

rH 

1 

VO 

cq 

+ 

O 

rH 

1 

rH 

cq 

+ 

cq 

rH 

1 

05 

rH 

1 

05 

rH 

+ 

CO 

CO 

+ 

JJ  0)  1 

■5  co 
e ^ 1 

•ii'ea  ibi°lL  1 

a co 

cq 

0 

rH 

O 

VO 

CO 

rH 

05 

CO 

05 

CO 

00 

rH 

vO 

0 

t- 

O 

co 

CO 

CO 

CO 

00 

697 

vO 

^ <N  1 

O ro  1 

C3 

« 

s&Q  jo  jeqxnnjq 

c- 

H 

CO 

cq 

CO 

rH 

CO 

rH 

05 

rH 

05 

vo 

rH 

VO 

rH 

rH 

rH 

CO 

cq 

cq 

rH 

0 

05  | 

199 

S T3  I 

t4  <D  1 

r.  -*-J  1 

v 2 I 

3 ‘(OT'O  °l'B0S) 

2,  snoij-BA.iasqo  jo  ueapi 

6-9 

VO 

do 

CO 

do 

CO 

b- 

CO 

b- 

91 

cq 

b- 

9-9 

rH 

VO 

6-0 

95 

O 

CO 

rH 

b- 

5 '“5  | 

Bright 

Sun- 

shine. 

•UT39J,\[  £p'RC[ 

hrs. 

1-20 

1-68 

vo 

cq 

cq 

vO 

O 

rH 

vO 

cc 

rH 

3-70 

05 

9 

vb 

rH 

rH 

b- 

CO 

9 

CO 

CO 

cq 

2-30 

b- 

9 

b 

rH 

rH 

CO 

-£  .2 
v» 

^ Jr, 

ejqissOfj  juqoj, 
jo  -JU90  jej 

t- 

rH 

05 

rH 

C3 

cq 

rH 

CO 

cq 

cq 

VO 

CO 

05 

rH 

CO 

CO 

b- 

cq 

t- 

cq 

rH 

9 

vb 

cq 

^ <D  1 
-u  1 
<D  I 

P 

1 

c3 

H U4  . 

•qjdap  J99J  f IV 

Z-ff 

0 

cq 

cq 

rH 

rH 

rH 

b 

rH 

CO 

b 

rH 

rH 

rH 

VO 

00 

vb 

VO 

CO 

b- 

VO 

9 

vb 

VO 

rH 

cb 

vo 

O 

b 

rH 

cq 

rH 

rH 

CO 

b 

rH 

5 

^ u 
^ 5 

^ JH  i- 
C3  rj  0 

S341 

•qjdep  jooj  1 JV 

4< 

O 05 

CO 

CO 

rH 

vO 

cq 

rH 

05 

b 

rH 

VO 

•-H 

VO 

54-9 

rH 

cq 

CO 

599 

550 

50-6 

41-1 

9 

b- 

co 

9 

CO 

rH 

CU  A- 

O r- 

1 

- 

> 

d 

•^jipininH 

^§8 

CO 

00 

VO 

CO 

CO 

b- 

j—i 

tr~ 

▼H 

b- 

CO 

05 

co 

05 

0 

CO 

rH 

CO 

05 

CO 

CO 

t- 

2.  O 

O 

<X> 

a 

0 

*-» 

to 

C/5  c3 

oOT 

•9.inss0jrx  ! 

inoda^ 

mb. 

7-7 

t- 

b- 

O 

do 

0-8 

0-6 

601 

14-6 

9 

cq 

r-H 

6-TI 

6-6 

cq 

b 

6-9 

VO 

b 

bC  £ 

8 <D 

**-«  c3 

0 « 
r-  cl 

qina  ^mj° 

UOISS0jd0Q 

0 

1-3 

1-2 

b- 

rH 

05 

CO 

rH 

rH 

9 

b- 

vb 

VO 

vb 

cq 

cb 

b- 

cq 

9 

r—j 

1-1 

rH 

cb 

^ .S2 
*0 

X 

c3  O 

0 •<-* 
WH  ^ 

qing  iCja 

0 

41-3 

05 

b 

rH 

VO 

cq 

rH 

9 

t- 

rH 

50-7 

55  8 

656 

1 

8-19 

19 

vb 

vo 

cq 

b 

vo 

37-0 

O 

do 

co 

48-9 

<u 

-C 

t H 

s 

i 
.2 
VH  ‘ 

a 

•qjuox\[ 

jo 

rH 

CO 

rH 

t- 

cq 

rH 

rH 

CO 

23,29 

cq 

rH 

5, 

13,14 

05 

cq 

05 

CO 

cq 

cq 

i?cq 

d rH 
Ho 

d 

a 

uinraixiipi 

0 10 
° VO 

t- 

vO 

co 

CO 

rH 

CO 

rH 

b- 

rH 

t-H 

05 

05 

L- 

cq 

b- 

CO 

CO 

05 

VO 

rH 

VO 

rH 

05 

5 

6 
'o 

1 © 

1 d 

^ C3 

5 ^ 

•qjuoH 
jo  iCua 

CO 

cq 

VO 

cq 

rH 

CO 

cq 

rH 

cq 

CO 

t- 

cq 

rH 

CO 

,3,16 

VO 

rH 

b- 

ci 

vb 

cq 

VO 

cq 

Nov. 

25,27 

l 

e8 

U 

1 © 

04 

a 

O 

1 ^ 

0 

C/5 

X> 

< 

a 

c3 

ramnintpj 

w CO 

O 

CO 

rH 

CO 

cq 

CO 

cq 

CO 

05 

CO 

CO 

rH 

cq 

rH 

05 

CO 

cq 

CO 

rH 

cq 

CO 

cq 

rH 

cq 

<2 

| 

■sSvidAy 

UIOJJ  90U9I9JJia 

• cq 

0 ** 

1 + 

CO 

cq 

+ 

0 

cq 

+ 

-0-2 

co 

cq 

1 

-2-9 

rH 

CO 

+ 

CO 

O 

1 

b- 

*-H 

1 

rH 

6 

4_ 

T 

b- 

vb 

1 

9 

b 

1 

O 

cq 

1 

1 u 

•a  pua  v jo  u^aji 

1 r— * 

O cq 

rH 

cq 

rH 

05 

CO 

rH 

VO 

b 

rH 

05 

b 

rH 

vO 

vb 

vo 

9 

CO 

602 

b- 

VO 

vo 

b 

rH 

9 

tr- 

CC 

rH 

cb 

CO 

b- 

do 

rH 

Mean  of 

n •ut,uji\[ 

1 CP~ 
0 cb 
co 

°? 

b- 

co 

cq 

rn 

CO 

cq 

b 

co 

rH 

cq 

rH 

9 

b- 

rH 

cq 

b 

vo 

51-2 

46  2 

rH 

cb 

rH 

9 

rH 

CO 

cq 

cb 

co 

05 

cq 

rH 

■<  "UI.X'Bpi 

co" 

0 t- 

•Hi 

*p 

b 

rH 

b- 

05 

rH 

CO 

cb 

vo 

rH 

t- 

»o 

O 

CO 

CO 

0 

CO 

b- 

cq 

b 

co 

63-1 

9 

vb 

vo 

rH 

cb 

rH 

co 

cb 

rH 

VO 

vb 

VO 

Baro- 

aieter 

•[9A9T; 

■b0S  IB  •£  0zz 

l'B  OJU9SOJ,T  Uti9TVI 

CO 

0 

CO 

29  568 

O 

CO 

0 

b 

co 

29-773 

29-926 

30153 

29-998 

-29-918 

30-004 

29-6S2 

29-797 

29-987 

29-920 

1923 

■< 

t-3 

a 

w 

a 

Apr. 

a 

June 

| July 

OJ 

P 

-<1 

H 

P4 

W 
c n 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Whole 

Year. 

32 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

i 

Social  conditions,  occupations  and  occupational  influence  on 
health  were  dealt  with  in  the  Reports  for  1919  and  1920. 

Unemployment  has  steadily  diminished  during  the  year,  and 
it  would  seem  that  with  the  return  of  progressive  industrial 
activity,  steps  will  be  possible  in  the  direction  of  resurrecting 
schemes  for  social  improvement,  which,  owing  to  the  War  and 
subsequent  conditions,  have  had  to  be  pigeon-holed.  Such  matters 
as  the  provision  of  a Municipal  Common  Lodging  House,  and  of 
a Public  Abattoir;  further  provision  in  connection  with  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare,  Camp  Schools,  and  Open-air  Schools;  and 
the  question  of  framing  and  adopting  a Town-planning  Scheme, 
suggest  themselves  as  likely  matters  for  consideration. 


Vital  Statistics 
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Year. 

Houses 

Inhabited. 

Vacant. 

Popula- 

tion. 

Mortality 

Z ymotic 
Mortality 

Deaths 
under  on< 
year  per 
1000  born 

Birth 

Rate. 

'377 

... 

7,000 

... 

... 

1586 

... 

6.502 

... 

. . • 

... 

'643 

... 

9 5°° 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1694 

... 

6,711 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1723 

1.934 

... 

... 

... 

1748 

2,066 

12,817 

32  ? 

35  ? 

1801 

2.930 

... 

16.034 

... 

. . . 

181 1 

3,448 

*60 

'7,923 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1821 

3.729 

*"4 

21,448 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

1831 

5,444 

*42 1 

27.298 

... 

... 

... 

. . . 

184  1 

6.53' 

*590 

31,032 

1 

’en  Year; 

Averag 

e. 

1851 

7,783 

*'5i 

36,812 

27 

\ 

1861 

8,991 

* 1 ,026 

40  936 

25 

... 

187 1 

8,535 

*3i6 

37-670 

22 

... 

... 

... 

1881 

9,223 

•643 

42,111 

20 

3'3 

150 

35'4 

1891 

1 [.496 

. *284 

52  724 

■8-5 

1-7 

142 

32-0 

1901 

'5,57' 

353 

69  877 

16-96 

i'9 

1537 

298 

191  I 

23,5'5 

95 

107,287 

'37 

''4 

1093 

28-0 

1921 

28,355 

502 

128,157 

"'3 

07 

836 

23-2 

1897 

+ 12,440 

73 

61.234 

168 

*1 

i-8 

'57 

31  3 

I9I  I 

23,515 

95 

107,287 

'3'3 

208 

1098 

26-9 

1912 

24,590 

5° 

in, 166 

"'9 

'•35 

76- r 

264 

19 ' 3 

25.<>5i 

' '3 

115.064 

"-4 

oo 

b 

91  6 

26'0 

'9'4 

25,860 

99 

119,003 

"7 

070 

846 

26-9 

1915 

26,667 

56 

122,982 

12*9 

1 '39 

878 

238 

1916 

27,366 

12 

127,089 

10*9 

1-23 

®7’5 

23-5 

ig'7 

27,531 

'5 

130,000 

10*4 

0-47 

787 

202 

1918 

27,735 

25 

133,000 

14-6 

0*42 

925 

20‘7 

1919 

27,829 

20 

136,000 

9'3 

0-32 

82-8 

182 

1920 

27,973 

48 

130,000 

9-8 

o'35 

76-0 

25-0 

1921 

28,355 

502 

128,157 

10*2 

0-25 

79‘3 

22*1 

1922 

28,661 

72 

[29,000 

106 

o-34 

70-4 

18-9 

1923 

29,4'4 

40 

30,500 

9'3 

020 

64-9 

16-9 

‘This  number  includes  all  business  offices,  whether  in  dwelling  houses  or  factories,  if  not 
occupied  on  the  night  the  Census  was  taken. 

f This  number  omits  all  business  offices,  factories,  etc. 
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Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 
the  City. 

At  all  Ages. 

Rate. 

13 

14  6 

9 3 

9-8 

102 

10-6 

8-6 

Number.* 

12 

1947 

1267 

1272 

1309 

1377 

1217 

Under  1 Year  of  Age. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Nett 
Births 

11 

ip  oo  O CO  ^ 

cn  c<j  cb  a*  o 

Oi  oo  t—  t—  fc— 

05 

CO 

Number.* 

10 

257 

206 

247 

225 

172 

rH 

Transferable 

Deaths.* 

of  Resi- 
dents not 
registered 
in  the 
City.t 

9 

79 

54 

60 

53 

46 

41 

of  Non- 
residents 
registered 
in  the 
City.t 

8 

76 

65 

52 

62 

70 

89 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in 
the  City. 

Rate. 

7 

CO  CO  t—  CO  oo 

^ (ji  O O O 

rH  t— 1 r- f* 

9-7 

Number.* 

6 

1944 

1278 

1264 

1318 

1401 

1265 

Births. 

Nett. 

Rate. 

5 

20  7 

18-2 

25-0 

22-1 

18-9 

6-91 

<D 

a 

&5 

2766 

2486 

3250 

2836 

2442 

2217 

Un- 

corrected 

Number. 

3 

2777 

2488 

3256 

2859 

2458 

2215 

Population 
estimated 
to  middle 
of  each 
year. 

2 

133.000 

136.000 

130.000 

128,157 

129.000 

1 

130,500 

Year. 

1 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  Total  population  at  all  ages  ..  ..  128,157  1 

water)  4,147.  Total  families  or  separate  occupiers  30,324  j At  uensus o 
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NOTES  TO  TABLE  I. 


This  Table  is  arranged  to  show  the  gross  births  and  deaths  registered  in  the 
district  during  the  calendar  year  and  the  births  and  deaths  properly  belonging  to  it 
with  the  corresponding  rates.  The  rateH  are  calculated  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  gross 
population  as  stated  in  Column  2.  In  a district  in  which  large  public  institutions  for 
the  sick  or  infirm  seriously  affect  the  statistics,  the  rates  in  Columns  5 and  13  may  be 
calculated  on  a nett  population,  obtained  by  deducting  from  the  estimated  gross 
population  the  average  number  of  inmates  not  belonging  to  the  district  in  such  institutions. 

* In  Column  6 are  included  the  whole  of  the  deaths  registered  during  the  calendar 
year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district. 

In  Column  12  is  entered  the  number  in  Column  6,  corrected  by  subtraction  of 
the  number  in  Column  8 and  by  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  9.  Deaths  in  Column 
10  are  similarly  corrected  by  subtraction  of  the  deaths  under  1 included  in  the 
number  given  in  Column  8,  and  by  addition  of  the  deaths  under  1 included  in  the 
number  given  in  Column  9. 

t The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  from  the  returns  made  to  him  by  the 
local  Registrar  of  Deaths,  as  well  as  from  the  quarterly  lists  furnished  by  the  Registrar- 
General,  to  fill  in  Column  8 in  accordance  with  the  rule  in  the  next  paragraph  below. 
The  Registrar-General,  either  directly  or  through  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
will  supply  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  the  particulars  of  deaths  to  he  entered 
in  Column  9 ; and  all  such  deaths  are  included  in  this  Column,  unless  an  error 
is  detected,  and  its  correction  has  been  accepted  by  the  Registrar-General.  For 
Column  4 the  Registrar-General  will  furnish  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  a 
statement  of  the  number  of  births  needing  to  be  added  to  or  subtracted  from  the 
total  supplied  by  the  local  Registrar. 

t •‘Transferable  Deaths"  are  deaths  of  persons  who,  having  a fixed  or  usual 
residence  in  England  or  Wales,  die  in  a district  other  than  that  in  which  they  resided. 
The  deaths  of  persons  without  fixed  or  usual  residence,  e.g.,  casuals,  are  not 
included  in  Columns  8 or  9,  except  in  certain  instances  under  3 (ft)  below.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  will  state  in  Column  8 the  number  of  transferable  deaths  of  “non- 
residents” which  are  to  be  deducted,  and  will  state  in  Column  9 the  number  of  deaths 
of  “residents”  registered  outside  the  district  which  are  to  be  added  in  calculating 
the  nett  death-rate  of  his  district. 

The  following  special  cases  arise  as  to  Transferable  Deaths  : — 

(1)  Persons  dying  in  Institutions  for  the  sick  or  infirm,  such  as  hospitals,  lunatic 
asylums,  workhouses,  and  nursing  homes  (but  not  almshouses)  have  been  regarded  as 
residents  of  the  district  in  which  they  had  a fixed  or  usual  residence  at  the  time  of 
admission.  If  the  person  dying  in  an  Institution  had  no  fixed  residence  at  the  time  of 
admission,  the  death  is  not  transferable.  If  the  patient  has  been  directly  transferred 
from  one  such  institution  to  another,  the  death  is  transferable  to  the  district  of  residence 
at  the  time  of  admission  to  the  first  Institution. 

(2)  The  deaths  of  infants  bom  and  dying  within  a year  of  birth  in  an  Institution 
to  which  the  mother  was  admitted  for  her  confinement  have  been  referred  to  the 
district  of  fixed  or  usual  residence  of  the  parent. 

(3)  Deaths  from  Violence  have  been  referred  (a)  to  the  district  of  residence,  under  the 
general  rule  ; (ft)  if  this  district  is  unknown,  or  the  deceased  had  no  fixed  abode,  to  the 
district  where  the  accident  occurred,  if  known  ; (c)  failing  this,  to  the  district  where  death 
occurred,  if  known;  and  {d)  failing  this,  to  the  district  where  the  body  was  found. 
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Vital  Statistics  of  the  Wards 

The  following-  table  shows  the  estimated  populations  of  the 
several  wards,  the  birth  a ad  death  rates  based  on  these  estimates, 
and  also  the  infantile  mortality  rates,  which  being  based  on  the 
comparison  of  the  infantile  deaths  to  the  actual  number  of  births 
which  occurred,  are  not  based  on  estimates. 
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Marriages. 

The  number  of  marriages  has  been  995.  This  gives  a 
marriage  rate  of  15.2. 

The  average  for  the  previous  ten  years  was  17.9. 

The  following-  table  shows  the  relation,  with  the  figures  of 
previous  years,  and  with  the  marriage  rate  for  the  country 
g-enerally  : — 


Year. 

No.  of  Marriages 

Rate. 

Rate  for  England 
and  Wales. 

190S 

778 

170 

I4'9 

1909 

796 

17*0 

14-6 

I9IO 

886 

I7'4 

148 

191  I 

938 

17-4 

15*2 

1912 

959 

I7-2 

i5'5 

1913 

1026 

17-8 

I5-5 

I9M 

1091 

182 

T5'9 

1915 

1282 

20-8 

I9-3 

1916 

1184 

i8-6 

W4 

1917 

JI55 

17-7 

138 

1918 

1237 

18-6 

I5‘3 

1919 

1236 

18  t 

>97 

1920 

1342 

19-1 

20  I 

1921 

io47 

16-3 

169 

1922 

948 

14-7 

i5-8 

1923 

995 

15-2 

152 

Births. 

There  were  2,215  births  registered  as  having-  taken  place 
during  the  year  within  the  City;  27  of  these  were  transferred  out, 
and  29  occurring  elsewhere  were  transferred  here,  making  2,217. 
The  birth  rate  for  the  year  has  been  16.9  per  1,000  of  the  esti- 
mated population.  The  average  rate  for  the  previous  ten  years 
was  22.3.  There  were  52  illegitimate  births  registered,  or  2.3 
per  cent,  of  the  total.  In  1922  the  percentage  was  3.0,  and  in 
•921-  3-3- 

The  birth  rate  is  compared  with  that  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  in  the  following-  table  : — 


Year. 

No.  of  Births. 

Birth  Rate. 

Rate  for  England 
and  Wales. 

1908 

2630 

28-9 

26-5 

1909 

2601 

27-8 

256 

I9IO 

2674 

26-2 

248 

1911 

2886 

26-9 

24-4 

1912 

2943 

26-4 

23  8 

J9t3 

2999 

26-0 

239 

1914 

3203 

26-9 

23-8 

1915 

2936 

23'8 

21-8 

1916 

2993 

235 

21'6 

i9t7 

2635 

20*2 

I7'7 

1918 

2766 

20*7 

177 

1919 

2486 

1 8 - 2 

18  5 

1920 

3250 

23*2 

25'4 

I 92  I 

2836 

22*  I 

22*4 

1922 

2442 

189 

20  6 

1923 

2217 

i6-g 

197 

38 


Deaths. 

There  have  been  1,265  deaths,  registered  as  having  taken 
place  during  the  year  within  your  City  ; of  these,  89  were  deaths 
of  non-residents;  these  have  been  referred  to  the  districts  in  which 
the  persons  ordinarily  resided;  and  there  were  41  deaths  of 
residents  which  occurred  elsewhere ; these  have  to  be  added  to  the 
above  number.  The  actual  number  of  deaths,  therefore,  which  has 
to  be  regarded  in  estimating  the  death  rate  is  1,217.  This  gives  a 
recorded  death  rate  of  9.3  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

The  death  rate  for  the  105  great  towns  (including  London) 
was  1 1.6;  for  the  157  smaller  towns  it  was  10.6;  and  for  London 
it  was  11.2.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  11.6. 

The  following  table  shows  the  mean  age  at  death  of  the  per- 
sons who  died  in  the  past  twenty-nine  years  : — 


Year. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Total  completed 
Years  Lived. 

Mean  Age  at 
Death. 

1923 

1217 

56032 

46-0 

1922 

1377 

62548 

45-4 

1921 

1309 

55921 

42-7 

1920 

1272 

51289 

40-3 

1919 

1267 

51753 

40'S 

1918 

1947 

81116 

41-6 

1917 

1354 

56114 

416 

1916 

1395 

49973 

35-8 

1915 

1595 

59807 

37-5 

1914 

1399 

55635 

39 '7 

1913 

1318 

48110 

36-5 

1912 

1330 

49040 

36-8 

1911 

1431 

50873 

35-4 

1910 

1162 

44595 

38-3 

1909 

1285 

46589 

36-2 

1908 

1217 

45744 

375 

1907 

1152 

42072 

36-5 

1906 

1247 

45236 

36  2 

1905 

1114 

41866 

380 

1904 

1132 

39623 

35-0 

1903 

1188 

43270 

36-4 

1902 

1007 

36743 

36-4 

1901 

1203 

39709 

33-0 

1900 

1223 

42687 

34-5 

1899 

1182 

40156 

365 

1898 

1060 

29858 

281 

1897 

1037 

35045 

33-8 

1896  ’ 

965 

33544 

34-7 

1895 

953 

33486 

35-1 

In  compiling  this  table  only  completed  years  have  been 
regarded;  otherwise  the  mean  age  at  death  would  have  been  frac- 
tionally higher.  It  will  be  noted  that  never  before  has  the  mean 
age  at  death  approximated  to  the  record  for  the  year,  of  46.  This 
figure  means  that  during  the  period  covered  by  the  table  some 
10  to  12  years  have  been  added  to  the  span  of  life  of  each 
inhabitant;  and  as  this  added  period  is  not  evenly  distributed, 
the  added  years  of  some  are  considerably  more.  If  this  were  the 
only  result  of  the  health  activities  of  your  Council  they  could  not 
be  regarded  as  unremunerative. 


KKIt  AND  UtAIH  KAIL  diNUL  I8bl. 


VO  ^ fO*  cvl  __.  o o» 

rO  rO  rO  NO  o HO  CO 


a 


N U) 


o o>*  atf  r-i  a5  m"} 


cvi  cj  ^ 


HO  OJ 
rO  CO 


OJ 


- 

: 

b 

) 


o-J  'T 

ho  »o 


(M 

HO 


HO 


O 

•O 


-t* 

CO 


£ £ 


cJ 


CD 


00 


£ ^ r »n  N 


C0  f—  k£1 


o cr> 


Decennial  Average.  The  dotted  lines  represent  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales. 


PROPORTIONS  OF  DEATHS  FROM  PRINCIPAL 
CAUSES  TO  TOTAL  DEATHS,  1923. 


THE  TOTAL  DEATH  RATE  FROM  ALL  CAUSES  WAS  93. 
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Taulf.  III. — Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during 

Year  1923. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “ Residents" 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the 

City. 

<D 

° tS  c 

» 5 « 

Causes  of  Death. 

1 

to  All  ages. 

go  Under  1 year. 

oi 

M 

0) 

T3 

G 

P 

•T3 

c5 

T- ( 

4 

01  2 and  under  5. 

0 5 and  under  15. 

15  and  under  25. 

1C 

01 

nd 

G 

p 

G 

g3 

iO 

CM 

8 

< o 45  and  under  65. 

g 65  and  upwards. 

Total  Deaths  wheth 
i_i  “ Residents  " or  “ Nc 

►-‘dents”  in  Institution 

City. 

A11  | Certified 

All  causes  \ TT  , .*>  ^ 

[ Uncertified 

1211 

143 

36 

39 

34 

57 

171 

335 

396 

395 

6 

1 

1 

4 

1.  Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

2.  Small  Pox 

3.  Measles 

6 

, . 

2 

3 

1 

4.  Scarlet  Fever 

2 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

12 

1 

4 

6 

1 

6.  Diphtheria 

7 

1 

1 

2 

3 

6 

7.  Influenza  . . 

24 

1 

. . 

1 

9 

8 

5 

3 

8.  Encephalitis  Lethargica 

3 

. . 

1 

1 

1 

, , 

, , 

1 

9.  Meningococcal  Meningitis 

10.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  sys- 

2 

i 

1 

2 

tem 

124 

1 

2 

20 

67 

31 

3 

34 

11.  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . . 

25 

3 

4 

7 

4 

2 

4 

1 

15 

12.  Cancer,  malignant  disease 

123 

l 

1 

. . 

6 

66 

49 

44 

13.  Rheumatic  Fever 

2 

2 

14.  Diabetes  .. 

10 

. . 

1 

1 

6 

2 

1 

15.  Cerebral  Htemorrhage,  etc. 

71 

1 

. . 

2 

26 

42 

1 

16.  Heart  Disease 

109 

3 

4 

11 

42 

49 

24 

17.  Arterio-Sclerosis 

22 

6 

16 

5 

18.  Bronchitis 

123 

18 

1 

2 

. . 

3 

32 

67 

24 

19.  Pneumonia  (all  forms) . . 

77 

15 

10 

1 

5 

4 

11 

18 

13 

17 

20.  Other  Respiratory  diseases  .. 

14 

1 

6 

7 

3 

21.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

6 

2 

3 

1 

9 

22.  Diarrhoea,  etc.  .. 

11 

6 

1 

1 

. . 

1 

, , 

1 

1 

1 

23.  Appendicitis 

17 

4 

5 

4 

*2 

2 

18 

24.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

10 

2 

6 

2 

5 

25.  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  . . 

28 

1 

5 

13 

9 

7 

26.  Puerperal  Sepsis 

27.  Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 

4 

2 

2 

2 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 
28.  Congenital  Debility  and  Malfor- 
mation, including  Premature 

5 

1 

4 

Birth 

82 

17 

4 

. . 

1 

. . 

. • 

8 

29.  Suicide 

17 

1 

5 

8 

3 

3 

30.  Other  Deaths  from  Violence  . . 

27 

4 

3 

. . 

6 

7 

5 

2 

23 

31.  Other  Defined  Diseases 

246 

16 

7 

11 

6 

8 

23 

51 

124 

136 

32.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

9 

1 

2 

3 

3 

1 

Totat.s 

1217 

144 

36 

39 

34 

57 

171 

336 

400 

395 

4° 


NOTES  TO  TABLE  III. 


The  classification  and  numbering  of  Causes  of  Death  are  those  of  the 
“Short  List”  as  agreed  upon  by  the  International  Commission  held  at 
Paris  in  1920. 

(a)  All  "Transferable  Deaths”  of  residents,  i.e.,  of  persons  resident  in  the 
district  who  have  died  outside  it,  are  included  with  the  other  deaths 
in  columns  2-10.  Transferable  deaths  of  non-residents,  i.e.,  of  persons 
resident  elsewhere  in  England  and  Wales  who  have  died  in  the  district, 
are  in  like  manner  excluded  from  these  columns.  For  the  precise  meaning 
of  the  term  “ transferable  deaths  ” see  footnote  to  Table  I. 

The  total  deaths  in  column  2 of  Table  III.  equal  the  figures  for  the  year  in 
column  12  of  Table  I. 

\b)  AH  deaths  occurring  in  institutions  for  the  sick  and  infirm  situated  within 
the  district,  whether  of  residents  or  of  non-residents,  are  entered  in  the 
. last  column  of  Table  III. 

(c)  All  deaths  certified  by  registered  Medical  Practitioners  and  all  Inquest 

cases  are  classed  as  “Certified”;  all  other  deaths  are  regarded  as 
“ Uncertified.” 

(d)  Title  22  is  used  for  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  at  all  ages.  (It  may 

be  observed  however  that  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  are  con- 
sidered Zymotic  Deaths  only  when  they  occur  under  the  age  of  2 years. 

The  classification  now  adopted  is  in  accordance  with  that  used  by  the 
Registrar  General,  and  certain  additional  causes  included  are  those 
which  in  recent  years  have  received  the  special  attention  of  Public 
Health  and  Medical  Authorities. 


Table  IV. — Infant  Mortality  during  i923. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year,  and  comparison  of  such  deaths  during  the  last  ten  years. 
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Infantile  Mortality. 

There  were  144  deaths  of  Infants  below  one  year  of  age, 
giving  a mortality  per  thousand  births  of  64.9.  The  average 
mortality  for  the  previous  ten  years  was  83.1. 

The  following  table  shows,  for  the  past  thirty  years,  the 
number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  per  thousand 
births  in  Coventry  compared  with  England  and  Wales  gener- 
ally : — 


Year. 

England 
and  Wales. 

Coventry. 

Death-rate. 

*Neo-natal 

death-rate. 

Difference. 

1894 

1 37 

157 

— 

— 

i895 

161 

152 

— 

— 

1896 

148 

149 

— 

— 

1897 

*56 

157 

— 

— 

1898 

161 

200 

— 

— 

i899 

163 

164 

— 

— 

1900 

J54 

131 

— 

— 

1901 

I5I 

150 

— 

— 

1902 

i33 

107 

— 

— 

I9°3 

132 

114 

— 

— 

I9°4 

146 

*37 

— 

— 

I9°5 

128 

104 

39'9 

64-1 

1906 

i33 

144 

40- 1 

103-9 

1907 

1 18 

102 

517 

50-3 

1 90S 

1 2 X 

93 

36-i 

567 

r9°9 

109 

96 

407 

557 

1910 

106 

86 

407 

457 

1 9 1 1 

128 

109 

41-9 

67-1 

T912 

95 

76 

36-0 

40-0 

1913 

109 

91  -G 

40-6 

5i-o 

1914 

104-8 

84-6 

3 67 

48-1 

1915 

I ICO 

87-8 

38-4 

49’4 

1916 

gi'O 

S7-5 

37‘4 

50"1 

r9T7 

97-0 

7S-5 

36-8 

4x7 

1918 

97‘° 

92-s 

37‘5 

55-o 

1919 

89-0 

82-8 

47-0 

35-8 

1920 

8o-o 

76  0 

36-6 

39‘4 

1921 

83-0 

79'3 

41-2 

38-1 

1922 

77-0 

70-4 

327 

377 

1923 

69-0 

64-9 

32-9 

32-0 

* By  neo-natal  death  rate  is  meant  the  death  rate  among  infants  under  four 
weeks  of  age.  These  infants  include  those  over  whom  the  activities  of  a Sanitary 
Authority  can  have  little  effect.  The  difference  between  that  rate  and  the 
infant  mortality  rate  represents  the  rate  in  children  over  four  weeks  and  under 
one  year. 
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BIRTHS  IN  COVENTRY  SINCE  1874. 


The  dotted  line  represents  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Nett  Births  in  the  year 
Nett  Deaths  in  the  year 


f Legitimate 
j Illegitimate 


f Legitimate 
( Illegitimate 


The  infantile  mortality  of  the  105  great  towns  (including 
London)  was  72;  that  of  the  157  smaller  towns,  69,;  and  that  in 
England  and  Wales,  6q. 

It  will  be  noted  that  over  one-half  of  the  deaths  of  infants 
were  from  such  causes  as  congenital  debility,  malformation  and 
premature  birth.  These  are  causes  of  death  which  at  present  are 
mostly  beyond  our  control.  It  may  also  be  noted  that  the  death 
rate  among  illegitimate  infants  was  151  per  thousand  births.  This 
figure  in  the  past  has  usually  been  very  high,  but  of  recent  years 
had  shewn  a considerable  reduction. 

Cancer. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  to  the  Public  Health  Committee,  dated  July  5th,  1923  : — 


CANCER. 


“ Many  more  people  die  from  Cancer  now  than  was  formerly 
the  case.  In  1Q21  no  less  than  45,000  people  in  England  and 
Wales  died  from  this  disease.  Though  cancer,  therefore,  may  be 
said  to  be  on  the  increase,  the  increase  is  probably  more  apparent 
than  real,  i.e.,  the  increase  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  fewer 
people  now  die  in  infancy  owing  to  the  reduced  rate  of  infant 
mortality;  a larger  number  of  people  die  at  later  ages,  i.e.,  at  ages 
when  the  risk  of  cancer  is  largest,  this  disease  being  rarely  con- 
tracted below  twenty-five  years  of  age ; just  as  more  people  die 
from  old  age  now  than  was  formerly  the  case.  These  facts  have 
caused  a considerable  amount  of  public  attention  to  be  drawn  to 
this  matter,  and  much  is  being  done  in  the  way  of  research  to 
endeavour  to  find  some  means  of  prevention  or  remedy.  No 
reliable  remedy  is  known.  Operation  in  the  early  stages  affords 
the  best  chance  in  most  cases.  Early  diagnosis,  therefore,  is  the 
most  important  consideration. 

The  Red  Cross  Society  has  recently  approached  the  Royal 
Society  of  Medicine  with  a view  to  having  a reliable  leaflet  drawn 
up  which  that  Society  would  distribute.  I am  appending  a copy 
of  the  leaflet  that  has  been  drawn  up  by  the  Royal  Society  of 
Medicine,  and  would  suggest  that  this  should  be  printed  and  dis- 
tributed locally  as  occasion  arises.” 

Instructions  were  given  for  this  to  be  clone,  and  the  following 
is  a copy  of  the  leaflet : — 
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WHAT  OUGHT  TO  EE  KNOWN  ABOUT  CANCER. 

1.  In  England  and  Wales  45,000  people  died  in  the  year  1921 
from  Cancer. 

2.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  many  of  the  patients 
could  have  been  cured  if  the  disease  had  been  discovered  early 
and  the  right  treatment  adopted. 

3.  Treatment  by  drugs,  taken  by  the  mouth,  or  applied  extern- 
ally, at  present  offers  no  prospect  of  cure. 

4.  In  its  earliest  stages  cancer  is  confined  to  one  spot  and 
rarely  gives  rise  to  pain,  or  a feeling  of  ill-health  : nevertheless, 
there  is  usually  evidence  that  there  is  something  amiss,  for 
example : 

(a)  a lump  in  an  unusual  situation  ; 

(b)  bleeding  or  discharge  from  unwonted  parts  of  the  body. 
This  early  stage  is  the  favourable  one  for  the  immediate  treat- 
ment of  cancer. 

5.  If  a lump  is  found  in  the  breast  of  a woman,  medical 
opinion  should  at  once  be  sought.  Many  such  lumps  are  cancer. 

6.  Cancer  of  the  womb  may  occur  at  any  age  over  25,  but 
most  frequently  between  the  ages  of  40  and  60.  It  causes  bleed- 
ing and  discharge  and  is  rarely  painful  in  its  early  stages. 

» 

7.  Any  bleeding  from  the  womb,  however  slight,  after  the 
change  of  life,  almost  always  means  cancer. 

8.  When  any  irregular  bleeding  or  bloodstained  discharge 
occurs  at  the  change  of  life,  a doctor  should  be  consulted.  Often 
it  means  that  cancer  is  present. 

q.  For  any  abnormal  enlargement  within  the  abdomen,  the 
doctor  should  be  consulted,  because  such  enlargement,  apart 
from  pregnancy,  may  be  due  to  tumours  which,  though  usually 
simple,  are  sometimes  cancerous. 

10.  Any  wart  or  sore  occurring  on  the  lip,  especially  in  men 
over  forty,  is  likely  to  be  cancer.  Early  removal  means  cure ; 
neglect  spells  death. 

11.  An  unhealed  sore  or  lump  on  the  tongue,  especially  in 
men,  should  be  regarded  with  suspicion.  Many  of  these  are 
cancers. 

12.  Irritation  of  the  tongue,  or  inside  of  the  cheek,  by  broken 
or  jagged  teeth  or  tooth  plates,  must  be  avoided.  The  lower  lip 
is  often  irritated  by  smoking  a pipe  with  a rough  or  hot  stem. 
This  irritation  may  end  in  cancer. 

13.  Sores,  cracks,  ulcers  or  lacerations  which  refuse  to  heal, 
and  moles  which  tend  to  spread,  all  demand  careful  medical  investi- 
gation. Such  troubles  are  often  the  starting-points  of  cancerous 
growths,  and  their  treatment  by  salves  or  ointment  only  waste  of 
time. 

14.  Persistent  indigestion,  obstinate  constipation,  or  bleeding 
from  the  bowel  commencing  in  middle  life  always  demands  investi- 
gation. 

15.  Frequently  the  patient  thinks  bleeding  from  the  bowel  is 
due  to  piles,  but  too  often  the  real  cause  is  cancer  of  the  rectum. 
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From  the  following-  tables  some  idea  will  be  gathered  of  the 
mortality  from  this  disease  ini  the  City.  The  parts  of  the  body 
affected,  the  age-periods  in  which  the  deaths  have  occurred,  and 
the  proportional  rates  in  those  age-groups;  and  the  occupations 
followed  by  the  people  whose  decease  was  due  to  this  cause,  are 
tabulated  and  compared  over  a series  of  years. 


Cancer. — Deaths  Analysed  according  to  parts  affected. 


1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

10  Years 

Average. 

1923 

Cancer  (total  number)... 

86 

82 

97 

82 

90 

116 

108 

122 

146 

135 

106- 

123 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity 

5 

4 

6 

5 

6 

5 

9 

13 

17 

10 

8-0 

6 

Cancer  of  the  Stomach, 

Liver,  etc.  ... 

30 

24 

31 

32. 

34 

38 

27 

39 

45 

48 

34-8 

38 

Cancer  of  Peritoneum, 

Intestines,  Rectum 

24 

20 

24 

12 

15 

26 

22 

24 

29 

25 

22-1 

33 

Cancer  of  Female  Genital 

Organs 

10 

18 

8 

10 

14 

16 

17 

17 

22 

15 

14-7 

20 

Cancer  of  the  Breast  ... 

7 

8 

13 

9 

10 

10 

11 

9 

10 

16 

10-3 

8 

Cancer  of  the  Skin 

1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

1 

1 

1-0 

3 

Cancer  of  other  or  un- 

specified  organs  ... 

9 

6 

15 

13 

10 

20 

22 

18 

22 

20 

15-5 

15 

Cancer— Deaths  at  Different  Ages  in  Past  io  Years 

and  in  1923. 


1913 1914 


0—1 
1—2 
2-5 
5—10 
10—15 
15—20 
20—25 
25—35 
35—45 
45 — 55 
55—60 
60-65 
65—75 
75—85 
85  & over 


1 

3 

6 

20 

15 

9 

21 

10 

1 


86 


1 

12 

18 

9 

7 

20 

11 

1 


82 


1915 


6 

6 

26 

19 

17 

15 

6 

1 


97 


1916 


1 

6 

18 

14 

10 

26 

6 


82 


1917 


3 

13 

30 

6 

7 

19 

10 

1 


90 


1918 


4 

8 

29 

16 

16 

27 

12 

2 


116 


1919 


2 

15 
30 

16 
17 
17 
11 


108 


192 


1 

7 

25 

25 

34 

33 

15 


1921 

1922 

Decennial. 

192.3 

Total. 

Mear. 

1 

4 

•4 

1 

•1 

2 

•2 

1 

1 

3 

•3 

. # 

1 

•1 

1 

1 

•1 

1 

1 

3 

•3 

2 

2 

25 

2-5 

1 

8 

14 

95 

9-5 

5 

41 

26 

263 

26-3 

26 

39 

20 

159 

15-9 

14 

26 

26 

149 

14-9 

26 

35 

31 

244 

24-4 

38 

14 

13 

308 

10  8 

8 

6 

•6 

3 

146 

135 

1064 

106-4 

123 

D 
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Comparison  of  Cancer  Deaths 


1913. (1911  Census) 

Ten  years  average 
(1913-1922) 

1923.  (1921  Census) 

Age 

Groups. 

Prop,  of  population  in 
each  age  group. 

No.  of  Cancer  Deaths 
in  each  group. 

Prop,  of  Cancer 
Deaths  in  each  age 
group. 

Mean  of  two  census 
proportions  of  popula. 
tion  in  each  group. 

Average  No.  of  Cancer 
Deaths  in  each  age 
group. 

Prop,  of  Cancer 
Deaths  in  each  age 
group. 

Prop,  of  population  in 
each  age  group. 

No.  of  Cancer  Deaths 

in  each  group. 

Prop,  of  Cancer 

Deaths  in  each  age 

group. 

0—5 

% 

11-4 

% 

10-35 

.7 

% 

•7 

% 

9-3 

1 

% 

•8 

5—15 

19-4 

— 

— 

19-15 

•4 

■4 

18-9 

1 

•8 

15—25 

18-7 

1 

1-2 

18-25 

■4 

■4 

17-8 

— 

— 

25—35 

19-9 

3 

3-5 

18-4 

2 5 

2-3 

16-9 

1 

•8 

35-45 

13-9 

6 

7 0 

14-85 

9-5 

8-9 

15-8 

5 

4-0 

45—55 

8-3 

20 

23-2 

9-7 

263 

24-7 

11-1 

26 

211 

55—65 

4-8 

24 

279 

5-45 

30-8 

29-0 

6 1 

40 

32-5 

65—75 

2-6 

21 

24-4 

2-85 

24-4 

22  9 

3-1 

38 

30-9 

75—85 

•9 

10 

11  6 

•9 

10-8 

10-2 

■9 

8 

6 5 

85  & over. 

•1 

1 

1-2 

•1 

•6 

•5 

•1 

3 

-2-6 

100-0 

86 

1000 

100  0 

106-4 

1000 

1000 

123 

1000 
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Occupations  of  Persons  Dying  from  Cancer  in  1923. 


(43)  Cancer  of  the  Buccal  Cavity. 

Males. 

Females. 

dutch er  (retired) . . 

1 

W idow 

1 

Ueneral  Labourers 

2 

I Watchmaker 

1 

Ifailor 

1 

5 

1 

Total 

6 

(44)  Cancer  of  the  Stomach,  Liver,  &c. 

luabourers  . . 

5 

Housewives 

9 

I Engineers 

4 

Widows  . . 

3 

Idrass  Workers  . . 

3 

Silk  Weaver 

1 

lOlerks 

2 

Spinster  . . 

1 

Lobbing  Gardener 

1 

lltorekeeper 

1 

Ibarpenter  & Joiner 

1 

Lloach  Painter 

1 

IWatchmaker 

1 

■ iiailwav  Engine 

Driver 

1 

1 draper’s  Assistant 

1 

j ihoe  Finisher 

1 

■ finisher,  Motor 

Works 

1 

1 Sheet  Metal  Work’r 

1 

24 

14 

Total 

38 

(45)  Cancer  of  the  Peritoneum, 

Intestines,  &c. 

labourers 

8 

Housewives 

5 

Itlerks 

2 

Widows  . . 

4 

I'doctor  of  Medicine 

1 

House-keeper 

1 

■bricklayer . . 

1 

Spinster  . . 

1 

■Warehouse 

Manager  (ret’d) 

1 

|»team  Roller 

Driver 

1 

■brick  Burner 

1 

■iron  Planer 

1 

■Watch  Worker 

1 

Btrmy  Pensioner  . . 

1 

Itlycle  Frame  Filer 

1 

Idngineer  . . 

1 

Bdawker 

1 

Jl  butcher  (retired) . . 

1 

22 

11 

Total 

33 

(46)  Cancer  of  the  Female  Genital  Organs. 

Males.  Females. 


Housewives 
Widows  . . 
School  Age 


11 

8 

1 


20 

Total  20 


(47)  Cancer  of  the  Breast. 


Housewives 

Widow 

Cotton  Warper 
Spinster  . . 


Total  8 


(48)  Cancer  of  the  Skin. 


Labourer . . 


Widow  . . . . 1 
Housewife  . . 1 


Total  3 


(49;  Cancer  of  Other  or  of  Unspecified 
Organs. 


Under  School  Age 

Manufacturer 

(retired) 
Cycle  Rim  Grinder 
Road  Pavior 
Storekeeper 
Brazier 
Motor  Fitter 


Widows  . . 
Housewives 
Spinsters  . . 


Total  15 
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Diabetes. 

The  publicity  which  has  attended  the  introduction  of  Insulin 
for  the  treatment  of  this  disease  may  make  the  following  table 
of  some  interest  : — 


Deaths  from  Diabetes. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

1914 

5 

1915 

14 

1916 

9 

1917 

9 

1918 

10 

1919 

22 

1920 

8 

3 

5 

1921 

14 

4 

10 

1922 

14 

10 

4 

1923 

10 

5 

5 

Total  for  10  years 

115 

Average  for  10  years 

11-5 

Inquests. 

Eighty-three  inquests  appear  to  have  been  held  during  the 
year.  These  include  16  deaths  of  non-residents.  In  30  instances 
the  death  was  attributed  to  disease.  In  the  others  the  originating 
cause,  as  indicated  by  the  verdicts,  was  as  follows  : — Suicide,  15; 
(by  taking  poison,  1 ; by  taking  gas,  4;  by  hanging,  5;  by  drown- 
ing 1;  by  cutting  throat,  4);  scalds  and  burns,  4;  accidental 
asphyxia,  1 ; death  under  anaesthetic,  1 ; accidental  gas  poisoning, 
1;  accidental  drowning,  1;  accidental  knock  or  fall,  8;  run-over, 
etc.,  4;  excessive  cold,  1 ; wilful  murder,  1. 

One  death  included  in  those  attributed  to  disease  was  a death 
certified  as  due  to  “ occupational  lead  poisoning.” 

Uncertified  Deaths. 

There  were  6 uncertified  deaths  during  the  year,  or  0.5  per 
cent,  of  the  total  number.  Deaths  are  recorded  as  uncertified 
when  no  medical  certificate  is  forthcoming  concerning  the  cause 
of  death,  and  when  no  inquest  has  been  held. 
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Percentages  of  Totul 
Deaths  Uncertified. 


England  and  Wales  ...  ...  i.i 

105  Great  Towns  (including  London.)  ...  0.6 

157  Smaller  Towns  ...  ...  1.3 

London  ...  ...  ...  o.  1 


Poor  Law  Relief. 

Mr.  Evans,  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians,  has  kindly  supplied 
me  with  the  following  figures  relating  to  this  subject 

£ s.  d. 

Actual  expenditure  in  out-door  relief  in  1923  39,243  18  6f 

Average  yearly  expenditure  in  out-door  relief 

in  previous  five  years  ...  ...  39,056  9 o 

Increase  on  the  average  expenditure  in  out- 
door relief  ...  ...  ...  ...  187  9 6f 

Number  of  inmates  of  Londoh  Road  Institution  at  end 

of  year  1923  ...  ...  ...  ...  478 

Average  number  of  inmates  for  previous  five  years  ...  465 

Number  of  persons  who  received  out-door  relief  in 

1923  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,128 

Average  number  of  persons  who  received  out-door  relief 

in  previous  five  years  ...  ...  ...  7,821 

The  expenditure  on  out-door  relief,  whilst  still  above  the 
average  for  the  preceding  five  years,  shews  a great  reduction  as 
compared  with  the  years  1922  and  1921.  The  number  of  persons 
in  receipt  of  relief,  9,128,  compares  with  17,513  in  1922,  and 
14,591  in  1921. 

In  connection  with  this  matter  of  out-door  relief,  it  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  supply  of  food  to  people  temporarily 
destitute  closely  affects  the  g-eneral  state  of  the  public  health,  and 
that  there  is  an  undoubted  connection  between  the  low  death  rates 
of  recent  years  and  the  fact  that  to-day,  in  this  country  at  any 
rate,  parents  can  obtain  supplies  for  themselves  and  their  children 
of  the  simple  necessities  of  life,  even  in  times  of  severe  trade 
depression. 

Medical  Relief. 

During  the  fourteen  months  ended  December  31st,  1923,  the 
number  of  in-patients  treated  at  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire 
Hospital  was  3,298,  with  a daily  average  number  of  157.5. 


50 


The  total  number  of  cases  dealt  with  by  the  Coventry 
District  Nursing  Association  during  the  year  was  708.  A small 
part  of  the  City  is  provided  with  nurses  by  the  Foleshill  Nursing 
Association. 

Pauper  Sickness. 

Returns  are  received  from  fhe  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  each 
fortnight  concerning  the  new  cases  of  pauper  sickness.  In  all, 

1 ,697  such  cases  have  been  returned ; of  these,  280  occurred  in 
the  Coventry  Rural  District.  These  returns  afford  an  indication 
of  the  amount  and  locality  of  illness  among  the  poorest. 

II.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

WATER. 

Particulars  of  the  various  sources  of  the  public  water  supply 
were  set  out  in  the  Report  for  1919  (pp.  38-39). 

It  is  my  duty  again  to  point  to  the  desirability  of  covering  in 
the  tank  at  Spon  End.  This  tank,  which  is  circular,  has  a 
diameter  of  99  feet  9 inches,  and  is  open  to  every  kind  of  pollution 
that  can  be  carried  by  wind  from  the  neighbouring  streets;  being 
exposed  to  the  sunlight  the  growth  of  weed  is  fostered ; and  the 
water  is  supplied  direct  to  the  mains  without  any  prior  filtration 
or  purification  process. 

During  the  year  the  Bacteriological  Examiner  drew  attention 
to  the  high  bacterial  counts  being  obtained  when  samples  from 
this  tank  were  tested.  The  surface  pollution  had  undoubtedly 
something  to  do  with  this,  and  to  obviate  the  inclusion  of  any 
top  water  in  the  samples  an  apparatus  was  obtained,  by  the  use 
of  which  samples  could  be  taken  from  any  reg'ulated  depth. 
Samples  so  obtained  have  indicated  quite  clearly  that  the  water 
in  the  tank  is  less  pure  than  on  its  entrance  from  the  wells. 

Your  Waterworks  Engineer  kindly  informs  me  that  during 
the  twelve  months  1,111,939,808  gallons  of  water  have  been 
supplied  from  the  public  sources  to  the  City;  of  this  355,866,798 
gallons  were  supplied  from  Spon  End,  and  467,920,000  gallons 
from  Shustoke;  whilst  283,841,280  gallons  have  been  supplied 
from  Whitley;  and  4,311,730  gallons  from  the  North  Warwick- 
shire supply.  He  also  informs  me  that  106  new  services  have  been 
laid  on  to  build  and  supply  218  houses  and  33  other  buildings; 
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guarantees  have  been  received  for  119  and  76  various  completed 
buildings  respectively,  in  which  are  included  253  water-closets  and 
157  new  baths. 

Of  the  total  amount,  it  is  estimated  that  1,008,157,575  gallons 
were  used  ini  the  City;  a daily  average  of  2,762,075  gallons,  or 
21.17  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

During  the  year  70  samples  of  water  for  chemical  analysis, 
and  56  for  bacteriological  examination,  were  obtained  from  the 
various  sources  of  the  public  water  supply.  The  results  of  the 
chemical  analyses  are  given  on  the  following  pages. 


Results  of  Analyses  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000. 

SHUSTOKE. 


or 


P7 

33 

P.7 

•25 

SL9 

22 

25 

« 

!8 

18 

86 

97 


Free  and 
Saline 
Ammonia. 

Organic 

Ammonia. 

Chlorine  in 
Chlorides. 

Nitrogen 

in 

Nitrates 

and 

Nitrites. 

Oxygen 

absorbed 

in 

Four 
Hours  at 
8o°  F. 

Total  Solid 
Matter. 

Hardness. 

Tem- 

porary. 

Perma- 

nent. 

Total. 

0 002 

I 

0-014  2-4 

0-247 

0-041 

34-6 

6-71 

7-86 

14-57 

0020 

0-008  2-6 

0-206 

0-049 

31-6 

12-28 

12-86 

25-14 

0 006 

0-006  2-5 

0 082 

0-106 

30-4 

9-71 

10-29 

20-00 

0-002 

0-004 

2-3 

0164 

0-047 

28-4 

7-0 

14-29 

21-29 

0-002 

0-004 

2-6 

0123 

0 056 

24-2 

6-28 

10-86 

17-14 

0003 

0-004 

2-4 

0-165 

0 059 

31-2 

8-00 

10-57 

18-57 

0-008 

0004 

2-4 

0 206 

0-036 

30-4 

9-14 

10  0 

19-14 

0001 

0 001 

2 3 

0-206 

0054 

36-2 

1114 

11-00 

22-14 

0-005 

0 007 

2-3 

0 206 

0-035 

34-8 

7-29 

12-00 

19-29 

0 008 

0-007 

2-3 

0 082 

0 038 

29-8 

5-43 

9-71 

15-14 

0 006 

0-002 

2-4 

0-070 

0-042 

29-0 

743 

12-57 

20-00 

0009 

0-003 

2-3 

0 062 

0049 

27-4 

311 

12-60 

15-71 

Remarks. 


Bright  and  clear 
Bright,  traces  of  small  particles 
Bright  and  clear 
Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Bright,  slight  traces  sm’ll  particles 
Bright  and  clear 

Bright,  slight  traces  sm’ll  particles 
Bright  and  clear 
Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do 


NORTH  WARWICKSHIRE  WATER  SUPPLY. 


(Munition  Cottages.) 


,e- 

Free  and 
Saline 
Ammonia. 

Organic 
Ammonia  | 

Chlorine  in 

Chlorides 

Nitrogen 

in 

Nitrates 

and 

Nitrites. 

Oxygen 

absorbed 

in 

Four 
Hours  at 
8o°  F. 

Total  Solid 

Matter. 

Hardness. 

Remarks. 

Tem- 

porary. 

Perma- 

nent. 

Total. 

i. 

•27 

0-002 

0 003 

20 

0-082 

o-oii 

45-6 

13-14 

13  29 

26-43 

Bright 

and  clear 

S3 

0-008 

0-008 

1-7 

0 206 

0-019 

438 

12-28 

15-43 

27-71 

I)o. 

do. 

27 

0002 

0 000 

20 

0-206 

0 035 

42-8 

12-57 

13-14 

25-71 

Do. 

do. 

B2 

0 001 

0001 

2-1 

traces 

0011 

38  8 

14-85 

12-29 

27-14 

Do. 

do. 

>19 

0-002 

0 001 

1-8 

0-008 

0 004 

384 

9 00 

15-00 

24  00 

Do. 

do. 

22 

0002 

traces 

2-0 

0-165 

0 007 

42-8 

800 

16-86 

24-86 

Bright,  slight  traces  sm  11  particles 

25 

0003 

0 003 

2 1 

0-206 

0-008 

39-4 

8-86 

17-71 

26-57 

Bright  and  clear 

28 

o-coi 

traces 

1-9 

0-206 

0-004 

41-4 

11-58 

17-71 

29-29 

Do. 

do. 

29 

traces 

traces 

1-8 

0165 

0-028 

42-0 

15-43 

11-43 

26-86 

Do. 

do. 

18 

0 002 

traces 

1-8 

0 143 

0-008 

42-4 

13-43 

10  00 

23  43 

Do. 

do. 

26 

0004 

o-ooi. 

1-9 

0-206 

o-oio 

42-6 

15-72 

11-14 

26-86 

Do. 

do. 

27 

0-003 

0-001 

1-8 

0-165 

0-011 

45-4 

14-00 

12-29 

26-29 

Do. 

do. 
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DOEBANK  WELL,  SPON  END. 


Date 

of 

Receipt 

of 

Sample. 

«' 

= <u-g 
”.5-o 

oi 
£ g 

• 2 wi 

r « 
i.*2 

Nitrogen 

Oxygen 

absorbed 

Total  Solid 

Matter. 

Hardness. 

373  E 

E 

a ° 

S 

•r«  M 

5° 

Nitrates 

and 

Nitrites. 

Four 
Hours  at 
8o°  F. 

Tem- 

porary. 

Perma- 

nent. 

Total. 

Remarks. 

1923. 
Jan.  27 

0-002 

0 004 

2-2 

0-329 

0-037 

52-8 

11-29 

14-00 

25-29 

Bright,  few  small  particles  & fib 

Feb.  23 

0-012 

0-012 

2-4 

0-411 

0 053 

48-6 

10-57 

14-29 

21-86 

Bright,  traces  of  small  particle-. 

Mar.  27 

0-002 

0 002 

2-5 

0-373 

0 035 

51-8 

10-57 

15-14 

25-71 

Bright  and  clear 

April  25 

0-002 

0-005 

2-2 

0-247 

0-036 

42-2 

12-14 

15-43 

27-57 

Bright,  traces  of  small  particles 

May  19 

0 002 

0 003 

2-1 

0-373 

0-004 

46-2 

12-57 

14-57 

27-14 

Do  do. 

June  22 

0-003 

0 002 

2-2 

0-329 

0011 

52-8 

9-14 

12-57 

21-71 

Bright,  slight  traces  of  small 

July  25 

0-004 

0005 

2-2 

0-329 

0-01L 

51-0 

13-29 

20-57 

34-86 

Bright  and  clear  ; partjc 

Aug.  28 

0 003 

0-002 

2-3 

0-411 

0 008 

49-8 

12-14 

19-86 

32  00 

Do.  slight  traces  small  partic 

Sept.  28 

0-005 

0 002 

2-2 

0-453 

0-011 

50-6 

1314 

15-43 

28-57 

Do.  do.  fibres 

Oct.  18 

0-004 

0 001 

1-9 

0-329 

0011 

50-0 

10-57 

10-86 

21-43 

Do.  do.  do. 

Nov.  26 

0 005 

0002 

1-9 

0-247 

0 025 

50-4 

12-43 

14-57 

27-00 

Do.  very  slight  traces  of  fibre1 

Dec.  27 

0 005 

0-003 

2-2 

0-246 

0011 

51-6 

9-83 

20  03 

29-86 

Bright  and  clear 

TANK,  SPON  END. 


1923.  | 

Jan.  27  | 

0 002 

0-004 

1-8 

0--288 

0018 

44-4 

11-71 

11-43 

23-14 

Bright,  few  small  particles 

Feb.  23  | 

0016 

0-012 

2-0 

0-247 

0-022 

43-8 

8 0 

16  86 

24-86 

Do. 

traces  of  small  particle 

Mar.  27 

0-002 

0 005 

2-4 

0-329 

0-035 

45-4 

12  42 

12-29 

2471 

Bright  and  clear 

April  25 

o-ooi 

0-004 

20 

0 206 

0-018 

38  6 

8-15 

15-71 

23-86 

Bright,  traces  of  small  particle 

Mav  19 

0 002 

0 003 

2-0 

0329 

0-008 

43-2 

1342 

12  29 

25  71 

Do. 

do. 

green  grow 

June  22 

0 005 

0 003 

2-0 

0-453 

0011 

45-4 

12-71 

1343 

2614 

Bright, slight  traces  small  partii 

July  25 

0-004 

0-004 

21 

0 373 

0-011 

46-4 

12-57 

19-43 

320 

Bright  and  clear 

Aug.  28 

0-003 

0 002 

2 1 

0-373 

0 019 

43-2 

11-57 

1914 

30  71 

Do. 

slight  traces  fibrous  parti' 

Sept.  28 

0-003 

0-002 

2-0 

0-373 

0-014 

438 

14-33 

11-86 

2619 

Do. 

do 

small  fibres 

Oct.  18 

0 006 

o-ooi 

1-8 

0-288 

0-015 

41-6 

8-57 

10  00 

18-57 

Do.  considerable  amount  of  sd 

green  fibres  and  parti 

Nov.  26 

0-004 

0-002 

1-9 

0-206 

0-021 

47-8 

12-86 

13-71 

26  57 

Do. 

very  slight 

traces 

of  fil 

and  so 

Dec.  27 

0-005 

0-002 

2 0 

0-288 

0-018 

44-4 

10-85 

18-29 

29-14 

Do. 

slight  traces  small  fibres 

WHITLEY. 

1923. 

Jan.  27 

0-002 

0 004 

4-1 

0 741 

0-007 

64-2 

18-58 

21-71 

40-29 

Bright  and  clear  (after  treatin' 

Feb.  23 

0-016 

0-008 

40 

0-905 

0-019 

65-4 

10-86 

23-71 

34-57 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

dc 

Mar.  27 

0 003 

0-004 

4-3 

0-494 

0 035 

63-8 

15-14 

22-86 

38-00 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

dc 

„ 27 

0-003 

0 005 

4-3 

0-494 

0 035 

67-8 

16-14 

22-57 

38-71 

Do. 

do. 

before 

dc 

April  25 

0 001 

0-002 

4-1 

0-617 

0-022 

60-2 

90 

22-86 

31-86 

Do. 

do. 

before 

dc 

„ 25 

0 001 

0 003 

4-1 

0 576 

0018 

65-4 

8-0 

25-43 

33-43 

Do. 

do. 

after 

dc 

May  19 

o-ooi 

0-002 

4-1 

0-741 

0 004 

672 

11-43 

24-28 

35-71 

Do. 

do. 

before 

dc 

,,  19 

o-ooi 

0 002 

4-1 

0-782 

0-004 

66-8 

12-85 

24-86 

37-71 

Do. 

do. 

after 

dc 

June  22 

0-005 

0 002 

4-0 

0-782 

0-007 

59-8 

14-29 

22-00 

36-29 

Do. 

do. 

before 

dc 

22 

0-003 

0-002 

4-0 

0-823 

0-011 

61-2 

14-34 

22-87 

37-71 

Do. 

do. 

after 

dc 

July  25 

0-013 

0 006 

4-0 

0-820 

0-011 

68-4 

16-00 

21-43 

37  43 

Do. 

do. 

before 

dc 

„ 25 

0-012 

0-005 

4-U 

0-782 

0-008 

69-2 

14-86 

22-00 

36-86 

Do. 

do. 

after 

dc 

Aug.  28 

o-ooi 

0-001 

4-0 

0-741 

0 008 

65-8 

12-28 

18-29 

30-57 

Do. 

do. 

before 

d< 

28 

o-ooi 

0 001 

4-0 

0-699 

0-008 

66-6 

11-14 

20-29 

31-43 

Do. 

do. 

after 

dc 

Sept.  28 

0-002 

0-002 

4-1 

0 741 

0-021 

73-8 

8-72 

19-57 

28-29 

Do. 

do. 

before 

d< 

,,  28 

0-002 

0-002 

4-0 

0-782 

0-014 

69-6 

8-72 

19-71 

28-43 

Do. 

do. 

after 

d< 

Oct.  18 

0-006 

0-002 

4-0 

0-411 

0011 

69-8 

9-29 

24-57 

33-86 

Do. 

do. 

before 

d« 

„ 18 

0 005 

0-002 

4-0 

0-494 

0-011 

69-6 

10-43 

23-71 

34-14 

Do. 

do. 

after 

d« 

Nov.  26 

0 005 

0-002 

4-1 

0-373 

0 021 

68-8 

12-57 

25  43 

38-00 

Do. 

do. 

before 

d' 

,,  26 

0-005 

0-002 

4-1 

0-411 

0-021 

68-0 

13-43 

25-71 

39-14 

Do. 

do. 

after 

d- 

Dec.  27 

0 007 

0-002 

4-0 

0-411 

0-011 

69-2 

9-04 

25-14 

34-18 

Do. 

do. 

before 

d 

» 27 

0-007 

0 002 

4-0 

0-373 

0-011 

71-0 

10-00 

24-71 

34-71 

Do. 

do. 

after 

d 
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RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 


See  the  Report  for  1919. 

In  September  last  an:  invitation  was  received  from  the  Minis- 
try of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  (South  Wales  Area)  to  a meeting 
of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  more  important  centres  in 
the  Severn  Watershed  to  meet  the  Standing  Committee’s  Scientific 
Adviser  for  the  discussion  of  the  subject  of  the  pollution,  of  the 
River  Severn,  and  the  framing  of  a scheme  for  the  general  con- 
tinuous observation,  of  the  river  from  the  point  of  view  of  pollu- 
tion. The  meeting  was  held  on.  November  28th  at  Worcester, 
a considerable  number  of  Authorities  being  represented,  and  it 
was  resolved  : — 

“ That  a note  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be 
circulated  to  all  Authorities  concerned  in.  the  waters  of  the 
River  Severn,  and  its  tributaries,  with  the  recommendation 
that  the  Authorities  should  participate  in  a one-day  intensive 
survey,  and  as  far  as  possible  in  a weekly  examination  of  the 
river,  at  one  or  more  fixed  positions,  on  lines  recommended 
by  the  Ministry’s  Standing  Committee  on  Rivers  Pollution.” 

Subsequently,  on  March  19th,  1924,  a further  conference  was 
held  at  Shrewsbury,  with  a view  to  determining  the  details  and 
day  of  the  general  survey  proposed.  It  was  apparently  intended 
to  confine  the  survey,  at  any  rate  at  first,  to  the  main  river  and 
the  points  of  union  of  its  tributaries. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

See  the  Report  for  1920. 

During  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Health  sanctioned  a scheme 
on  the  Activated  Sludge  (diffused  air)  principle,  to  treat  to  com- 
plete purification  two  million  gallons  of  sewage  per  day. 

Work  at  Baginton  in  connection  with  this  scheme  has  been 
commenced,  and  is  now  proceeding. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  total  number  of  water  closets  in  houses,  institutions, 
schools,  factories  and  workshops  in  the  City  is  33,364.  There 
are  9 privy  middens  and  16  pail  closets  in  premises  which  are 
some  considerable  distance  from  the  public  sewers.  During  the 
past  ten  years  the  number  of  privies  and  pail  closets  converted 
into  water  closets  has  been  34. 
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SCAVENGING. 

Your  City  Engineer  has  kindly  informed  me  that  25,901  tons 
of  house  refuse  have  been,  removed  during-  the  year. 

25,741  tons  of  this  material  were  carted  to  the  Refuse 
Destructor,  and  there  dealt  with,  whilst  160  tons  were  carted  to 
tips.  Various  particulars  relating  to  refuse  collection  and  destruc- 
tion appeared  in  the  Report  for  1913. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 


That  portion  of  the' work  of  the  Health  Department  connected 
with  nuisances  in  and  around  dwellings  can  best  be  set  out  in 
tabular  form.  The  figures  in  relation  to  these  matters  for  the 
year  are  as  follows  : — 


Drainage  and  Pavement.  1922. 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  from  obstruc- 
tion ...  ...  ...  ...  306 

Drains  provided  with  efficient  traps  ...  33 

New  Drains,  inspection  and  intercepting 

chambers  provided  ...  ...  4 

Drains  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Sink  drains  disconnected  from  sewer  

Soil  pipes  and  ventilating  shafts  provided 

or  improved  ...  ...  ...  10 

Rain-water  pipes  disconnected  from  the 

sewer  ...  ...  

Courts  and  back  yards  paved  and  repaired  111 


Dwellings. 

Floors  of  dwellings  relaid  or  repaired 
Dilapidated  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ... 
Damp  walls — damp  courses  inserted 
Roofs  repaired  and  made  weatherproof  ... 
Dangerous  stairs  repaired 
Additional  windows  provided  and  others 
made  to  open 
Defective  spouts  repaired 
Pantry  ventilation  improved 
Houses  provided  with  food  stores 
New  sinks  provided 

New  waste  pipes  provided  and  others 
repaired  ... 

Foul  cellars  cleansed  and  defects  in  drains 
remedied  . 

Houses  limewashed  and  cleansed 
Houses  limewashed  after  infectious  disease 
Cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with 


124 

283 

10 

37i 

19 

*3* 

253 

12 

13 
48 

16 

34i 
1 1 1 
10 


1923. 

239 

20 

17 

17 

3 

4 
2 

23 


7i 

213 

2 

209 

20 

74 

*74 

3 

4 
10 

23 

12 

229 

*57 

7 
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Water  Closets  and  Urinals.  1922. 
Additional  water  closets  provided  ...  4 

Water  closets  reconstructed  ...  ...  7 

Water  closets  repaired  and  limewashed  ...  ■ 121 
Water  closets  provided  with  new  basins 

and  traps  ...  ...  ...  152 

Water  closet  pans  replaced  with  pedestals 
Defective  joints  in  flush  pipes  repaired  ...  132 

Foul  W.C.  basins  and  traps  cleansed  ...  166 

Defective  W.C.  cisterns  repaired  ...  278 

New  flushing  cisterns  provided  ...  18 

Urinals  cleansed  and  reconstructed  ...  7 

Urinals  abolished  ...  ...  


Privies,  Ashpits  and  Dustbins. 

Offensive  privies  and  pail  clo.-ets  con- 
verted into  W.C.’s 

Offensive  privies  and  pail  closets  abolished 

New  W.C.’s  erected  in  place  of  above 

Offensive  ashpits  abolished  ...  ...  3 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided  in  place  of 

above  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Other  houses  provided  with  sanitary 

dustbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  608 


Various. 

Smoke  nuisances  dealt  with  ..  ...  7 

Nuisances  from  animals  kept,  abated  ...  163 
Offensive  accumulations  removed  105 

Courts  and  back  yards  cleansed  by 

tenants  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Gipsy  tents  and  caravans  removed  

Water  supply — additional  taps  provided...  2 
Miscellaneous...  ...  ...  ...  448 


1923. 

9 

8 

5i 

62 

15 

69 

84 

122 

19 

6 

4 


4 

489 


15 

5° 

77 

5 

1 

20 

215 


Totals 


4-494 


2,860 


So  far  as  the  work  is  capable  of  tabulation,  the  number  of 
visits  and  other  work  involved  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Number  of  visits  to  premises  ... 

Number  of  statutory  notices  issued  ... 
Cleansing  notices,  statutory 
Number  of  informal  notices  issued 
Number  of  letters  issued 

Number  of  summonses  issued  for  non-com- 
pliance with  notice  to  abate  nuisance 
Number  of  nuisances  remaining  unabated 
Number  of  registered  premises  under  super- 
vision (not  including  workshops) 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  registered  premises 


1922. 

1923. 

28,388 

19.556 

232 

1 16 

364 

195 

2,633 

1.785 

2,127 

2,230 

7 

0 

31 

21 

53i 

630 

2,198 

1,848 

In  the  preceding  tables  the  figures  for  the  previous  year  are 
inserted  for  comparison. 
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In  my  Report  for  1922  1 drew  attention  to  the  lessened  work 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  as  compared  with  the  previous  year, 
and  explained  this  by  the  large  amount  of  work  involved  by  the 
City  being  included  in  a scheduled  area,  on,  account  of  the  presence 
of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  in  a neighbouring  district;  work 
which  has  no  direct  connection  with  the  public  health,  and  in 
many  districts  is  done  by  the  Police  and  not  by  the  Sanitary 
Staff. 

For  1923  there  is  recorded  a still  further  diminution  of  work 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors;  this  further  falling  off  is  largely  due 
to  the  cutting  down  of  the  staff  of  Inspectors  by  two. 

A glance  at  the  Summary  of  Inspectors’  work  (on  page  59J 
for  the  past  ten  years  will  show  how  very  important  this  work  is. 
Owing  to  the  fact  that  for  some  years  past  it  has  been  impossible 
to  close  unfit  houses,  or  get  them  improved,  by  means  of  the 
Housing  Acts  (owing  to  the  lack  of  alternative  accommodation), 
the  only  action  that  can  be  taken  in  the  way  of  getting  defects 
patched  up  is  by  dealing  with  them  as  “ nuisances  ” under  the 
Public  Health  Act.  The  necessity  for  this  is  greater  now  than  it 
was  before  the  War;  there  is  no  doubt  at  all  that  the  existing 
housing  conditions  are  deteriorating  year  by  year,  and  that  if  tire 
Staff  were  larger  the  work  done  could  be  considerably  increased. 

(A  neighbouring  City,  recognising  the  growing  urgency  of 
this  work  brought  about  by  the  housing  problem,  has  increased 
its  staff  of  Inspectors  to  attempt  to  meet  the  position). 

Dealt  with  as  “ nuisances  ” are  cases  of  Overcrowding ; 
owing  to  the  scarcity  of  houses  only  serious  cases  can  be  dealt 
with  : particulars  of  these  were  as  follows  : — 

(1)  The  house  contained  two  bedrooms  and  two  living:  rooms.  One 
bedroom,  containing-  824  cubic  feet,  was  occupied  by  a man, 
wife,  daug-hter  of  4 years,  and  a son,  6 years.  Another  bedroom, 
containing  620  cubic  feet,  was  occupied  by  three  girls,  aged  10, 
13,  and  16  years  (whose  parents  slept  in  the  back  kitchen). 

The  back  kitchen,  containing  495  cubic  feet,  was  occupied  as 
a living  and  sleeping  room  by  a man  and  wife.  A boy,  aged 
1 1 years,  slept  in  the  front  living  room. 

(2)  The  house  contained  two  bedrooms  and  two  living  rooms.  One 
bedroom,  containing  1,008  cubic  feet,  was  occupied  by  a father, 
a son,  aged  22  years,  and  two  daughters,  aged  9 and  12 
years.  Another  bedroom,  containing  364  cubic  feet,  was  occu- 
pied by  a mother  and  two  daughters,  aged  18  and  21  years. 
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(3)  The  house  contained  three  bedrooms  and  one  living:  room.  One 
bedroom,  containing-  710  cubic  feet,  was  occupied  by  the 
man  and  wife,  two  daug-hters,  aged  5 and  7 years  respectively, 
and  two  sons,  aged  i\  years  and  4 months  respectively.  The 
other  two  bedrooms  were  sub-let  to  a man,  wife,  and  three 
children. 

(4)  The  house  contained  one  bedroom  and  one  living  room.  The 
bedroom,  containing  058  cubic  feet,  was  occupied  by  a man, 
wife,  two  daughters,  aged  10  and  14  years,  and  a son  aged  iq 
years.  Another  son,  aged  17  years,  suffering  from  phthisis, 
had  also  occupied  this  room,  prior  to  his  admission  to  a Sana- 
torium. 

(5)  The  house  contained  one  living  room  and  one  bedroom.  The 
bedroom,  containing  1,128  cubic  feet,  was  occupied  by  a man, 
wife,  and  two  daughters,  aged  5 years  and  8 years,  and  two 
sons,  aged  and  3 years  respectively.  Two  other  sons,  aged  it 
and  14  years,  were  said  to  take  their  meals  in  the  house  and 
sleep  elsewhere. 

(6)  The  house  contained  one  living  room  and  two  bedrooms.  One  bed- 
room, containing  74S  cubic  feet,  was  occupied  by  a man,  wife, 
and  two  sons,  aged  1 and  3 years.  Another  bedroom,  containing 
714  cubic  feet,  was  occupied  by  daughters,  aged  8 and  9 years, 
and  sons,  aged  4 years  and  6 years  respectively. 

(7)  The  house  contained  two  living  rooms  and  two  bedrooms.  One 

bedroom,  containing  1,005  cubic  feet,  was  occupied  by  a man, 
wife,  and  5 daughters,  aged  19,  12,  8,  7 and  2 years  respectively. 
Another  bedroom,  cbntaining  918  cubic  feet,  was  occupied  by 
three  sons,  aged  22,  16  and  13  years  respectively,  and  a 

daughter,  aged  4 years. 


Canal  Boats. 

Inspector  Clarke,  the  Inspector  under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts, 
furnishes  the  following-  information,  which  shows  the  steps  taken 
by  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  give  effect  to  the  Acts  and  Regula- 
tions affecting  Canal  Boats  : — 

Total  number  of  Boats  registered  to  31st  December,  1923  ...  479 

Boats  added  to  Register  in  1923  ...  ...  ...  5 

Registrations  cancelled  ...  ...  ...  192 

Actual  number  of  Boats  on  Register  on  31st  December,  1923  287 

Number  of  Boats  inspected  in  1923  ...  ...  ...  121 

Number  of  Boats  conforming  to  the  Acts  and  Regulations...  100 
Number  of  Boats  infringing  the  Acts  and  Regulations  ...  21 

Total  number  for  which  the  Cabins  were  registered  ...  363 

Total  number  occupying  the  Cabins  ...  ...  ...  322 
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Details  of  Occupations  : — 

Male  Adults 
Female  Adults 
Children  of  School  Age 
Children  under  School  Age 

Nmetf  °the8  Details  respecting  infringements. 

3 Registration 

g Absence  of  Certificate 

i Marking 

3 Overcrowding 

1 Females  over  12  Improperly  Occupying 

7 Painting 

2 Ventilation 

7 Dilapidation 

33  Total  cases  met  with.  Total  cases  remedied  27 


Number  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  printed  Notice  Forms  issued  ...  9 

Number  of  Notices  attended  to  ...  ...  3 

Number  still  corresponding  about  ...  ...  6 


References  to  Other  Departments. 

These  included  313  references  to  the  City  Engineer,  147  to 
the  Waterworks  Engineer,  1,389  to  the  Head  Teachers  of  the 
Schools,  and  duplicates  to  the  Education  Department,  and  480  to 
the  City  Librarian. 

The  character  of  the  references  to  the  City  Engineer  is  set  out 


in  the  following-  table  : — 

Dang-erous  buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Unauthorised  buildings  ...  ...  ...  7 

Foul  gullies  and  complaints  relating  to  sewers  ...  72 

Refuse  removal  ...  ...  ...  ...  196 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 


The  references  to  the  Waterworks  Engineer  dealt  with  such 
matters  as  waste  of  water  from  taps  and  cisterns,  those  to  Head 
Teachers  and  Education  Department  related  to  Infectious  Diseases 
among  school  children  and  exclusions  from  school,  and  those  1o 
the  City  Librarian  concerned  infected  homes  and  librarv  books. 

No  Magisterial  proceedings  have  been,  instituted  during  the 
year. 


...  105 

...  98 

...  89 

30 

No.  of  Cases 
remedied. 

3 

9 

1 
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1 

4 

2 

4 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  CONTROLLED  BY 
BYE-LAWS  OR  REGULATIONS. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings. 

There  are  40  houses  let  in  lodging's  on  the  Register,  thirteen 
of  which  are  used,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  Common 
Lodging  Houses.  These  thirteen  houses  provide  accommodation 
for  295  nightly  lodgers  (all  men),  and  the  total  number  of  lodgers 
received  nightly  averages  197. 

The  remaining  27  are  used  only  as  houses  let  in  lodgings, 
and  the  number  of  lodgers  occupying  them  at  the  present  time 
is: — 140  men,  118  women,  and  127  children. 

In  one  instance  two  adjoining  houses  are  conducted  as  one 
house  by  the  same  landlord,  and  used  more  or  less  as  a Common 
Lodging  House,  the  number  of  lodgers  being  20  men,  11  women, 
and  3 children. 

There  is  one  registered  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  City. 
This  house  is  registered  to  accommodate  86  male  lodgers,  the 
average  number  of  lodgers  received  being  82. 

On  numerous  occasions  during  bygone  years  I have  reported 
concerning  the  very  undesirable  conditions  often  found  to  exist 
in  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings.  In  a somewhat  lengthy  report  which 
I made  in  1906,  the  distinctive  features  of  a House  Let  in  Lodg- 
ings, as  compared  with  those  of  a Common  Lodging  House,  were 
set  forth.  The  distinction  is  brought  about  by  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  and  as  the  names  do  not  themselves  convey  an  exact 
idea  of  the  difference,  I am  herewith  quoting  from  my  Report 
for  1906  : — 

“ The  distinctive  feature  of  a Common  Lodging-  House  is  that  it 
takes  in  lodgers  of  the  poorer  classes,  and  that  they,  not  being  mem- 
bers of  the  same  family,  inhabit  common  bedrooms,  or  eat  in  common 
living  rooms. 

It  is  illegal  for  any  person  to  conduct  a house  as  a Common 
Lodging  House  without  its  being  registered  as  such  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority;  and  before  it  can  be  so  registered  it  has  to  be  inspected 
and  approved  as  a fit  house  for  such  purpose  by  an  officer  of  the  Local 
Authority;  when  once  so  registered,  the  Authority  cannot  cancel  the 
registration,  however  the  house  may  be  conducted.  Further,  the 
keeper  himself  has  to  be  registered  as  the  keeper,  and  the  Local 
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Authority  can  refuse  to  register  anyone  as  a keeper  unless  satisfied 
of  his  character  and  fitness  for  the  position. 

There  are  stringent  regulations  affecting  Common  Lodging 
Houses,  regarding  limewashing,  cleansing,  opening  *of  windows,  and 
various  other  matters,  such  as  power  of  entry  of  officers  of  the  Autho- 
rity, which,  if  strictly  enforced,  cause  these  houses  to  be  conducted 
in  a more  or  less  satisfactory  manner ; for  instance,  a space  of 
400  cubic  feet  is  allowed  for  each  person  in  the  bedrooms  ; each  bed- 
room contains  a card,  provided  by  the  Local  Authority,  stating  the 
number  of  persons  allowed  to  sleep  in  each  room. 

The  houses  are  visited  frequently  by  your  officers,  both  by  day 
and  by  night,  and  if  any  room  contained  more  than  the  registered 
number  of  occupiers,  or  there  were  any  improper  mixing  of  the  sexes, 
or  any  similar  infringement,  prosecution  would  follow. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  are  quite  different  from  ‘ Houses  Let  in 
Lodgings,’  and  must  not  be  confused  with  them. 

‘Houses  Let  in  Lodgings,’  or  sublet  houses,  include  all  houses 
where  lodgers  are  taken  in.  Every  householder  has  a right  to  take 
in  lodgers,  provided  he  does  not  take  in  the  poorer  classes,  and  allow 
them  to  use  common  bedrooms  or  common  living  rooms,  i.e.,  provided 
he  does  not  run  his  house  as  a Common  Lodging  House. 

The  Local  Authority  cannot  interfere  with  the  right  of  a house- 
holder to  sublet  his  house  to  lodgers,  i.e.,  to  let  one  room  to  this  per- 
son or  family,  and  another  to  another  person  or  family,  and  so  on  ; 
the  lodgers  in  these  cases  may  be  regarded  as  the  sub-tenants  of  par- 
ticular rooms.  The  power  which  the  Local  Authority  possesses  over 
these  houses  is  that  byelaws  may  be  made — 

( 1 ) for  fixing  the  number  of  persons  who  may  occupy  a house 
or  part  of  a house  which  is  let  in  lodgings,  etc.  ; 

(2)  for  the  registration  of  such  houses; 

(3)  for  their  inspection; 

(4)  for  enforcing  drainage  and  promoting  cleanliness  and  ventila- 
tion ; 

(5)  for  the  cleansing  and  limewashing  at  stated  times,  etc.  ; 

(6)  for  the  giving  of  notices  and  taking  precautions  in  .case  of 
infectious  disease. 

Your  Authority  has  made  such  byelaws ; and  there  are  a large 
number  of  houses  in  Coventry  to  which  these  could  be  made  to  apply. 

The  practice,  here,  however,  has  been  to  place  on  the  register 
such  houses  only  when  they  are  distinctly  of  a low  type,  and  where  it 
appeared  that  the  application  of  byelaws  was  desirable.” 

Only  40  such  houses  (i.e.,  houses  let  in  lodgings)  are  now 
on  the  register.  It  is  possible  that  some  advantages  would  result 
by  registering  a larger  number. 

The  distinction  between  these  two  classes  of  houses  will  now 
be  appreciated.  Anyone  can  sublet  his  house  to  lodgers  with  or 
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without  your  permission.  No  one  may  conduct  his  house  as  a 
Common  Lodging  House  without  your  permission. 

“As  a rule  most  of  these  houses  are  conducted  in  a way  which 
would  not  be  permitted  in  Common  Lodging  Houses,  and  overcrowd- 
ing of  the  worst  character  often  exists.” 

“ The  keepers  could  be  prosecuted  either  for  conducting  their 
houses  as  Common  Lodging  Houses  without  having  them  registered 
as  such,  or  for  not  being  themselves  registered.  Such  proceedings 
might  involve  difficulties  in  that  in  each  case  rather  elaborate  evidence 
might  be  needed  to  show  that  the  lodgers  were  of  the  poorer  classes, 
and  as  no  definition  exists  of  the  word  ‘ poorer,’  great  scope  for  argu- 
ment might  be  given  to  the  lawyers. 

Further,  it  may  reasonably  be  questioned  as  to  whether  any  ulti- 
mate benefit  would  result.  The  demand  for  such  cheap  Common 
Lodging  House  accommodation  exists,  and  as  it  is  not  met  either  by 
private  enterprise  or  by  the  Corporation,  great  inconvenience  and 
hardship  would  be  experienced  by  the  lodgers. 

If  applications  were  received  to  register  suitable  premises  on  the 
part  of  private  persons  the  difficulty  would  disappear.  Such  applica- 
tions, however,  are  not  being  received.  I am  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  contemplate  the  pro- 
vision of  a Common  Lodging  House  to  meet  this  demand.  If  this 
were  done,  it  would  be  reasonable  to  proceed  against  unauthorised 
persons  conducting  undesirable  houses  as  Common  Lodging  Houses 
where  those  houses  are  not  approved  by  your  Authority.” 

Following-  on  this  report,  a Sub-Committee  was  formed  to 
consider  and  report  on  the  question  of  the  provision  of  a Muni- 
cipal Common  Lodging  House;  information  was  collected  from 
those  towns  known  to  have  such  an  institution,  and  two  of  these 
were  visited.  The  Sub-Committee  reported  in  favour  of  the  pro- 
vision of  a Municipal  Common  Lodging  House,  and  was 
instructed  to  prepare  a scheme. 

During  the  course  of  the  next  few  years  various  sites  were 
considered,  and  your  City  Engineer  prepared  plans ; for  different 
reasons  these  sites  were  considered  unsuitable.  The  problem 
continued  to  be  investigated  by  the  Sub-Committee  until  1914, 
when  negotiations  were  opened  for  the  acquisition  of  an  existing 
building  which  might  be  adapted  for  the  purpose;  these  were 
nearly  completed  when  your  Committee  decided  that  the  cost  of 
adaptation  would  be  likely  to  be  unduly  large.  The  scheme  was 
therefore  turned  down.  And  the  war  put  an  end  to  any  further 
progress. 

The  matter  is,  however,  one  which  still  calls  for  attention. 
The  report  above  quoted  stands  equally  true  to-day;  further,  there 
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remains  now  only  one  registered  Common  Lodging  House,  and 
the  conditions  existing  in  some  of  the  houses  let  in  lodgings  (con- 
ducted as  common,  lodging  houses)  are  not  such  as  a community 
can  be  proud  of. 

A Municipal  Common  Lodging  House  would  meet  a great 
need,  and  if  not  of  a pretentious  character,  there  would  be  no 
reason  why  it  should  not  be  self-supporting". 

To  the  extent  of  its  accommodation  it  would  assist  the  housing 
problem. 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

The  following  tables  are  inserted  in  compliance  with  Section 
132  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901  : — 


i. — Inspection. 

Including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

i (Including  Factory  Laundries). 

26 

2 

•• 

; Workshops 

; (Including  Workshop  Laundries). 

195 

5 

•• 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  outworkers  premises  included 
in  Part  3 of  this  Report). 

15 

* * 

* * 

i Total  . . 

236 

7 

2.— Defects  Found. 

Number  of  Defects 

Number 

of 

Prosecu- 

tions. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

2 

2 

1 

1 

4 

4 

2 

1 

7 

7 

•• 

•• 

16 

15 

Particulars. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — * 
Want  of  cleanliness 
Want  of  ventilation 
Overcrowding  . . 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 
Other  nuisances 


Sanitary  accom- 
modation 


insufficient 
unsuitable  or  defective, 
not  separate  for  sexes  . 


Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act:— 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake- 
house (s.  101) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for 
bakehouses  (ss.  97  to  100)  . . 

Other  offences  . . 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 
which  are  included  in  Part  3 of  this 
Report). 

Total  . . 


muse  speumcu  II 

idcr  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
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Outworkers. 

3. — Home  Work. 

During  the  year,  81  firms  were  circularised  and  asked  for 
information  in  regard  to  their  employment  of  outworkers.  As  a 
result,  29  lists  relating  to  155  outworkers  were  received.  Of 
these,  91  lived  in  the  City,  and  64  outside;  and  these  latter  cases 
were  reported  to  the  authorities  concerned.  An  inspection  was 
made  of  the  home  premises  of  those  workers  residing  in  the  City 
who  had  been  shown  on  the  returns  as  employed  in  the  making 
of  wearing  apparel  and  textile  fabrics. 


4- — Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Number. 

f Bakers 

66 

& 

Sugar  Boilers 

2 

A 

Watch  Makers 

28 

rX 

Dressmakers  . . 

27 

O 

Tailors 

62 

^ 6 

Boot  Makers  and  Repairers 

30 

d 0 

Milliners 

35 

A ^ 

O rtf 

Joiners  and  Carpenters  . . 

10 

3 S 

Cabinet  Makers 

3 

m'  is 

Cycle  Repair  Shops 

12 

0 s 

Ironmongers  and  Smiths 

13 

3 

Plumbers  and  Painters  . 

6 

; sj 
-r|  »1 

Gas  Fitters  and  Bellhangers 

3 

9 p 

Pattern  Makers  and  Brassfounders  . . 

2 

£ e3 

Saddlers 

4 

0 $ 

Tinworkers 

1 

cn  2 

0 3 

Picture  Framers 

3 

“ 0 

cc 

Laundries 

2 

r3  O 

O ^ 

Box  and  Bag  Makers 

1 

-+a  c3 

C ^ 
c3 

Printers  and  Bookbinders 

2 

Card  Stampers 

1 

u 

O 

Engravers,  etc. 

1 

34 

Marine  Store  Dealers 

3 

S 

HH 

Coach  Builders  and  Wheelwrights 

Various 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 

2 

103 

411 

5. — Other  Matters. 


Class. 

Number.  * 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 

(s.  133),  1901 



0 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by 
H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but 
not  under  the  Factory  and  Work- 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

Reports  (of  action  taken) 

9 

shop  Act  (s.  5),  1901  .. 

sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  . . 

9 

Other 

. 

3 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  : — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

0 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 



0 

68 


Offensive  Trades. 

Number  of  fish  fryers  on  register  ...  ...  102 

,,  ,,  tripe  boilers  on  register  ...  ...  11 

,,  ,,  hide  and  skin  dealers  on  register  ...  3 

,,  ,,  rag  and  bone  dealers  on  register  ...  3 


These  premises  have  been  visited  from  time  to  time,  and  were 
found  to  be  kept  as  free  from  effluvia  as  the  nature  of  the  trade 
would  allow. 

Eleven  applications  were  received  from  persons  desirous  of 
establishing  the  trade  of  fish  fryer,  and  of  these,  six  were  granted 
and  five  refused. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year  concerning 
the  excessive  smoke  emitted  from  fifteen  factory  chimneys,  and 
one  hundred  and  sixty  observations  have  been  made.  In  most 
instances,  an  improvement  has  been  effected  by  sending  a letter 
of  caution  or  notice. 

Owing  to  the  exceptional  nature  of  the  work  carried  on  at 
one  large  factory,  it  is  proposed  to  substitute  oil  fuel  for  coal, 
with  the  view  to  obviating  the  smoke  nuisance  complained  of  by 
the  residents  of  the  dwelling  houses  in  the  vicinity  who  submitted 
a memorial  to  the  City  Council  with  respect  to  this  nuisance. 

HI.  FOOD. 

(4)  MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  milk  supply  during  the  year  1923  averaged  4,000  gallons 
per  day.  Of  this  quantity -about  300  gallons  were  produced  in 
the  City,  the  remainder  being  produced  in  the  adjoining  County  at 
farms  within  a radius  of  eight  miles. 

The  supply  considerably  exceeded  the  demand  during  the 
whole  of  the  year. 

About  1,100  gallons  of  milk  are  clarified  and  “pasteurised 
daily  at  the  Co-operative  Society’s  Dairy.  In  addition  to  the 
above,  about  1,500  pint  bottles  of  sterilized  milk  are  brought  into 
the  City  daily. 

During  the  year,  18  specimens  were  examined  for  tubercle 
under  our  “ Milk  Clauses.”  Tubercle  bacilli  were  not  found  in 
any  of  these  specimens. 
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Cowsheds. 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  on  Register,  December  1922  8 


9 9 99  99  99 

9 9 

1923 

8 

,,  ,,  Cowsheds  in  use 

9 9 

1922 

13 

99  99  99  99 

9 9 

1923 

i4 

,,  ,,  visits  during  the  year 

... 

!7 

With  the  exception  of  limewashing 

not  being 

carried 

out 

the  specified  dates,  no  contraventions  were  observed. 

Milkshops. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1922. 

Under  Section  2 (3)  of  the  above  Act  it  is  laid  down  that  two 
registers  shall  be  kept,  i.e.  : — 

Register  No.  1 : Which  shall  contain  the  names  of  all  persons 
carrying  on  the  trade  of  retail  purveying  of  milk  in  the  City, 
whether  they  reside  here  or  elsewhere,  and 

Register  No.  2 : Which  shall  record  the  names  of  wholesale 
traders  and  producers  in  the  City  not  selling  milk  by  retail ; and 
also  the  names  of  producers  residing  outside  the  City  who  sell  and 
deliver  milk  wholesale  to  retailers  within  the  City. 

On  December  31st,  1923,  there  were  recorded  : — 

On  No.  1 Register  : — 

Total  No.  of  retail  purveyors  ...  488 

and  of  these  there  were 

(a)  Residing  in  the  City  ...  419 

( b ) Residing  outside  the  City  69 

On  No.  2 Register  : — 

Total  No.  of  wholesale  traders  and 

producers  (not  selling  by  retail)  ...  14 

Of  1 22  retailers’  applications  approved  by  the  Committee  dur- 
ing the  year,  1 1 only  were  in  respect  to  loose  milk ; 95  were  in 
connection  with  the  sale  of  milk  in  bottles;  and  the  remaining  16 
in  respect  of  milk  rounds  only. 

Applications  were  also  received  from  69  persons  residing  out- 
side who  were  desirous  of  selling  milk  by  retail  within  the  City, 
and  from  14  persons  who  sell  milk  wholesale. 

Under  Section  2 (1),  which  empowers  the  Local  Authority  to 
remove  the  name  of  any  retail  purveyor  from  the  register  if  they 
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are  satisfied  that  the  public  health  is  or  is  likely  to  be  endangered 
by  any  act  or  default  of  his  in  relation  to  the  quality,  storage  or 
distribution  of  milk,  a report  has  been  prepared  for  the  Public 
Health  Committee  with  a view  to  action  being  taken  where  the 
unsuitable  conditions  of  storage  are  a menace  to  the  cleanness  and 
wholesomeness  of  the  milk. 

The  whole  of  the  premises  in  the  City  from  which  milk  is  sold, 
including  shops  and  other  places  selling  loose  milk,  have  been 
inspected  during  the  year.  Many  of  these  appear  to  be  wholly 
unsuitable  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  milk,  and  as  far  as  possible 
these  premises  have  been  graded  after  the  preliminary  inspection 
as  follows  : — 

Class  I.  20;  Class  II.  141  ; Class  III.  122. 

MILK  AND  CREAM  REGULATIONS,  1912  AND  1917. 

1.  Milk  and  Cream  not  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 


(a) 

(b) 

Number  of  samples 

Number  in  which  a 

examined  for  the  presence 

preservative  was  reported 

of  a preservative. 

to  be  present. 

Milk  

274 

0 

Cream 

0 

0 

No  samples  of  cream  were  taken  for  analysis. 

(B)  MEAT. 

(i.)  During  the  year  582  visits  have  been  made  to  the 
slaughter-houses  in  order  to  inspect  meat,  and  to  enforce  the  bye- 
laws relating  to  such  houses. 

Eighteen  contraventions  were  observed  relating  to  limewash- 
ing of  walls,  cleansing  of  floors,  removal  of  offal,  and  absence  of 
suitable  receptacles  for  offal.  These  contraventions  were 
remedied. 

(ii.)  A public  abattoir  has  not  been  established,  although  land 
has  been  purchased  for  its  erection.  As  there  is  no  fixed  time  for 
slaughtering  in  private  slaughter-houses,  no  adequate  arrange- 
ment is  possible  for  the  inspection  of  meat  at  the  time  of  slaughter. 

(iii.)  It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  institute  proceedings 
under  Section  1 1 7 of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 
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(iv.)  Sixty-six  carcases  or  parts  of  carcases  of  animals  were 
condemned  for  tuberculosis. 

Notifications  were  received  from  48  butchers  using  27 
slaughter-houses,  concerning  the  carcases  of  162  animals,  viz.  : — 
14  bullocks,  83  cows,  40  heifers,  t sheep,  and  24  pigs,  these  being 
found  after  slaughter  to  be  diseased  or  unsound.  The  meat  sur- 
rendered and  destroyed  in  connection  with  these  notifications  was 
estimated  to  amount  to  6,712  lbs.,  and  was  as  follows  : — Beef, 
6,382  lbs.  (of  which  3,996  lbs.  were  tuberculous) ; mutton,  35  lbs.  ; 
and  pork,  295  lbs. 

The  number  of  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  at  different 
dates  was  as  follows  : — 


In  1914. 

In  January.  1923. 

In  December.  1923. 

Registered 

II 

II 

Licensed 

35 

33 

34 

Total 

49 

44 

45 

During  the  year  one  application  was  received  for  premises 
to  be  licensed  as  a slaughter-house,  and  this  was  granted. 

(C)  OTHER  FOODS. 

Unsound  Food. 

The  following  quantities  of  unsound  food  have  been  sur- 
rendered from  shops  and  stores  : — 

2,010  lbs.  of  imported  beef,  mutton,  kidneys  and  bacon;  25 
tins  of  condensed  milk,  15  tins  of  meat,  36  tins  of  fruit,  4^  tons  of 
fish,  499  rabbits,  8 chickens,  16  ducks,  4,708  eggs,  30  lbs.  of  fluid 
eggs,  6 cwts.  of  apples,  3 crates  of  mushrooms,  and  6 cwts.  of 
black  currants. 


Bakehouses. 

Number  on  Register,  December,  1922  ...  ...  87 

,,  dispensed  with  during  the  year...  ...  4 

,,  of  Bakehouses  unoccupied  ...  ...  19 

,,  ,,  changes  of  occupancy  ...  •••  o 

,,  ,,  Bakehouses  opened  during  the  year  ...  2 

,,  ,,  Bakehouses  on  Register,  December, 

1923  ...  ...  ...  •••  85 

,,  ,,  visits  ...  •••  •••  •••  69 

,,  ,,  contraventions  observed  ...  ...  8 

,,  ,,  contraventions  remedied  ..  ...  8 


The  contraventions  observed  related  to  the  limewashing  of 
walls  and  ceilings. 
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SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS,  1875  TO  1907. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  articles 
purchased  and  submitted  for  analysis  during  the  year  : — 


Articles. 

Genuine. 

Not  Genuine. 

Total. 

New  Milk 

270 

4 

274 

Dried  Milk 

3 

3 

Butter 

24 

24 

Lard 

8 

8 

Margarine 

6 

6 

Arrowroot  . . 

4 

4 

Camphorated  Oil 

6 

6 

Borax 

6 

6 

Boric  Ointment 

4 

4 

Castor  Oil. . 

4 

4 

Medicine  . . 

1 

1 

Total 

336 

4 

340 

The  samples  were  collected  in  the  following  manner  : — 
Formal  samples,  242;  preliminary  samples,  98. 

All  the  samples  of  butter,  lard,  margarine,  arrowroot,  cam- 
forated  oil,  borax,  boric  ointment,  and  castor  oil  were  certified  to 
be  genuine  and  of  good  quality,  and  the  medicine  as  having  been 
accurately  dispensed. 

Of  the  274  samples  of  new  milk  analysed,  270  were  certified 
to  be  genuine,  3 poor  in  quality,  and  1 adulterated  with  10  per 
cent,  of  added  water.  As  the  vendor  of  the  adulterated  sample 
was  supplied  from  a farm  outside  the  City,  a sample  was  obtained 
on  delivery  by  the  County  Inspector,  and  this  was  also  found  to 
contain  10  per  cent,  ol  added  water.  Proceedings  were  subse- 
quently instituted  by  the  Inspector  to  the  Warwickshire  County 
Council. 


All  the  dairy  products  were  examined  for  preservatives. 
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SALE  OF  FOOD  ORDERS,  1921. 

The  various  shops,  stores,  and  markets  have  been  visited 
from  time  to  time  in  order  to  enforce  the  requirements  of  the 
Orders  concerning  the  labelling  of  imported  meat. 

During  the  past  year  a dead  meat  market  has  been  established 
at  the  Barracks  Square,  where  a considerable  quantity  of  meat  is 
sold  by  auction.  Many  of  the  carcases  are  brought  in  ready 
dressed  from  adjoining  Counties,  and  from  districts  as  far  away 
as  Cornwall  and  North  Wales,  and  a considerable  amount  of  time 
has  been  spent  in  the  inspection  of  meat  sold  at  this  market.  The 
meat  and  other  foods  sold  at  the  Smithfield  Market  have  also 
received  a considerable  amount  of  supervision. 


74 


IV.  PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases  which  have 
occurred  in  Coventry  during-  the  past  54  years  : — 


Year. 

Small 

Pox. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Measles 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Diar- 

rhoea. 

1870 

1 

18 

15 

9 

84 

1871 

166 

5 

5 

18 

35 

59 

1872 

57 

2 

8 

5 

15 

77 

1873 

. . 

9 

15 

18 

28 

45 

1874 

, , 

11 

149 

5 

7 

45 

1875 

. , 

4 

7 

16 

16 

61 

1876 

, . 

9 

2 

30 

19 

25 

28 

1877 

. , 

2 

2 

19 

3 

3 

24 

1878 

. . 

8' 

8 

20 

14 

24 

47 

1879 

. . 

2 

2 

7 

18 

18 

24 

1880 

. , 

3 

3 

36 

6 

10 

96 

1881 

1 

5 

11 

58 

2 

8 

24 

1882 

# , 

10 

2 

17 

17 

4 

18 

1883 

. , 

7 

, . 

2 

3 

5 

35 

1884 

, , 

5 

, , 

3 

18 

29 

50 

1885 

. , 

2 

1 

10 

. . 

2 

20 

1886 

. . 

14 

. . 

18 

49 

31 

49 

1887 

. . 

7 

2 

14 

. , 

9 

40 

1888 

. , 

3 

. , 

6 

1 

14 

25 

1889 

2 

1 

13 

50 

8 

38 

1890 

, , 

4 

5 

2 

1 

3 

45 

1891 

, . 

7 

1 

36 

15 

29 

1892 

, , 

9 

. . 

4 

4 

30 

1893 

. , 

9 

1 

. . 

. . 

7 

44 

1894 

1 

6 

3 

13 

54 

25 

15 

1895 

5 

3 

19 

3 

20 

61 

1896 

12 

3 

9 

35 

8 

44 

1897 

, . 

3 

4 

6 

16 

6 

80 

1898 

6 

5 

10 

29 

4 

131 

1899 

, , 

18 

5 

3 

13 

39 

63 

1900 

6 

22* 

17 

50 

2 

75 

1901 

. . 

15 

31* 

18 

3 

32 

83 

1902 

6 

31* 

10 

9 

28 

1903 

3 

2 

34* 

5 

57 

15 

34 

1904 

1 

1 

11* 

10 

. . 

48 

49 

1905 

6 

13* 

1 

60 

1 

31 

1906 

4 

12* 

5 

1 

38 

138 

1907 

. , 

1 

10* 

4 

20 

4 

34 

1908 

, . 

1 

8* 

7 

3 

20 

47 

1909 

4 

11* 

24 

67 

29 

18 

1910 

5 

15* 

25 

6 

10 

16 

1911 

1 

17* 

30 

66 

30 

51 

1912 

30* 

17 

52 

34 

6 

1913 

2 

33* 

2 

9 

22 

21 

1914 

. m 

2 

12* 

6 

25 

15 

24 

1915 

5 

37* 

14 

87 

13 

16 

1916 

1 

49* 

6 

42 

45 

14 

1917 

, # 

1 

26* 

4 

21 

1 

9 

1918 

1 

20* 

4 

8 

11 

12 

1919 

2 

16* 

1 

14 

8 

3 

1920 

9* 

2 

14 

12 

8 

1921 

1 

8* 

4 

1 

4 

14 

1922 

, m 

, t 

2 

25 

16 

1 

1923 

• * 

i 

7 

• * 

6 

12 

1 

* The  Deaths  from  Membranous  Croup  are  here  included. 
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Weekly  Returns  of  Infectious  Disease. 


Week 

Ending. 

Small  Pox.  1 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Puerpera  1 
Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Respiratory 

Tuberculosis. 

1 Other  form  1 

of 

Tuberculosis 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

Cerebro- 

Spinal  Fever. 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica. 

Malaria. 

Influenzal  1 

Pneumonia.  1 

Primary 

Pneumonia. 

Polio- 

Encephalitis. 

Dysentery. 

1 Chicken  Pox.  1 

1923. 

January 

6 

7 

. . 

. . 

1 

4 

1 

1 

. . 

• • 

13 

4 

3 

. . 

. . 

5 

1 

4 

3 

. . 

• • 

20 

12 

6 

4 

3 

1 

2 

• . 

27 

. , 

7 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

. . 

. . 

2 

. . 

February 

3 

. . 

18 

5 

l 

• • 

8 

3 

i 

1 

. . 

10 

19 

3 

. 

1 

9 

1 

1 

. 

3 

. . 

17 

16 

9 

. . 

1 

8 

1 

1 

24 

1 1 

14 

1 

. . 

. . 

2 

2 

i 

March 

3 

27 

5 

1 

. . 

5 

2 

10 

. . 

18 

1 

. . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

) > 

17 

13 

3 

7 

1 

24 

20 

3 

1 

. . 

2 

1 

1 

. , 

. 

1 

. . 

31 

12 

1 

2 

6 

1 

1 

. . 

. . 

1 

. . 

April 

7 

, , 

11 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

. . 

. . 

» » 

14 

. . 

13 

2 

. . 

6 

4 

1 

21 

, . 

18 

1 

1 

1 

1 

. . 

1 

. . 

28 

. . 

12 

1 

1 

10 

2 

1 

May 

5 

. . 

12 

1 

• . 

3 

. . 

1 

. . 

• • 

, . 

1 

2 

. . 

• • 

, , 

12 

, , 

5 

1 

2 

7 

3 

1 

. . 

1 

. • 

. . 

4 

5 

. . 

19 

. . 

6 

1 

6 

2 

, . 

. : 

1 

26 

, . 

6 

1 

5 

. . 

1 

. . 

, . 

. • 

June 

2 

3 

8 

2 

2 

. . 

9 

, , 

7 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

, . 

. . 

16 

3 

3 

1 

3 

23 

, , 

10 

1 

12 

2 

1 

. . 

2 

30 

, , 

5 

1 

1 

7 

4 

5 

July 

7 

. . 

12 

2 

1 

8 

1 

2 

1 

. # 

14 

. . 

4 

4 

. . 

2 

» » 

21 

. . 

8 

1 

2 

2 

2 

. . 

28 

. . 

8 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

. . 

August 

4 

. . 

1 

1 

1 

4 

11 

. . 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

» > 

18 

. . 

3 

2 

1 

. . 

4 

. . 

1 

3 

* » 

25 

. . 

2 

3 

1 

1 

. . 

. . 

1 

. . 

. 

3 

16 

September  1 

. . 

1 

2 

2 

5 

. . 

. . 

i 

7 

1 ) 

8 

. . 

5 

1 

1 

3 

. . 

1 

9 

15 

, , 

1 

i 

2 

. . 

. , 

1 

10 

» > 

22 

. . 

5 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

, . 

, . 

14 

» » 

29 

, . 

3 

1 

2 

1 

3 

18 

October 

6 

. . 

5 

2 

7 

1 

. . 

3 

9 

» » 

13 

4 

1 

. , 

4 

. . 

2 

6 

» » 

20 

. , 

13 

1 

. . 

5 

# , 

1C 

» » 

27 

4 

1 

1 

4 

2 

2 

. . 

, , 

3 

15 

November  3 

, , 

5 

3 

7 

3 

1 

5 

5 

» > 

10 

, , 

5 

3 

1 

£ 

» » 

17 

, . 

2 

2 

1 

. . 

4 

1 

5 

• • 

2£ 

» » 

24 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

11 

December  1 

. . 

6 

2 

1 

3 

1 

. • 

. . 

1 

. , 

1 

• • 

27 

» > 

8 

. . 

6 

2 

. . 

1 

1 

2 

2 

• • | 

2( 

* 1 

15 

. . 

5 

1 

. . 

1 

2 

2f 

f i 

22 

. . 

3 

3 

5 

1 

4 

24 

» f 

29 

• • 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

•• 

£ 

Totals 

•• 

414 

77 

10 

12 

31 

233 

63 

20 

i 

2 

7 

• • 

15 

84 

•• 

27' 
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Diphtheria. 

During  the  year  77  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  and  7 
deaths  were  registered  from  this  cause.  The  attack  rate  was  0.59 
per  1,000  of  the  population,  and  the  mortality  for  this  disease  was 
0.05.  Seventeen  of  the  notified  cases  ( i.e .,  22.1  per  cent.)  were 
admitted  to  the  City  Hospital. 

For  England  and  Wales  the  case  rate  for  the  year  per  1,000 
population  was  1.04,  and  the  death  rate  0.07. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Four  hundred  and  fourteen  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  noti- 
fied during  the  year,  but  no  death  was  registered  as  due  to  this 
disease.  The  attack  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  3.17. 
Three  hundred  and  twenty-four  (i.e.,  78.2  per  cent.)  of  the  notified 
cases  were  removed  to  the  City  Hospital. 

The  incidence  of  this  illness  was  greatest  in  the  Hearsall 
Ward. 

This  is  the  first  year  since  1893  in  which  no  death  has  been 
registered  from  this  disease. 

In  England  and  Wales  the  case  rate  per  1,000  population  was 
2.23,  and  the  death  rate  0.03. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

There  were  ten  cases  notified  as  Typhoid  Fever,  and  one 
death  was  registered  from  this  disease. 

Five  of  these  cases  were  removed  to  the  City  Hospital  and 
three  were  admitted  to  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital. 

Upon  enquiry  it  was  found  that  three  of  the  cases  were  trace- 
able to  a contact  in  a neighbouring  town,  and  that  three  others 
had  returned,  suffering  from  the  disease,  to  Coventry  after  living 
elsewhere. 

A report  on  the  group  of  cases  occurring  in  July  was  called 
for  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  duly  submitted. 

The  attack  rate  of  0.07  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  the 
City,  compares  with  the  rate  of  0.08  for  England  and  Wales. 

Other  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  year  84  cases  of  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  and 
15  cases  of  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  were  notified. 

The  deaths  registered  from  all  forms  of  Pneumonia  numbered 
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Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

Seven  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year,  and 
three  deaths  were  attributed  to  it. 

In  only  one  case  out  of  the  seven  had  the  patient  been  away 
from  home  recently. 

One  case  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  was  notified  from 
the  General  Hospital,  in  the  person  of  a boy  aged  12,  who  died  on 
the  day  of  notification. 

No  notifications  were  received  during  the  year  in  regard  to 
Malaria,  Dysentery,  Trench  Fever,  and  Acute  Polio-Encephalitis. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  DIAGNOSIS  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

The  total  number  of  specimens  examined  is  given  below  : — 


Typhoid  Fever 

Samples 

sent. 

18 

Result 

positive. 

8 

Result 

negative 

IO 

Diphtheria  ... 

392 

72 

320 

Phthisis 

217 

55 

162 

Syphilis 

641 

246 

395 

Sundry 

5 

X 

4 

Totals  ...  1273 

382 

891 

Of  the  above  specimens,  104  diphtheria  swabs  were  sent  from 
the  City  Hospital,  and  273  Wassermann  samples  from  the 
Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital. 

In  ascertaining  the  freedom  from  infection  of  school  children 
who  had  suffered  from  Diphtheria  or  been  in  contact  with  those 
who  had,  the  School  Nurses  took  247  swabs. 

The  above  examinations  were  carried  out  by  the  Lister 
Institute. 


SMALL  POX. 

No  case  of  Small  Pox  was  notified  during  the  year. 

During  the  year,  2,473  cases  of  Small  Pox  were  notified  in 
England  and  Wales,  and  7 deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  this 
disease. 

Notices  have  been  received  from  the  Medical  Officers  of 
several  ports  of  the  departure  to  addresses  in  Coventry  of  Small 
Pox  contacts.  These  have  been  visited  and  kept  under  observa- 
tion for  the  usual  period. 
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Vaccination. 


The  following-  are  the  returns  of  the  Vaccination  Officer  for 
the  past  five  years  : — 


Year. 

Births. 

Deaths 

Unvaccinat’d 

Vaccinated. 

Unvaccinat’d 

Percentage 

Vaccinated 

1919 

2429 

146 

212 

2071 

8-7 

1920 

3372 

247 

326 

2799 

9-6 

1921 

2716 

246 

250 

2220 

9-2 

1922 

2543 

189 

299 

2055 

11  7 

1923 

2421 

149* 

411 

1862 

16-9 

* One  of  the  deaths  related  to  a birth  registered  elsewhere. 


Declarations  made  of 
Conscientious  Objection. 

1919 

1,250 

ig2o 

2,303 

ig2i 

2,030 

1922 

1,880 

1923 

I>342 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  community  is  largely  an  unvaccinated 

one. 


SCHOOLS. 

As,  in  this  City,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  the 
School  Medical  Officer,  the  two  annual  reports  are  issued  together, 
and  some  amount  of  repetition  is  thereby  avoided.  (See  page  131). 

Under  Section  39  of  the  Corporation  Act,  1900,  the  person  in 
charge  of  any  school  or  department  of  a school  is  required  to 
notify  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  when  it  is  stated  that  a 
scholar  is  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease.  All  known 
schools  and  departments  of  schools  are  supplied  with  stamped 
addressed  forms  for  this  purpose  by  your  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee, and  on  page  80  is  given  a table  of  the  notifications  received 
during  the  year. 
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Notifications  received  from  Schools 


School. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Chicken 

Pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Ring- 

worm. 

Mumps. 

Diphtheria 

Measles. 

Skin 

Disease. 

Totals. 

Blementary  Schools: 

Oantaur  Road,  Boys. . 

, , 

• . 

, . 

, . 

1 

1 

,,  Girls.. 

1 

9 # 

. # 

# m 

, . 

1 

,,  Infants 

1 

77 

, , 

. . 

, # 

78 

Oheylesmore,  Boys.. 

2 

. . 

. . 

, , 

. . 

2 

,,  Girls.. 

1 

, . 

1 

Earlsdon,  Infants  .. 

4 

3 

4 

# # 

. , 

20 

1 

32 

Edgewiok,  Senior 

3 

. . 

1 

, , 

. . 

4 

,,  Infants  .. 

20 

1 

2 

6 

29 

Folly  Lane,  Boys 

2 

. . 

2 

. . 

, , 

. . 

4 

,,  Girls 

2 

, , 

. . 

. . 

. . 

2 

,,  Infants.. 

. . 

1 

1 

Fredk. Bird  Sen.,  Boys 

3 

1 

4 

.,  Jun.,  Boys 

5 

. . 

. . 

. , 

6 

,,  Jun.,  Girls 

5 

2 

7 

Holbrook  Lane,  Boys 

. . 

i 

1 

,,  Infants 

6 

1 

7 

John  Gulson,  Boys  .. 

, # 

1 

i 

2 

,,  Girls  .. 

, . 

2 

2 

Infants 

27 

1 

1 

29 

Little  Heath  . . 

i 

28 

29 

Narrow  Lane,  Sen.  .. 

2 

4 

2 

. , 

. . 

, # 

8 

,,  Jun.  .. 

5 

2 

5 

1 

# . 

. . 

13 

Paradise 

24 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

10 

1 

44 

Radford,  Sen. 

4 

4 

2 

2 

2 

14 

,,  Jun. 

1 

1 

Red  Lane,  Boys 

. . 

, , 

3 

3 

,,  Girls 

2 

i 

1 

1 

5 

,,  Infants  .. 

2 

13 

2 

1 

1 

1 

20 

South  Street,  Bovs  .. 

1 

1 

,,  Girls  . . 

10 

. . 

10 

, Infants 

16 

14 

. . 

2 

3 

35 

Spon  Street  Boys  . . 

2 

1 

2 

1 

6 

,,  Girls  .. 

6 

3 

. . 

. . 

1 

10 

,,  Infants 

3 

8 

1 

3 

2 

17 

Stoke  Council,  Boys. . 

1 

7 

2 

, . 

10 

><  Girls.. 

1 

7 

. . 

8 

, Infants 

13 

20 

15 

3 

3 

21 

75 

St.  Peter’s 

1 

1 

2 

Wheatley  St..  Boys  .. 

1 

1 

2 

All  Saints’,  Senior  .. 

4 

4 

,,  Infants.. 

8 

8 

St.  Mark’s.  Senior  . . 

i 

1 

1 

3 

,,  Infants  . . 

6 

2 

8 

St.  Mary’s,  Senior  . . 

6 

1 

7 

i,  Infants  . . 

1 

3 

2 

6 

St.  Michael’s,  Boys  . . 

1 

1 

2 

4 

>,  Infants 

3 

1 

1 

3 

8 

St.  Osburg’s,  Senior. . 

3 

1 

4 

St  John’s  (All  Depts.) 

8 

18 

2 

2 

1 

1 

32 

Stoke  C.  of  E. 

5 

17 

1 

23 

St.  Elizabeth’s 

1 

. . 

. . 

• . 

• . 

“ 

i 

Secondary  Schools,  etc. 

King  Henry  VIII.  . . 

3 

•• 

•• 

•• 

•• 

3 

Totals 

07 

285 

86 

21 

20 

12 

107 

8 

636 

a„An,^nu  , e received  irom  the  following  Elementary  Departments Broad  Street,  Bovs 
WhRatw’Q?he71«  ^0r/’TIn/ants  ; Rarlsdon,  Senior  ; Fredk.  Bird,  Senior  Girls  ; Holbrook  Lane  Girls 

S^condtirv eSe?no fs * S' nM'?h^?.1n’  ?irl-s  ; St‘  Osburg’s,  Infants  ; Wheatley  Street,  Special, 

weoondai  y Schools  Bablake,  Barr’s  Hill,  Junior  Technical,  Stoke  Park. 
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Epidemic  Influenza. 

The  deaths  from  this  disease  occurring  during  the  year 
numbered  2 4. 


Cleansing  of  Verminous  Persons. 

See  the  Report  for  1920  as  to  the  facilities  available. 

During  the  year  an  application  was  made  to  the  Department 
for  the  use  of  facilities  provided  under  this  Act. 

The  two  men  concerned  had  stayed  for  a night  at  a so-called 
“ House  let  in  lodgings,”  and  as  a result  found  themselves 
verminous. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  them  to  have  a hot  bath  and  for 
their  clothes  to  be  disinfected  at  the  City  Hospital. 


Death  Rate  from  Zymotic  Diseases. 


The  deaths  and  death  rate  from  the  seven  principal  infectious 
diseases  are  set  out  below  — 


Notified. 

Died. 

Case  Fatality 
per  cent. 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

4H 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

77 

7 

909 

Typhoid  Fever 

10 

1 

IO'O 

Measles 

— 

6 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

12 

— 

Epidemic  Diarrhcea 

— 

1 

— 

27 


This  corresponds  to  a death  rate  of  0.20.  The  average  for 
the  previous  ten  years  was  0.63.  The  proportion  of  this  rate 
attributable  to  each  of  these  diseases  is  shown  hereafter,  together 
with  a comparative  statement  of  the  similar  figures  for  the  rest 
of  the  country  (except  in  regard  to  Diarrhoea,  in  which  case  the 
figures  give  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  among  children 
under  two  years  of  age  per  1,000  births). 
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Coventry 

England 

and 

Wales. 

105  Great 
Towns. 

157  smaller 
Towns. 

Small  Pox 

0-00 

000 

000 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

000 

003 

0*03 

0-02 

Diphtheria 

0-05 

0-07 

0 09 

0 06 

Typhoid  Fever 

0-007 

001 

0-01 

0*01 

Measles 

0046 

0T4 

0-15 

0-19 

Whooping  Cough 

0-092 

o-io 

0T2 

010 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  . . 
(See  note  above). 

3*15* 

7.7 

9-9 

6-4 

♦This  figure  is  based  on  the  deaths  of  children  under  two  years  from  Diarrhoea 
(including  thereunder  deaths  from  diseases  other  than  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  and 
Infective  Enteritis),  in  order  that  the  rate  may  be  comparable  with  those  for  the 
rest  of  the  country. 

It  will  be  noted  that  in  all  of  these  specified  diseases  Coventry 
compares  favourably  with  the  rest  of  the  country  ; and  that  the 
advantage  in  regard  to  the  local  figures  is  well  marked  in  the  case 
of  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year  238  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
and  69  new  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  came  to  the 
notice  of  this  Department. 

There  were  124  deaths  registered  as  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis, and  25  to  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  giving  a death  rate 
of  0.95  for  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  a rate  of  1..14  for  all  forms 
of  the  disease. 

The  routine  steps  taken  locally  to  combat  this  disease  have 
been  dealt  with  in  previous  reports. 

In  1 1 instances  (5  pulmonary  and  6 non-pulmonary)  deaths 
were  registered  in  the  City  as  due  to  this  disease,  although  no 
notification  had  been  received  that  the  deceased  were  suffering 
from  tuberculosis.  Two  inwardly  transferable  deaths,  regis- 
tered as  due  to  this  cause,  also  related  to  persons  who  had  not 
been  notified. 

It  will  be  seen  that  of  the  149  persons  dying  from  tuberculosis 
during  the  year,  there  were  1 1 in  regard  to  whom  this  Department 
had  no  previous  knowledge,  i.e.,  7.4  per  cent.,  or  approximately 
one  in  every  thirteen. 


Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912: 
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Of  the  133  deaths  registered  as  due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
or  occurring  amongst  notified  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  it 
would  appear  that : — 


3 

were 

notified 

1 1 

years  before  death 

3 

1 1 

1 1 

9 

1 1 

11 

1 1 

4 

11 

1 1 

8 

11 

1 1 

11 

3 

1 9 

1 1 

7 

11 

1 1 

11 

3 

11 

1) 

6 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 

was 

1 1 

5 

11 

1 1 

1 1 

7 

were 

1 1 

4 

11 

11 

11 

10 

11 

11 

3 

1 1 

11 

11 

*4 

11 

1 1 

2 

11 

1 1 

M 

25 

1 1 

1 1 

1 

year 

11 

11 

2 

1 1 

1 1 

8 

months 

1 1 

1 1 

1 

was 

1 1 

7 

1 1 

11 

1 1 

2 

were 

11 

6 

1 1 

1 1 

11 

3 

1 1 

1 1 

5 

1 1 

11 

1 1 

6 

1 9 

9. 

4 

11 

1 1 

1 1 

6 

1 1 

1 1 

3 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

10 

1 » 

1 1 

2 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

5 

1 1 

1 1 

1 

month 

1 1 

1 1 

1 

was 

1 1 

3 

weeks 

11 

9 ' 

1 

1 1 

1 1 

2 

1 1 

11 

11 

8 

were 

11 

1 

week 

11 

1 1 

2 

11 

11 

3 

days 

1 1 

1 1 

3 

1 1 

1 1 

2 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

4 

1 ♦ 

1 1 

1 

day 

1 1 

1 1 

1 

was 

11 

on  day  of  death 

128 

5 were  taken  from  the  Death  Returns 


J33 

From  the  table  on  page  86  it  will  be  seen  that  of  the  4,344 
cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  that  have  come  to  our  notice  since 
1912,  1,513  or  34.8  percent.,  have  died,  889  or  20.5  per  cent,  have 
left  the  City  or  been  lost  sight  of,  and  1,942  are  alive  and  on  the 
register.  From  this  it  would  appear  that  one  person  in  every 
sixty-seven  in  the  City  is  a notified  case  of  phthisis. 

The  table  below  shews  the  total  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  which  have  come  to  our  notice  since  1912,  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  yearly  amongst  those  cases,  the  number  of  cases 
who  have  left  the  City  or  been  lost  sight  of,  and  the  total  number 
of  cases  remaining  on  the  register. 


86 


Year 

Number 

of 

Cases 

DEATHS 

Removals 

or 

Cases  lost 
Bight  of 

Number 
remain- 
ing on 
Register 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

Total 

Deaths 

1912 

411 

42 

8 

13 

14 

9 

6 

5 

2 

1 

2 

3 

105 

81 

225 

1913 

322 

. . 

60 

36 

10 

12 

3 

3 

2 

2 

, . 

. . 

128 

81 

113 

1914 

308 

. . 

# # 

83 

41 

15 

5 

6 

6 

1 

2 

1 

3 

163 

66 

79 

1915 

427 

. . 

, . 

87 

37 

13 

15 

7 

7 

5 

4 

4 

179 

97 

151 

1916 

465 

80 

42 

19 

4 

5 

2 

4 

3 

159 

126 

180 

1917 

518 

75 

46 

14 

8 

7 

3 

3 

156 

150 

212 

1918 

488 

73 

26 

10 

7 

5 

1 

122 

112 

254 

1919 

346 

77 

25 

9 

8 

7 

126 

58 

162 

1920 

297 

62 

25 

19 

9 

115 

59 

123 

1921 

278 

62 

26 

15 

103 

38 

137 

1922 

246 

72 

25 

97 

15 

134 

1923 

238* 

60 

60 

6 

172 

Totals 

4344 

42 

68 

132 

152 

153 

144 

167 

138 

119 

12  L 

144 

1331 

1513 

889 

1942 

* This  number  (238)  is  made  up  of:  — 

Notifications  on  Forms  A.  and  B.  . . 227  | 

,,  ,,  ,,  C.  and  D.  . . 6 - 238 

Information  from  death  returns  5 ) 

f This  figure  (133)  includes  9 deaths  amongst  notified  tuberculous  patients, 
which  were  registered  as  due  to  some  other  disease. 

The  following  table  is  intended  to  shew  how  many  ex- 
sanatorium patients  were  known  to  be  “ remaining  well  ” at  the 
end  of  the  year.  It  has  been  compiled  since  your  Council  first 
provided  Sanatorium  beds  in  igog.  It  should  furnish  a valuable 
index  of  the  permanence  of  the  benefit  derived  from  this  form  of 
treatment.  Unfortunately,  owing  to  the  depletion  of  the  staff  of 
Health  Visitors  from  ten  to  five,  it  was  found  quite  impossible  to 
undertake  the  large  number  of  visits  which  would  be  entailed,  all 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  hoped  that  it  may  be  possible  for 
future  years  to  continue  the  table. 


PATIENTS. 


Year  of 
Admission 

No. 

Admitted. 

Left 

Coventry, 
unable 
to  trace. 

Known  to  be  Remaining  well  at  end  of  year. 

1909 

1910 

1911 

8 

13 

15 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 1917 

1918  1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

19 

20 

23 

46 

60 

119 

139 

194 

179 

157 

127 

156 

149 

110 

147 

1645 

... 

”4 

4 

16 

27 

19 

24 

14 

21 

26 

28 

16 

4 

2 

11 

10 

12 

7 

10 

16 

19 

5 

7 

12 

23 

33 

4 

5 

9 

21 

38 

43 

4 

6 

11 

19 

35 

63 

86 

4 

5 

9 

21 

30 

54 

81 

114 

3 

4 

9 

14 

26 

42 

81 

111 

104 

3 

2 

6 

14 

26 

42 

71 

100 

97 

51 

... 

... 

... 

3 

3 

6 

14 

20 

39 

62 

100 

84 

76 

47 

3 

3 

4 

12 

19 

33 

52 
78 
74 
64 
50 

53 

3 

2 

4 

12 

24 

40 

58 

82 

84 

73 

57 

76 

52 

3 

3 

4 

9 

17 

34 

48 

77 

79 

72 

56 

67 

66 

44 



There  were  64  patients  in  Sanatoria  on  December  31st,  1923. 
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Phthisis  Deaths. 


Occupations  of  Persons  dying  from  Phthisis  in  1923 


Males. 

Females. 

Engineers  (Fitters  and  Turners)  20 

Housewives 

22 

Machinists 

..  8 

Widows 

7 

Millwrights 

..  2 

Laundry  Workers 

2 

Labourers  . . 

..  13 

Silk  Weavers 

2 

Coach  Workers 

. . 5 

Clerks 

2 

Cycle  Workers 

..  3 

Of  School  Age 

2 

Clerks  and  Storekeepers  . . 

..  3 

Hospital  Cook 

1 

Tinsmiths  . . 

..  2 

Sewing  Machinist 

1 

Painters 

..  2 

Tape  Weaver 

1 

Outporters . . 

. . 2 

Pinafore  Cutter  . . 

1 

Moulder 

. . 1 

Capstan  Operator . . 

1 

Plate  Polisher 

..  1 

Printers  Worker  . . 

1 

Pressworker 

..  1 

Newsagent’s  Assistant  .. 

1 

School  Teacher 

..  1 

Dressmaker 

1 

Ribbon  Weaver  . . 

..  1 

Spinsters  no  occupation 

3 

Hawker 

..  1 

Brass  Worker 

. . 1 

48 

Baker 

. . 1 

Carpenter  . . 

..  1 

Farmer 

. . 1 

Cycle  Agent 

1 

Tailor 

..  1 

Rope  Spinner 

..  1 

Under  School  Age 

..  1 

No  Occupation 

..  2 

76 

Total: 

124 

88 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  last  50  years. 


Year. 

Esti- 

mated 

Popu- 

lation. 

Phthisis 

Phthisis 

Death 

Rate. 

Other 
forms  of 
Tuber- 
culosis. 

Totals. 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Death 

Rate. 

Averages 
of  Tuber- 
culosis 
Death 
Rates. 

18711 

39,000 

38 

1-94 

12 

50 

2-56 

1 

1875 

39,446 

83 

2-14 

34 

117 

2 96 

1876 

39,890 

70 

1-76 

22 

92 

2 30 

2-53 

1877 

40,344 

66 

1-63 

29 

95 

2 35 

>- 

1878 

40,778 

84 

2-06 

13 

97 

2 37 

1879 

41,222 

89 

2-15 

22 

111 

2-68 

1880 

41,666 

78 

1-87 

36 

114 

2-74 

1881 

42,111 

65 

1-54 

28 

93 

2 20 

1882 

42,750 

62 

1-47 

22 

84 

1-96 

2-16 

1883 

44,000 

74 

1-78 

15 

89 

2 02 

V 

1884 

44,500 

82 

1-84 

18 

100 

2-24 

1885 

45,000 

72 

1-60 

16 

88 

1-74 

1886 

45,500 

60 

1-31 

13 

73 

1601 

1887 

46,500 

70 

1-50 

25 

95 

2-04  1 

1888 

47,500 

61 

1-28 

15 

76 

1 60 

1889 

48,500 

103 

2-12 

11 

114 

2 33 

f 

1 93 

1890 

49,500 

91 

1-84 

21 

112 

2 26 

1891 

52,724 

78 

1-47 

14 

92 

1-74 

1892 

54,000 

79 

1-46 

33 

112 

2 07' 

1893 

54,700 

70 

1-28 

30 

100 

1 82 

1894 

55,300 

73 

1-32 

32 

105 

1 88 

1895 

56,000 

70 

1-25 

27 

97 

1 73 

y 

1-82 

1896 

59,151 

86 

1-45 

19 

105 

1 78 

1897 

61,234 

69 

1-12 

33 

102 

1 661 

1898 

61,555 

64 

1-03 

28 

92 

1 491 

1899 

61,796 

85 

1-37 

29 

114 

1-84 

1900 

70,075 

105 

1-49 

36 

141 

2 01 

1901 

70,300 

83 

1T8 

35 

118 

1-67 

I'll 

1902 

73,000 

81 

1-10 

39 

120 

1-64 

1903 

75,700 

87 

1 15 

43 

130 

l'7lJ 

1904 

77,500 

78 

1-00 

30 

108 

1-391 

1905 

81,000 

75 

0-92 

29 

104 

1-28 

1906 

83,900 

88 

104 

40 

128 

1-51 

1907 

87,000 

108 

1-24 

42 

150 

1-72/ 

1 O I 

1908 

91,000 

120 

1-31 

41 

161 

1-76 

1909 

93,500 

97 

1-03 

37 

134 

I *43/ 

1910 

102,000 

88 

0-87 

49 

137 

1-351 

1911 

107,287 

87 

0-80 

30 

117 

1-08 

1912 

111,166 

115 

103 

34 

149 

1-34 

1913 

115,064 

*135 

1-17 

41 

176 

1-52 

1914 

119,003 

149 

1-25 

31 

180 

1-51 

1915 

122,982 

147 

1-19 

44 

191 

1 55/ 

1916 

L27,089 

155 

1-22 

42 

197 

1-551 

1917 

130,000 

154 

1-18 

52 

206 

1-58 

1918 

133,000 

168 

1 26 

44 

212 

1-59 

1919 

L36.000 

131 

0-96 

36 

167 

1-22  f 

1 00 

1920 

L 30, 000 

128 

098 

32 

160 

1-23 

1921 

128,205 

*110 

0-86 

31 

141 

1-10  / 

1922 

1923 

L 29, 000 
l30,500 

134  j 
124 

1-04 

0-95 

19 

26 

153 

149 

1-18 ) 

1-14  ) 

1-17 

* If  this  table  is  compared  with  thecorresponding  table  111  pievious  Reports, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  figures  for  the  years  1913  to  1921  differ  from  those  for- 
merly given.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  deaths  from  miliary  tuberculosis, 
which  were  formerly  included  under  “phthisis”  are  now  by  international 
agreement,  classified  under  “ Other  forms  of  tuberculosis,1’  and  the  table  has 
been  altered  accordingly, 
f Half  year  only. 


RATE  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  ALSO  DEATH  RATE  FROM 
RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS  PER  10,000  OF  THE  POPULATION 

IN  THE  CITY. 


The  dotted  line  represents  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Report  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

Dr.  J.  McG.  Williams  reports  as  follows  : — 

“ During-  1923  the  number  of  new  Coventry  patients 
examined  at  or  in  connection  with  the  Dispensary  in  The  Quadrant 
was  593,  as  compared  with  557  in  1922.  Of  the  593  patients 
examined,  563  attended  the  Dispensary,  and  30  were  examined  in 
their  homes.  The  total  attendances  of  Coventry  patients  at  the 
Dispensary  amounted  to  2,906,  and  49  home  visits  to  old  patients 
were  made  during  the  year.  For  convenience,  the  home  visits  to 
both  old  and  new  patients  are  counted  as  attendances  at  the  Dis- 
pensary, making  a total  of  2,985.  In  1922  the  number  of  attend- 
ances was  2,895. 

The  Dispensary  is  open  on  Tuesdays  from  6 to  9 p.m.,  and  on 
Fridays  from  2 to  5 p.m.,  but  patients  can  be  seen  on  other  days 
by  appointment,  and  during  the  year  the  Dispensary  was  fre- 
quently open  on  other  days  for  the  examination  of  contacts  and  old 
cases. 

The  arrangements  made  in  1918  for  the  allocation  of  Hospital 
and  Sanatorium  beds  have  continued  to  work  satisfactorily. 
Several  discharged  ex-Service  men  had  concurrent  treatment  and 
training  in  Colonies. 

Dr.  French  and  Dr.  Cyriax  continued  to  act  as  Assistant 
Tuberculosis  Officers. 

The  Warwickshire  King  Edward  VII.  Memorial  Sanatorium 
was  opened  informally  on  the  6th  October,  1923,  and  Dr.  Heaf  left 
Bramcote  to  take  up  his  duties  at  the  new  Sanatorium  in  Septem- 
ber. The  Joint  Committee  decided  to  reduce  the  number  of  beds 
at  Bramcote  from  62  to  34,  and  to  appoint  Dr.  Cyriax  as  Visiting 
Medical  Superintendent. 

Exhall  Sanatorium  was  closed  on  the  i8th  October,  1923. 
Dr.  Laird  continued  to  act  as  Visiting  Medical  Officer,  until  the 
Joint  Committee’s  tenancy  ceased. 

The  Joint  Committee  now  have  184  Sanatorium  beds — 150  at 
the  Memorial  Sanatorium  and  34  at  Bramcote,  and  it  is  not  antici- 
pated that  patients  will  have  to  be  sent  to  outside  Sanatoria,  or 
that  there  will  be  a long  waiting  list. 

The  following  tables  give  the  usual  information  regarding 
Coventry  patients  : — 
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New  Patients — 

Insured  Males 
Uninsured  Males 
Insured  Females 
Uninsured  Females  . . 


183  \ 
89  | 
134  [ 
187  ) 


New  Patients — 

Pulmonary 
Non-Pulmonary 
Not  Tuberculous 

Doubtful,  under  observa- 
tion at  end  of  year  . . 


155 

11 

406 

21 


f 593 


On  Dispensary 
Treatment 

1st  January,  1923. 

Put  on  Dispensary 
Treatment 
during  1923. 

Total. 

Insured 

0 

2 

2) 

[■  24 

Uninsured 

10 

12 

22  j 

Contacts  Examined. 

Tuberculous. 

ir 

Not  Tuberculous. 

Doubtful — under 
observation. 

243 

16 

222 

5 

Contacts : 

243* 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

Over  16 

29 

52 

81 

Under  16 

83 

79 

162 

Attendances  of  Coventry  Patients  ...  2,985 

Attendances  of  County  Patients  ...  1,010 


3)995 

At  the  end  of  1922,  13  doubtful  cases  were  under  observation, 
and  during-  1923  one  of  these  patients  was  found  to  be  tuberculous. 
For  convenience,  particulars  concerning  this  patient  are  included 
in  the  following  tables,  and  the  total  number  of  patients  under 
consideration  is  therefore  594. 


Stage  of  Disease  ( New  Cases). 


Stage  I. 

Stage  II. 

Stage  III. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Not 

Tuberculous. 

Doubtful— under 
observation. 

Total. 

55 

55 

46 

11 

406 

21 

594 
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The  427  non-tuberculous  and  doubtful  cases  are  not  included 
in  the  following  tables  : — 

Age  Periods  ( New  Cases). 


m 

6 

5-10. 

10-15. 

15-20. 

20-25. 

25-30. 

to 

CO 

1 

0 

CO 

d 

1 

to 

CO 

40-45. 

45-50. 

50-55. 

55-60. 

Over  60. 

Total. 

4 

7 

7 

29 

33 

18 

18 

19 

10 

10 

8 

2 

2 

167 

Condition  of  Teeth  (New  Cases). 


Good,  up  to 

4 Decayed. 

More  than 

4 Decayed. 

Pyorrhoea 

Alveolaris 

Dentures, 

Partial  or  Complete. 

Total. 

105 

35 

4 

23 

167 

Family  History  of  Tuberculosis  ( New  Cases). 


Near  Relativf(s) 
Tuberculous. 

Distant  Relative(s) 
Tuberculous. 

No  Relatives 
Tuberculous. 

Total. 

31 

15 

121 

167 

Sputum  Examination. — Three  hundred  and  fifty-five  speci- 
mens of  sputum  were  examined  in  the  laboratory  at  the  Dispen- 
sary, and  53  at  the  Lister  Institute.  One  hundred  and  fourteen  of 
the  specimens  of  sputum  were  from  definite  clinical  cases  of 
tuberculosis.  Tubercle  bacilli  were  found  in  83  of  these  samples 
and  were  not  present  in  31.  The  remaining  294  examinations 
were  carried  out  for  diagnostic  purposes,  and  gave  negative 
results.  Thfc  sputum  of  52  definitely  tuberculous  cases  was  not 
examined. 

Institutional  Treatment. — Information  concerning  the  number 
of  admissions  and  discharges,  average  length  of  stay,  and  the 
institutions  made  use  of  during  the  year,  is  given  in  the  following 
tables  : — 
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Sanatoria  : — 

Admissions. 

Discharges. 

Bramcote 

72 

..  77* 

Exhall 

44  • 

••  55* 

Memorial 

53 1 • 

11 

North  wood 

10 

10 

Colonies  : — 

Preston  Hall  ... 

1 

1 

Hospitals  : — 

Coventry  and  Warwickshire 

1 

1 

Rugby 

4 . 

2 

Warneford 

1 

1 

186  % 

158 

‘Including  patients  transferred  to  Memorial  Sanatorium. 

f Including  28  patients  transferred  to  Memorial  Sanatorium  from  other 
Sanatoria. 

X The  186  admissions  refer  to  147  patients  (see  table  on  page  86)  and  this 
is  explained  as  follows : — 

147  patients  were  admitted  once  ..  147  admissions 

28  of  these  were  transferred  ..  ..  28  additional  admissions 

9 „ „ „ admitted  twice  . . 9 „ „ 

1 „ „ was  admitted  three  times  2 „ „ 


Average  length  of  treatment,  all  Institutions 

Average  length  of  treatment,  Bramcote  (ex- 
cluding patients  transferred  to  Memorial 
Sanatorium) 

Average  length  of  treatment,  Exhall  (exclud- 
ing patients  transferred  to  Memorial 
Sanatorium) 

Average  length  of  treatment,  Memorial 
Sanatorium 

Average  length  of  treatment,  all  patients 
transferred  from  Bramcote  and  Exhall 
Sanatoria  to  the  Memorial  Sanatorium, 
and  discharged  from  that  institution 
between  6/10/23  ancl  31/12/23 


16.65  weeks. 


20.43  weeks. 


17.77  weeks. 
5.03  weeks. 


16.00  weeks. 


Deaths  in  Institution  ( include il  in  discharges ) : — 
Bramcote 

One  of  these  was  a discharged  soldier. 
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Examinations  of  patients  returning  from  Sanatoria,  Colonies 
and  Hospitals  were  made  as  soon  as  possible  after’  discharge,  and 
the  condition  of  the  122  patients  examined  was  as  follows  : — 


Much  Improved. 

Improved. 

Stationary. 

Worse. 

Total. 

11 

70 

35 

6 

122 

Sixty-nine  (69)  of  the  patients  who  were  discharged  or  died 
may  be  classified  as  advanced  or  moderately  advanced  cases.  It 
was  found  that  2 of  these  were  much  improved,  38  improved,  16 
stationary,  6 worse,  and  7 had  died. 

The  Joint  Committee  expect  those  patients  who  can  afford  to 
do  so  to  make  contributions  towards  the  cost  of  Sanatorium  treat- 
ment. The  Treasurer  of  the  Joint  Committee  informs  me  that 
he  received  ,£'688  3s.  3d.  during  the  year  from  County  and  City 
patients  wrho  had  institutional  treatment.  In  1922,  the  amount 
received  was  ^258  14s.  id. 

Old  cases  of  at  least  twelve  months  duration  were  examined, 
with  a view'  to  finding  out  their  working  capacity.  The  following 
table  gives  the  number  at  work,  the  number  fit  for  light  work,  and 
the  number  not  working-  and  unfit  for  w'ork  of  any  kind  : — 


Doing  some  work 
at  date  of 

Not  working, 
but  fit  for 

Unlit  for  work 
of  any  kind. 

Total 

examination. 

light  work. 

126 

44 

107 

277 

45-4% 

16% 

38-6% 

Contacts. — Routine  examination  of  contacts  wfas  continued. 
Little  difficulty  was  experienced  in  arranging  for  the  examinations, 
and  only  5 contacts  failed  to  keep  their  appointments.  It  was 
found  that  16  persons  out  of  243  examined  were  definitely  tuber- 
culous. 

Dispensary  Treatment. — The  number  of  patients  who  had  this 
form  of  treatment  shows  a decrease  of  20,  compared  with  the 
number  in  1922. 
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X-Ray  Examinations. — The  number  of  examinations  of 
Coventry  patients  made  during  the  year  was  563.  In  1922,  510 
examinations  were  made — increase  53.  There  were  540  screen 
examinations,  and  23  photographs  were  taken;  541  examinations 
of  the  chest  were  made,  and  22  examinations  of  other  parts.  In 
May,  the  Joint  Committee  installed  a new  upright  screening  stand 
in  the  Dispensary  in  The  Quadrant,  and  at  the  same  time  pur- 
chased a Coolidge  tube  with  its  necessary  equipment.  The 
screening  stand  meets  the  requirements  of  the  Protection  Com- 
mittee, and  is  a great  improvement  on  the  old  one.  An  up-to-date 
and  efficient  X-Ray  apparatus  has  been  erected  at  the  Memorial 
Sanatorium  at  Warwick. 

Shelters. — The  Joint  Committee  continued  to  make  use  of  the 
shelters  owned  by  the  City  Council,  as  in  previous  years.  On  the 
31st  December,  1923,  10  of  the  Coventry  shelters  were  in  use. 
During  the  year  7 shelters  were  removed  on  ceasing  to  be 
required,  and  one  was  erected  at  a new  address.  At  the  end  of 
1922  there  were  no  vacant  shelters. 

Children. — Two  hundred  and  twenty  (220)  children  up  to  16 
years  attended  the  Dispensary.  Of  these,  12  were  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  6 from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and 
4 were  doubtful  and  were  under  observation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
The  pulmonary  cases  were  classified  into  Stage  I.,  11  ; Stage  II., 
o;  Stage  III.,  1.  Of  the  children  attending,  113  were  boys  and 
107  were  girls. 

Dental  Treatment. — Dental  treatment  was  given  to  patients 
needing  it  at  Bramcote  and  Exhall  Sanatoria.  Particulars  of  the 
cases  treated  in  these  Sanatoria  appear  in  the  reports  of  the 
Medical  Officers  of  these  Institutions  to  the  House  Committees. 
No  patients  having  Dispensary  or  Domiciliary  Treatment  had 
dental  treatment  through  the  Joint  Committee’s  organisation  dur- 
ing the  year.  Mr.  Harvey,  of  Warwick,  has  been  appointed 
dentist  to  the  Memorial  Sanatorium. 

After-Care. — Efforts  were  made  to  obtain  suitable  employment, 
clothing,  and  financial  help  for  necessitous  cases,  on  the  same  lines 
as  in  previous  years.  Gifts  of  clothing  and  sums  of  money, 
amounting  to  £ 22  8s.  4d.,  were  received  from  various  sources, 
also  20  Christmas  Parcels  from  the  Mayor’s  Fund,  and  sixteen 
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tickets  for  Children’s  Christmas  Parties,  all  of  which  have  been 
acknowledged  and  the  donors  thanked.  There  were  90  applica- 
tions for  help,  and  the  cases  were  dealt  with  as  follows  by  the 
Tuberculosis  Nurse  : — 

Financial  help,  10;  Employment  found,  1;  Clothing  supplied, 
28;  Sent  to  Convalescent  Homes  (by  Charitable  Societies),  5; 
Arrangements  for  admission  to  Infirmary,  5 ; Relief  from  Guar- 
dians, 5;  Special  Nursing  Arrangements,  23;  Coal  Ticket,  1; 
Enable  to  help,  12;  Total,  90. 

The  Tuberculosis  Nurse  paid  705  visits  to  patients’  homes, 
55  of  these  being  to  discharged  ex-Service  men ; and  the  Health 
Visitors  paid  1,371  such  visits,  of  which  61  were  to  discharged 
soldiers  and  sailors. 

A circular  letter  was  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
December,  1923,  dealing  with  the  after-care  of  Tuberculous 
Patients.  Suggestions  are  made  as  to  co-operation  between  after- 
care Committees,  the  Ministry  of  Pensions,  the  King’s  Roll  Com- 
mittee, and  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  in  endeavouring  to  find  suit- 
able employment  for  ex-Sanatorium  patients.  It  is  recommended 
that  wherever  possible  six  weeks’  notice  should  be  given  to  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  of  the  impending  discharge  of  all  patients 
from  residential  institutions,  or  if  this  is  not  practicable,  as  long 
notice  as  possible  should  be  given.  In  each  case  in  which  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  considers  that  a change  of  occupation  is 
necessary,  or  in  which  the  patient  is  unable  to  obtain  employment 
in  his  former  occupation,  he  is  requested  to  notify  the  local 
Employment  Exchange  and  at  the  same  time  forward  a list  of 
occupations  which  are  considered  not  definitely  unsuitable  for  the 
patient.  The  Minister  expresses  his  confidence  that  Local  Author- 
ities and  their  Tuberculosis  Officers  will  be  prepared  to  co-operate 
in  carrying  out  the  suggested  procedure,  and  emphasises  especi- 
ally the  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  ex-Service  men. 

Extra  Nourishment. — The  Joint  Committee’s  annual  expendi- 
ture must  not  exceed  £2  per  thousand  of  the  population  in  their 
area.  On  the  1st  January,  1923,  16  Coventry  patients  were  in 
receipt  of  extra  nourishment;  during  the  year  the  Committee 
granted  additional  diets  to  29  patients,  the  grants  to  21  ceased, 
and  there  were  24  patients  having  extra  diets  on  the  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1922.  The  Treasurer  informs  me  that  ^384  8s.  7d.  has  been 
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spent  during  the  year  on  food  for  County  and  City  patients.  In 
1922  the  amount  spent  was  ^179  8s.  iod.  The  accounts  are  not 
kept  separately  for  the  County  and  City,  and  consequently  I can- 
not give  the  amount  actually  spent  on  Coventry  patients.  As  a 
general  rule,  the  Committee  do  not  give  grants  of  extra  nourish- 
ment to  patients  where  the  total  family  income,  after  deducting  the 
rent,  exceeds  10/-  per  head  per  week.  Cases  of  extreme  poverty, 
which  can  only  be  dealt  with  by  outdoor  relief,  are  referred  to  the 
Guardians  for  help. 

Payment  of  patients’  travelling  expenses. — Only  four  applica- 
tions for  travelling  expenses  were  received  during  the  year,  and 
the  amount  spent  was  4s.  3^d. 

Co-ordination  of  the  work  of  Tuberculosis  Officers  and  Insur- 
ance Practitioners  in  relation  to  the  Public  Treatment  of  Tuber- 
culosis.—A Memorandum  dealing  with  this  subject  was  issued  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  in  December  last.  The  Memorandum  sets 
out  the  responsibilities  of  Insurance  Practitioners  and  Tuberculosis 
Officers  in  relation  to  insured  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
as  follows  : — 

‘ (a)  The  Insurance  Practitioner  is  under  the  obligation  in 
the  case  of  this,  no  less  than  in  the  case  of  other  diseases,  to  give 
to  his  insured  patients,  when  required,  all  proper  and  necessary 
medical  services  other  than  those  involving  the  application  of 
special  skill  and  experience  of  a degree  or  kind  which  general 
practitioners  as  a class  cannot  reasonably  be  expected  to  possess. 
There  is,  however,  this  difference  between  the  case  of  tuberculosis 
and  most  other  diseases,  viz.,  that  in  the  case  of  tuberculosis  there 
is  a concurrent  provision  by  Local  Authorities  of  other  forms  of 
treatment  and  of  facilities  for  examination  and  consultation,  with 
which  it  is  essential  that  the  work  of  the  practitioner  should  be 
effectively  co-ordinated. 

‘ ( b ) The  relevant  responsibilities  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer 
are  : — 

(1)  That  of  considering  what  forms  of  treatment,  if  any,  a 
patient  suffering  from  tuberculosis  coming  under  his  notice  should 
receive.  In  the  case  of  an  insured  person,  if  the  patient  is  not 
thought  to  require  (or  does  not  choose  to  avail  himself  of)  any 
form  of  treatment  provided  by  the  Local  Authority,  he  is  entitled 
to  receive  from  his  Insurance  Practitioner  such  treatment  as  is 
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within  the  obligations  of  the  Insurance  Practitioner  as  briefly 
described  in  (a)  above. 

(2)  That  of  taking  all  steps  in  his  power  to  secure  an  early 
and  accurate  diagnosis  in  all  cases  of  persons  referred  to  or  coming 
before  him,  who  are  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

(3)  That  of  acting,  if  required,  in  a consultative  capacity  both 
at  the  stage  of  diagnosis  and  during  a course  of  treatment  carried 
out  by  a general  practitioner. 

‘ Effective  co-operation  between  Insurance  Practitioners  and 
Tuberculosis  Officers  demands  : — 

(1)  That  there  should  be  as  complete  an  interchange  of  infor- 
mation as  practicable  both  at  the  stage  of  diagnosis  and  in  the 
course  of  treatment 

(2)  That  Insurance  Practitioners  should  take  full  advantage 
of  the  opportunities  available  to  them  for  obtaining  the  opinion  of 
the  Tuberculosis  Officers,  whether  by  personal  consultation  or 
otherwise,  in  regard  to  cases  of  tuberculosis  or  suspected  tuber- 
culosis occurring  amongst  their  patients,  and  every  facility  in  this 
respect  should  be  afforded  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officers  to 
practitioners. 

(3)  That  there  should  be  a definite  understanding  at  each 
stage  in  the  course  of  a case  of  tuberculosis  as  to'  who  is  for  the 
time  being  immediately  responsible  for  treatment.  ’ 

Hitherto  the  General  Practitioner  has  been  required  to  for- 
ward the  first  quarterly  report  concerning  an  insured  tuberculous 
patient  to  the  Regional  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
The  new  terms  of  service  provide  that  these  reports,  as  well  as  the 
periodical  ones,  are  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer 
instead. 

The  Memorandum  contains  several  suggestions  for  co-opera- 
tion between  Tuberculosis  Officers  and  Insurance  Practitioners, 
and  model  forms  for  communication  between  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  and  the  Insurance  Practitioner  are  given.” 

With  his  report  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  has  forwarded  copies 
of  the  Annual  Reports  for  1923  of  : — 

1.  The  Memorial  Sanatorium,  written  by  Dr.  F.  Ileaf. 

2.  Bramcote  Sanatorium,  written  by  Drs.  Ileaf  and  Cyriax. 

3.  Exhall  Sanatorium,  written  by  himself. 

The  reports  have  been  issued  with  the  records  of  the  Joint 
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Committee.  They  deal,  of  course,  with  both  Warwickshire  and 
Coventry  cases,  and  shew  the  following-  admissions  for  the  year  : — 


Total 

Coventry 

cases. 

cases. 

Memorial  Sanatorium 

134 

53 

Bramcote  ,, 

170 

72 

Exhall  ,, 

92 

44 

A school  with  one  certificated  teacher  is  conducted  at  the 
Memorial  Sanatorium  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  there,  and  the 
number  on  the  register  varies. 

The  school  is  approved  by  the  Board  of  Education. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  free  clinic  established  at  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire 
Hospital  has  been  continued,  and  the  return  of  the  work  done  in 
this  department  of  the  Hospital  is  set  out  in  tabular  form. 

It  will  be  seen  that  out  of  a total  of  1,042  patients,  65  or  6.2 
per  cent,  ceased  to  attend  the  clinic  before  their  first  course  of 
treatment  was  completed,  8,  or  0.77  per  cent.,  ceased  attendance 
after  one  or  more  courses,  but  before  completing  treatment,  and 
20,  or  1. g per  cent,  did  not  attend  for  final  tests,  although  they 
completed  their  treatment. 

There  are  thirteen  general  practitioners  qualified  to  receive 
free  supplies  of  salvarsan  substitutes ; and  to  these,  43  doses  of 
Novarsenobillon,  32  doses  of  Galyl,  60  doses  of  Sulfarsenol,  and 
3 doses  of  Stabilarsan  have  been  supplied  during  the  year. 

Seventy  specimens  for  the  Wassermann  Test  have  been  sub- 
mitted by  private  practitioners. 

Dr.  Hawley,  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge  of  this  Department 
at  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital,  kindly  reports  as 
follows  : — 

“ The  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  at  the  Coventry  and 
Warwickshire  Hospital  is  still  carrying  out  the  conditions  of 
treatment  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  it  would 
appear  that  the  number  of  new  cases  of  Syphilis  is  gradually  on 
the  decline. 

This  is  probably  due  to  two  factors  : — 

x.  The  early  arsenical  treatment  which  so  often  cuts  short 
the  primary  condition  and  considerably  diminishes  the  secondary 
symptoms,  leaving  the  patients  less  liable  to  infect  other  people; 
and 
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2.  The  realisation  of  the  decrease  anticipated  when  the 
country  settled  down  after  the  War. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  all  the  departments  at  the 
Hospital  refer  their  cases  to  the  Clinic  when  suspicion  arises,  and 
this  has  been  most  marked  with  the  Eye  Department.  Quite  a 
number  of  cases  are  sent  each  year  from  there  to  this  Clinic,  and 
the  young  adult  with  congenital  disease  can  be  given  great  relief. 

With  regard  to  Gonorrhoea,  the  numbers  have  increased, 
and  are  a source  of  great  anxiety  and  trouble,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  patients,  before  presenting  themselves  at  the  Hospital, 
will  persist  for  a long  time  in  taking  medicines ; and  frequently 
they  get  themselves  into  sub-acute  and  chronic  conditions,  which 
require  much  more  prolonged  treatment  and  give  rise  to  greater 
trouble. 

When  once  they  start  to  attend  the  Clinic,  the  majority  of  our 
patients  are  willing  and  anxious  to  carry  out  instructions,  but  the 
delay  in  coming  is  very  marked ; and  some  form  of  educational 
propaganda  should  be  adopted  to  bring  home  to  sufferers  the 
necessity  for  early  treatment.  I believe  all  the  authorities  on  this 
subject  are  convinced  that  treatment  without  irrigation  is  insuffi- 
cient, but  this  method  is  practically  impossible  in  the  homes  of 
most  patients,  although  it  can  easily  and  readily  be  carried  out 
at  the  Clinic. 

The  question  of  the  notification  of  these  conditions  is  one  which 
requires  a great  amount  of  thought,  and  I am  afraid  that  notifica- 
tion would  prevent  patients  presenting  themselves  at  clinics  and 
would  lead  to  further  trouble.” 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 
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V.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act,  1918. 

The  work  in  connection  with  the  Scheme  under  the  Act  has 
continued  as  in  previous  years,  except  that  : — 

(1)  The  Dunsmoor  Maternity  Home  was  closed  on  December 
31st,  1922;  the  reasons  for  this  were  stated  in  my  Annual  Report 
for  1922  ; had  it  been  taken  advantage  of  by  a larger  number  of 
expectant  mothers,  those  reasons  would  not  have  pertained. 

(2)  The  Health  Visiting  staff  at  the  same  time  was  reduced 
from  10  to  5.  The  result  of  this  has  been  disastrous  so  far  as  a 
large  amount  of  the  useful  work  done  by  that  staff  is  concerned. 
The  comparison  of  the  work  done  by  them  in  the  last  two  years 
is  set  out  on  page  109. 

The  work  done  has  had  to  be  concentrated  on  the  primary 
visits  to  births ; and  about  the  same  proportion  have  been  visited 
as  in  previous  years.  The  re-visits  have  been  curtailed,  and  also 
the  visits  to  tuberculous  patients. 

During  the  preparation  of  this  report  (1st  January,  1924), 
your  Council  have,  on  the  recommendation  of  your  Public  Health 
Committee  and  the  advice  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  resolved  to 
increase  the  staff  of  Health  Visitors  from  5 to  8,  this  figure  being 
regarded  by  the  Ministry  as  the  minimum  number  that  can  cope 
efficiently  with  the  work  in  this  City. 

Miss  Barratt,  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor,  supplies  the 
following-  figures  concerning  the  number  of  visits,  etc.  : — 

“ During  the  twelve  months,  1,999  first  visits  have  been  made 
to  infants  born  within  the  City  or  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  as  having  moved  to  Coventry  with  their  parents;  27  of 
the  latter  notifications  have  been  received.  Visits  have  been  made 
by  the  Health  Visitors  shortly  after  the  birth  of  the  infant,!. e.,  as 
soon  as  the  midwife  (or  doctor)  has  ceased  attending,  in  order  to 
ascertain  if  the  infant  is  going  on  satisfactorily  and  to  give  advice 
if  required.  * 

Re-visits. — Re-visits  to  the  number  of  1,795  have  been  paid 
to  children  under  12  months,  and  1,784  to  children  between  the 
ages  of  one  and  five  years,  making  a total  of  3,579  altogether. 

Transferred.  Births. — During  the  twelve  months  the  names 
and  addresses  of  31  infants  have  been  notified  to  Medical  Officers 


of  Health  of  various  Counties  or  County  Boroughs  as  having  left 
the  City.” 

In  1922,  the  number  of  transferred  births  was  138,  and  in 
1921,  57.  These  figures  probably  afford  some  index  of  the  amount 
of  emigration  from  the  City  occurring  in  those  years,  each  infant 
generally  representing  one  family,  though  there  must,  of  course, 
be  a number  that  are  unknown  to  the  Health  Department. 

Births  Visited  During  the  Year  1923.  Total  number,  1,999. 


Totals. 

Percentage. 

Kind  of  feeding — 

(1)  Entirely  breast  fed 

1698 

84-9 

(2)  Hand  and  breast  fed 

27 

i ‘4 

(3)  Entirely  hand  fed 

...  ... 

235 

11  8 

(4)  Unclassified 

... 

39 

1 '9 

Kind  of  food — (when  hand-fed) — 

(1)  Fresh  cow’s  milk  and  water 

102 

39-0 

(2)  ,,  ,,  and  barley  water 

22 

8-4 

(3)  ,,  ,,  with  Patent  Foods 

l6 

61 

(4)  Dried  Milk  ... 

... 

102 

390 

(5)  Condensed  Milk 

... 

17 

6-4 

(6)  Biscuits,  bread-sop, 

etc. 

3 

i-i 

Mode  of  feeding — 

(1)  Boat  shaped  bottle 

251 

95'8 

(2)  Long  tube  bottle 

(3)  Both 

... 

(4)  Spoon 

... 

1 1 

4'2 

Class  of  house  : rent — 

(x)  Up  to  5/- 

...  ... 

139 

7-0 

(2)  Above  5/-  up  to  8/- 

...  ... 

542 

7-1 

(3)  Above  8/- 

... 

1279 

64-0 

(4)  Unclassified  ... 

... 

39 

i*9 

Overcrowded  Houses — 

More  than  two  persons 
per  bedroom 

No.  of  houses 

776 

38-8 

Not  classified— 

Wrong  address  given,  or  removed,  or 

death  of  baby  before  visit 

39 

1 *9 

Infants  sleeping  in  cots 

...  ... 

i37i 

68-5 

Promises  to  get  cots 

...  ... 

171 

8-5 

Comforters  used  ... 

.. 

5«i 

251 

104 

Infant  Consultation  Centre. 

The  Welfare  Centre  has  been  open  for  five  afternoons  each 
week  for  the  purpose  of  weighing  babies  and  giving  advice  to 
mothers. 

The  number  of  cases  attending  for  the  first  time  was  1,009, 
and  those  whose  names  were  transferred  from  the  register  of 
1922  numbered  567,  making  a total  of  1,576  individual  babies  and 
young  children  who  attended  during  the  twelve  months.  In  many 
instances  the  mother  brings  one  or  two  other  children  with  her, 
but  unless  these  are  weighed  and  advice  given,  no  attendance  is 
entered  on  the  register. 

Of  the  1,009  attending  for  the  first  time,  165  attended  only 
once ; and  it  was  quite  impossible  for  the  restricted  staff  to  visit 
those  absentees  to  ascertain  the  reason  for  their  discontinued  visits. 

The  average  attendance  for  the  year  was  328  per  week, 
slightly  lower  than  that  for  1922  ; this  may  be  explained  by  the 
fact  that  there  have  been  fewer  cases  on  the  free  list  for  dried 
milk  (the  distribution  of  which  always  tends  to  assist  regular 
attendance),  and  the  fact  that  fewer  home  visits  have  been  paid  by 
the  Health  Visitors.  The  total  attendances  were  16,410  for  the 
twelve  months  (a  mother  and  child  counting  as  one). 

On  Wednesday  afternoons  Dr.  A.  H.  Newton  and  Dr. 
Constance  Challis  attend  alternately  for  consultations.  The  num- 
ber of  individual  cases  seen  during  the  twelve  months  has  been 
529,  and  the  number  of  instances  where  infants  and  young  children 
have  been  seen  for  consultation  purposes  has  been  822. 

Ante-natal  cases  attending  the  Centre  have  been  seen  and 
advised  by  the  Medical  Staff.  Hospital  tickets  have  been  given 
to  necessitous  cases. 

The  distribution  of  dried  milk  has  been  continued  throughout 
the  year;  the  sale  of  milk,  & c.,  being  now  restricted  to  mothers 
who  attend  the  centre.  The  number  of  cases  on  the  free  list  has 
been  smaller  than  in  previous  years,  owing  to  there  being  less 
unemployment  in  the  city.  The  milk  has  been  given  only  to 
nursing  mothers  and  infants  under  one  year,  but  an  exception  is 
made  to  children  over  twelve  months  if  a doctor’s  certificate  is 
produced.  Each  case  is  brought  up  for  revision  by  the  Chairman 
and  the  Finance  Department  once  a month.  9 tons  17  cwt.  17  lbs. 
of  dried  milk,  2 cwt.  102  lbs.  of  groats,  1,476  tins  of  Ovaltine,  and 


168  lbs.  of  cod  liver  oil  and  malt  have  been  distributed;  of  these, 
4 tons,  6 cwt.  53  lbs.  of  dried  milk  have  been  given  free  of  charge, 
the  remainder  being  sold  at  cost  price. 

The  number  of  cases  applying  for  free  milk  during  the  year 
was  516.  Of  these,  500  were  placed  on  the  free  or  half-price  list  for 
varying  lengths  of  time,  and  16  were  refused  owing  to  their  being 
in  receipt  of  an  income  higher  than  that  which,  according  to  the 
scale  adopted  by  the  Council  and  approved  by  the  Minister  of 
Health,  entitled  them  to  free  supplies. 

Dinners  for  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

In  1923  the  number  of  nursing  mothers  who  have  been  sup- 
plied with  dinners  is  almost  negligible.  One  mother  was  supplied 
with  22  dinners  because  she  was  found  to  be  in  need  of  food  and 
could  not  obtain  assistance  in  the  usual  way  through  the  Poor 
Law. 

Notification  of  Births  Act. 

During  the  year,  192  notifications  of  live  births  occurring  in 
their  practices  have  been  received  from  doctors,  1,875  from  mid- 
wives, and  5 have  been  notified  by  parents;  18  still-births  have 
been  notified  by  doctors,  and  65  by  midwives,  making  a total  of 
2,155  notifications  received  relating  to  2,120  actual  births. 

Of  the  total  of  2,215  births  registered,  2,016  were  notified,  or 
91.0  per  cent. 

Maternity  Beds. 

The  Dunsmoor  Maternity  Home  having  been  closed  on 
December  31st,  1922,  an  arrangement  was  entered  into  with  the 
Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital  whereby  certain  small  wards 
in  that  Institution  were  set  apart  as  Maternity  Wards,  receiving 
ordinary  maternity  cases  on  an  assisted  fee-paying  basis.  Until 
these  wards  were  ready,  a few  (6)  cases  were  dealt  with  by  sending 
them  to  private  nursing  homes. 

The  first  assisted  case  was  admitted  to  the  above  Institution 
on  May  29th.  The  number  of  assisted  cases  booked  up  to 
December  31st,  1923  was  36.  Of  these,  24  confinements  have 
taken  place  in  the  maternity  wards  of  the  Hospital,  two  cases 
have  cancelled  their  bookings,  and  10  cases  go  forward  for  1924. 
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Assisted  Maternity  Cases  for  1923. 


Private  Nursing  Homes. 

Coventry  and 
Warwickshire  Hospital. 

Waiting  Admission. 

6 

24 

10 

The  amount  received  by  way  of  contributions  from  the  cases 
dealt  with  during  the  year  was  ^15  14s.  od. 

MIDWIVES’  ACTS,  1902  AND  1918. 

Of  the  49  midwives  who  notified  their  intention  to  practise  in 
1923,  5 have  left  the  neighbourhood,  2 have  taken  one  case  each, 
and  1 has  acted  only  as  a maternity  nurse,  leaving  at  the  end  of 
the  year  41  in  actual  practice.  Four  of  the  latter  are  “ bona-fide,” 
i.e.,  untrained  midwives. 

During  the  year  106  visits  to  midwives  have  been  paid  ; 8 of 
them  have  been  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  98  by  the  Super- 
intendent Health  Visitor;  the  former  visits  were  regarding  cases 
of  infectious  disease,  and  the  latter  principally  routine  visits,  when 
the  midwives’  bags  have  been  inspected,  their  books  seen  and 
signed. 

The  registers  have  been  carefully  kept  and  the  numerous 
details  entered  in  methodically.  The  figures  show  that  2,398  cases 
have  been  attended  during  the  year ; of  these,  436  have  occurred 
outside  the  City  area,  leaving  1,962  cases  as  having  taken  place 
in  Coventry.  Out  of  these,  342  have  been  doctors’  cases,  where 
a midwife  has  been  in  attendance  as  well.  This  leaves  1,620  cases 
attended  by  midwives  out  of  the  total  number  of  births  occurring 
within  the  City  (2,215). 

No  letters  of  caution  have  been  sent  this  year  to  any  of  the 
midwives  practising  in  the  City.  The  number  of  artificial  feeding 
forms  received  has  been  50,  and  the  number  of  still-births  notified 
65;  while  15  forms  have  been  received  from  midwives  who  have 
been  in  contact  with  a source  of  infection.  Three  forms  reporting 
the  occurrence  of  deaths  before  medical  aid  could  be  summoned 
have  been  sent  in,  and  three  for  laying  out  the  dead. 

The  Midwives  Act,  1918,  puts  on  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority  the  responsibility  for  the  payment  of  the  fees  of  medical 
men  called  in  by  midwives,  at  a scale  approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health.  The  Local  Supervising  Authority  has  power  to  recover 
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these  fees  except  in  cases  of  poverty.  During  the  year  1923  the 
sum  of  ^195  9s.  od.  was  paid  in  regard  to  such  fees.  Efforts  are 
made  to  recover  these  fees  where  it  appears  that  they  can  be  paid, 
and  ^35  14s.  6d.  has  been  received  in  the  past  year. 


The  causes  for  sending  for  medical  help  were  as  follows  : — 


For  the  Mother. 


Prolonged  Labour 

93 

Lacerated  Perineum 

68 

Rise  of  Temperature 

20 

Premature  Birth 

18 

Adherent  Placenta  & Membranes 

*4 

Haemorrhage  

13 

Abnormal  Presentation  ... 

8 

Prolapse  of  Cord 

7 

Abortion  or  Miscarriage ... 

6 

Illness  during  Pregnancy 

6 

Breech  

5 

Pain  in  Leg  

5 

Contracted  Pelvis 

4 

Exhaustion  

3 

Albuminuria  

3 

Mammary  Abscess 

3 

Rash  

3 

Abdominal  Pain 

2 

Excessive  Sickness 

2 

Purulent  Discharge 

2 

Oedema 

2 

Uterine  Inertia  

1 

Placenta  Praevia 

1 

Eclampsia 

1 

Varicose  Veins  

1 

Tumour  

1 

Other  Causes 

7 

299 


Puerperal  Fever. 


For  the  Child. 

Inflammation  of  Eyes  85 

Debility  or  Feebleness  ...  ...  31 

Phimosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Deformity 4 

Tongue-tied  3 

Rash  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Convulsions  ...  ...  ...  3 

Snuffles  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rupture  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Green  Stools  1 

Asphyxiated  1 

Jaundice  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Death  of  infant  1 

Other  Causes  4 
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Twelve  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified,  and  four  deaths 
were  registered  as  due  to  it. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

There  have  been  20  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified 
during  1923.  As  10  of  them  were  notified  by  doctors  and  13  by 
midwives,  it  would  appear  that  3 have  been  notified  by  both. 
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Of  the  20  cases,  17  are  said  to  have  made  a total  recovery; 
2 have  partially  recovered,  and  one  died  shortly  after  birth  before 
complete  recovery.  One  of  these  cases  was  nursed  in  hospital. 

Measles. 

Alleged  cases  to  the  number  of  107  were  notified  by  Head 
Teachers  of  Schools.  There  were  6 deaths  registered  as  due  to 
Measles,  5 being  children  under  five  years  of  age. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Notifications  were  received  from  Head  Teachers  of  Schools 
as  to  97  alleged  cases,  of  this  disease  occurring  in  the  homes  of 
children,  and  twelve  deaths  were  recorded 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea. 

One  death  only  was  registered  as  due  to  Epidemic  Diarrhoea 
and  Infective  Enteritis,  and  three  to  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  not 
returned  as  infective.  Five  others  were  registered  from  Gastro- 
enteritis, and  2 from  Colitis;  but  of  these  7,  only  3 were  under 
two  years  of  age. 

Still  Births. 

No  system  of  registration  of  still-births  exists  in  this  country. 
Under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  still-births  (after  a certain 
period  of  gestation)  are  notifiable.  During  the  year  18  cases  were 
notified  by  medical  men  and  65  by  midwives. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Cemeteries  kindly  furnishes  me 
each  month  with  a record  of  those  that  are  buried  at  the  Coventry 
Cemeteries;  from  these  it  appears  that  91  bodies  of  infants  said 
to  have  been  still-born  were  buried  in  the  Cemeteries  during  the 
year;  of  these,  50  were  certified  by  medical  men  as  having  been 
still-born,  40  by  midwives,  and  one  by  the  Coroner’s  orders. 
Eight  of  these  were  born  outside  the  City. 

VI.  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

STAFF. 

Particulars  of  the  staff  of  Inspectors,  Health  Visitors,  etc., 
are  set  out  on  pages  2-3.  The  summary  of  the  work  of  the 
Inspectors  is  set  out  on  pages  54  and  59  : and  that  of  the  work  of 
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the  Health  Visitors  under  the  heading's  of  their  different  duties  is 
as  follows  : — 

(1)  Visits  in  regard  to  births.  These  have  been  spoken  of 
under  the  heading  of  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  (page  103). 

(2)  Infectious  Disease.  Visits,  numbering  1,416  have  been 
made  with  regard  to  infectious  diseases ; the  greater  proportion 
being  in  connection  with  Tuberculosis  (1,371). 

Of  the  remaining  45  visits,  20  were  paid  to  cases  of  Ophthal- 
mia Neonatorum,  11  to  Puerperal  Fever,  7 to  Encephalitis 
Lethargica,  5 to  Chicken  Pox,  and  2 to  Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

(3)  Work  in  connection  with  the  Midwives  Acts  is  referred  to 
on  page  106. 

(4)  Other  miscellaneous  work.  During  the  year  70  miscel- 
laneous visits  have  been  made.  These  include  visits  in  respect  of 
neglected  homes,  dirty  premises,  dilapidations,  alleged  nuisances, 
overcrowded  houses,  and  any  other  special  information  required. 

During  the  year  63  nuisances  and  31  dirty  houses  were 
reported. 


Classification  of  visits  paid  during  1923. 


1922 

1923 

Notified  Births  visited 

Re-visits  to  Notified  Births  (to  infants 

2,095 

1,999 

under  12  months). 

5.154) 

1-795) 

Re-visits  to  Notified  Births  (to  children 

1 1 1,029 

l 

1 

3-579 

up  to  5 years). 

5.875) 

1,7841 

Ante-natal  Visits 

356 

116 

Still-births 

47 

5 

Infants’  Deaths  inquired  into 

6 

10 

Phthisis  ... 

Other  Infectious  Diseases 

2»956\  , Q2_ 
69 j 3’°2;> 

I.37M 

451 

1,416 

Midwives 

70 

106 

Mentally  Deficient  Cases 

25i 

234 

Miscellaneous  ... 

2,106 

70 

Total 

18,985 

7,535 

Hints  on  Feeding 

posted  no 

posted 

H5 

Nuisances  reported 

97 

63 

Dirty  houses  found 

21 

3 1 

no 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

The  City  and  Pinley  Isolation  Hospitals. 

At  the  City  Hospital  619  patients  have  been  under  treatment. 
Ninety-three  patients  were  remaining-  in  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  and  526  were  admitted  during  the  year. 

Of  these  patients  144,  were  admitted  from  the  Foleshill  Rural 
District  (1  Diphtheria  and  143  Scarlet  Fever),  20  from  the  Nun- 
eaton Urban  and  Rural  Districts  (17  Scarlet  Fever,  1 Diphtheria 
for  Tracheotomy,  and  2 Tonsillitis — sent  in  as  Diphtheria),  and  6 
from  the  Coventry  Rural  District  (all  Scarlet  Fever). 

Particulars  concerning  the  illnesses  suffered  from  are  given  in 
the  subjoined  table. 

Of  the  20  patients  admitted  as  Diphtheria  and  discharged  dur- 
ing- the  year,  4 were  admitted  with  a view  to  Tracheotomy  being 
performed  if  required.  Of  these,  2 were  operated  upon  and  died, 
and  in  the  other  2 cases  no  operation  was  called  for,  and  one  died. 

The  remaining  16  cases  were  admitted  for  isolation  purposes, 
and  after  observation,  4 of  them  were  considered  to  be  cases  of 
Tonsillitis,  and  1 a case  of  Meningitis.  (This  latter  case  was 
subsequently  admitted  to  the  Nuneaton  Union  Infirmary.) 


Disease. 

In  Hospital 
Jan.  1,  1923 

Admitted 
during  1923. 

Total. 

Recovered. 

Died. 

Remaining 
in  Hospital 
Jan.  1,  1924. 

Fatality 
per  cent 
completed  cases 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

93 

490 

583 

555 

2 

26 

0 36 

Diphtheria 

. . 

16 

16 

10 

5 

1 

6 2 

Tonsillitis  . . 

Admitted 

, . 

4 

4 

4 

as 

Meningitis  . . 

1 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

1 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

.. 

5 

5 

tr 

a 

Sick  Staff 

. . 

10 

10 

10 

* 

93 

526 

585 

7 

27 

1-18 

619 

619 

619 

1 1 1 


No  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Pinley  Hospital  during  the 
year. 

The  average  period  of  stay  of  those  patients  who  were 
admitted  to  the  City  Hospital  was  45.8  days. 

The  maximum  number  of  patients  in  this  Plospital  at  any  time 
during  the  year  was  115,  and  the  minimum  25.  The  average 
throughout  the  year  was  64. 

The  current  expenses  of  the  City  Hospital  during  the  last 
financial  year  ending  31st  March,  1923,  amounted  to  ^,7,514 
os.  2d.  ; those  for  the  Pinley  Hospital  to  ^'357  4s.  7d. 

During  the  same  period  the  sum  of  ^'2,544  6s.  6d.  was 
received  on  account  of  the  admission  of  patients  to  the  City  Hos- 
pital from  outside  districts,  etc. 

The  current  expenses  of  the  two  hospitals  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1923,  totalled  to  ^7,232  11s.  iod.  for  the  City 
Hospital,  and  ^207  4s.  7d.  for  the  Pinley  Hospital. 

For  the  City  Hospital  the  sum  above  stated  (^7,232  1 is.  iod.) 
for  maintenance  expenses,  divided  among  the  average  number  of 
patients,  amounts  to  42s.  8fd.  per  head  per  week. 

The  average  sum  expended  per  week  during  the  year  for  diet, 
amounted  to  ^'34  13s.  yjd.  ; this,  divided  among  the  average 
number  of  patients  and  boarded  staff,  amounts  to  6s.  n.gd.  each 
per  week,  or  the  cost  of  diet  for  each  boarded  person  was  u.gd. 
per  day. 

Disinfecting  and  Ambulanoe  Stations. 

The  following -figures  represent  the  work  that  has  been  done 
in  connection  with  the  Disinfection  and  Ambulance  Station  : — 

Visits  paid  to  houses  where  infectious  disease  was  suspected 
or  notified — 1,345. 

Patients  removed  to  the  City  Hospital — 353. 

Patients  removed  to  the  Pinley  Hospital — o. 

Houses  disinfected  by  fumigation  or  spraying. — 639. 

Articles  disinfected  by  steam — 5, 354- 

Disinfection  of  rooms  by  fumigation  or  spraying,  and  of  cloth- 
ing, etc.,  by  heat,  has  been  carried  out  when  necessary. 

Public  Mortuary. 

The  Public  Mortuary  has  been  used  on  34  occasions  during  the 
year. 
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Twenty-nine  of  the  bodies  were  brought  in  by  the  ambulance, 
three  by  the  Police,  and  two  by  others. 

The  post-mortem  room  was  used  sixteen  times. 

In  two  instances  infants’  bodies  were  brought  in  expressly  for 
the  purpose  of  making  post-mortem  examinations,  and  the  results 
shewed  one  to  have  been  still-born,  and  the  other  to  have  been 
murdered.  The  particulars  relating  to  the  other  thirty-two  bodies 
received  are  as  follows  : — Sudden  death,  20;  suicide,  7;  accident- 
ally killed,  2;  awaiting  burial,  2;  found  drowned,  1. 


LOCAL  ACTS,  ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE-LAWS,  AND 
LOCAL  REGULATIONS  (WITH  DATES)  IN 
FORCE  IN  THE  CITY. 


Local  Acts. 

The  Coventry 
The  Coventry 
The  Coventry 
The  Coventry 
The  Coventry 


Corporation  Act,  1900 
Corporation  Act,  1907 
Corporation  Act,  ign 
Corporation  Act,  1920 
Corporation  Act,  1921 


Royal  Assent,  6/8/igoo 
,,  ,,  2/8/1907 

,,  ,,  2/6/1911 

,,  ,,  4/8/1920 

,,  ,,  17/8/1921 


Adoptive  Acts. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889 
The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890 
The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 
The  Museums  and  Gymnasiums  Act,  1891  ... 
The  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892 
The  Public  Libraries  Acts 
The  Baths  and  Washhouses  Acts  ... 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 
(Various  parts). 


1/1/1890 

do. 

do. 

1/9/1894 

3/4/1893 

1867 

1846,  1847,  1878 
1910 


Bye-Laws. 

Common  Lodging;  Houses 
Slaughter  Houses 
Nuisances 

Houses  let  in  Lodging's  ... 

Public  Baths 

New  Streets  and  Building's 
Employment  of  Children  ... 
Offensive  Trades 

Local  Regulations. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ... 


14/1/1851 
7/7/1859  and  26/4/1892 
24/5/1859 
14/ 12/ 1S85 
9/11/ 1893 
16/6/ 1896 
30/4/ 1910 
26/10/1920 


30/ 1 / 1900 


CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK. 
Chemical  examinations  of  water  are  carried  out  by  the  Chemist 
appointed  by  the  Waterworks  and  Sewage  Farm  Committees,  Mr. 
Cecil  B.  O.  Jones;  foods  and  drugs  are  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analysts. 


Bacteriological  examinations  of  samples  of  water  and  of  milk 
are  arranged  for  with  the  Pathological  Department  of  Birming- 
ham University,  and  from  January,  1924,  arrangements  have  been 
made,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  for  the  examina- 
tions in  regard  to  Venereal  diseases  specimens  to  be  sent  here  also. 

Bacteriological  examinations  in  aid  of  the  diagnosis  of  infec- 
tious diseases  are  performed  by  the  Lister  Institute,  the  results  of 
which  for  the  year  are  shewn,  on  page  78. 

VII.  OTHER  SERVICES. 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACT,  1913. 

The  following  is  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Committee  for  the  year  1923  : — 

“ There  have  been  104  cases  under  consideration  during  the 

year. 

Eleven  new  cases  have  been  notified  to  the  Local  Authority, 
bringing  the  total  number  notified  under  the  Act  to  87.  Of  these 
2 have  died,  6 are  in  asylums,  25  are  in  approved  institutions,  52 
are  under  supervision  in  their  own  homes,  1 is  in  a rescue  home, 
and  1 has  left  Coventry. 

Five  fresh  cases  have  been  sent  to  institutions  during  the  year, 
and  1 case  has  been  allowed  extended  leave  of  absence. 

On  December  31st  the  Mental  Deficiency  Committee  was 
responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  20  defectives  in  the  following 
institutions  : — London  Road  Poor  Law  Institution,  1 1 ; Midland 
Counties’  Institution,  Knowle,  6;  Stoke  Park  Colony,  1;  Darenth 
Training  Colony,  1 ; and  Worcester  Poor  Law  Institution,  1. 

There  are  five  other  notified  defectives  in  institutions  : — Lon- 
don Road  Poor  Law  Institution,  2 ; Rampton  State  Institution, 
Whittington  Hall,  Brentry  Institution  and  a Rescue  Home,  1 each, 
but  the  maintenance  of  these  is  not  chargeable  to  this  Committee. 

Fifty-two  ‘ statutory  ’ cases  and  17  ‘ voluntary  ’ cases  have 
been  under  supervision  in  their  own  homes. 

Visits  to  the  number  of  234  have  been  paid  to  the  homes  of 
cases  coming  under  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  during  the 
year. 

The  Board  of  Control  renewed  for  a period  of  one  year  their 
approval  of  the  London  Road  Poor  Law  Institution  for  the  recep- 
tion of  18  mental  defectives  above  16  years  of  age. 


On  two  occasions  during-  the  year  the  Committee  has  had  to 
consider  the  question  of  taking  over  the  responsibility  for  cases 
provided  for  under  the  poor  law.  Both  cases  were  of  a low  grade 
and  required  custodial  care  only,  hut  the  Board  of  Control  sug- 
gested they  should  be  certified.  The  responsibility  of  dealing  with 
mental  defectives  in  poor  law  institutions  is  governed  by  Section 
30  (2)  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  which  lays  it  down  that 
‘ Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  affect  the  powers  and  duties  of  a poor 
law  authority  under  the  Acts  relating  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  with 
respect  to  any  defectives  who  may  be  dealt  with  under  those 
Acts ’ 

One  defective  who'  for  two  years  was  maintained  by  the  Com- 
mittee in  a certified  institution,  and  whose  release  therefrom  by  the 
Board  of  Control  was  granted  after  the  parents  had  attempted 
forcibly  to  remove  her,  was  admitted  to  the  poor  law  institution 
suffering  from  venereal  disease.  Her  parents  had  made  a written 
application  for  her  to  be  dealt  with  again  as  a mental  defective. 

Two  cases  of  defectives  convicted  of  criminal  offences  were 
dealt  with  by  the  Coventry  Justices  under  Section  8 (1)  (b)  of  the 
Act,  and  both  are  now  under  detention  as  mental  defectives  charge- 
able to  the  Committee. 

One  authority  was  issued  during  the  year  for  the  detention  of 
a defective  in  a ‘ place  of  safety,’  but  before  the  expiration  of  the 
first  day’s  detention  the  boy  was  removed  to  the  lunatic  asylum.” 

BLIND  PERSONS  ACT,  1920. 

During  the  year  the  provisional  arrangement  with  the  Bir- 
mingham Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind  expired,  and  a fresh 
arrangement  based  on  the  experience  gained  during  the  provisional 
period  was  entered  into.  One  of  the  beneficial  results  is  the 
increased  augmentation  of  blind  home  workers’  earnings  that  it 
is  now  possible  to  make ; and  another  is  that  the  blind  home 
workers  are  now  insured  against  sickness. 

On  December  31st,  1923,  there  were  five  blind  home  workers 
in  the  City  engaged  under  the  scheme  of  the  Birmingham  Institu- 
tion. 

The  subsidy  paid  to  the  Coventry  Society  for  the  Blind  has 
been  increased  during  the  year,  and  the  following  return  from  the 
Honorary  Secretary  (Mrs.  Staner)  shews  the  number  of  blind  per- 
sons coming  within  the  purview  of  the  Society  : — 


< 
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Summary  of  Annual  Return  Concerning  Blind  Persons  on  the 

EGISTER  OF  THE  COVENTRY  SOCIETY  FOR  THE  BLIND  AT  DECEMBER  31st,  1923 


TABLE  I.  Number  of  Blind  Persons  on  Register  (In  age  groups.) 


Age  periods. 

Total 

■)— 5 

5—16 

16—21 

21-30 

30—40 

40—50 

50—60 

60—70 

70  & over 

M. 

F. 

P. 

1 

3 

1 

4 

13 

7 

9 

12 

10 

29 

31 

60 

TABLE  II. — Age  incidence  of  Blindness  amongst  those  on  Register. 


Age  periods. 


0—1 


19 


1-5 


5—10 


10  20 

20  - 30 

30—40 

40—50 

50-60 

60-70 

70  & over 

5 

2 

4 

6 

5 

7 

3 

TABLE  III  — Employment  of  Blind  Persons  (Age  16  and  over.) 


Employed 


II. 


F. 


Total 


16 


Trained 

but 

Unemployed 

Under 

Training 

No  training 
but 

trainable 

Unemployable 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F 

Total 

M. 

F. 

P. 

3 

3 

1 

1 

• 

11 

25 

36 

28 

28 

56 

TABLE  III.  (a.) -Occupations  of  those  employed. 


Boot  Repairers 

3 

Basket  and  Cane  Workers 

2 

Knitters  . . 

3 

Mat  Maker 

1 

Tuners 

3 

Upholsterer 

1 

Typists 

2 

Home  Teacher 

1 

TABLE  IY.— Physically  and  Mentally  Defective  Blind  Persons. 


Mentally 
efective  (a). 


,1. 

1 


F. 


Physically 
defective  (b). 

M. 

F. 

P. 

1 

1 

2 

Deaf  (c). 


M. 


F. 


Combinations  of 
a.  b.  and  c. 


M. 


F. 


P. 


Nil. 


Total 


M. 


F. 


P. 


TABLE  Y.— 8chool  Age  period  (5-16)  According  to  Mental  or  Physical  condition. 


Normal 


4- 


Mentally 

Physically 

Deaf 

defective 

defective 

P. 

M.  F.  P. 

M.  F.  P. 

2 

1 ..  1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total 


Total 

defectives 


Percentage 

defective 


33 


SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THEATRES,  MUSIC  HALLS. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health’s  Circular  (No.  120),  an  inspection  of  the  sanitary  con- 
ditions of  the  seventeen  theatres,  music  halls,  and  places  of  public 
entertainment  in  the  district  has  been  made,  and  reports  submitted 
to  the  Watch  and  Public  Health  Committees. 

t 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS  AND  ORDERS  OF  THE 
MINISTRY  OF  AGRICULTURE. 

Mr.  Clarke,  Inspector  under  these  Acts,  reports  as  follows  : — 

“ No  outbreaks  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease,  Swine  Fever, 
Glanders,  Anthrax  or  Parasitic  Mange  have  been  recorded  in  the 
City  during  the  past  year. 

Although  no  case  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  occurred  in  the 
City  during  the  year,  Coventry  was  included  in  an  Infected  area 
by  an  Order  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  dated  November  23rd, 
and  from  this  date  to  the  end  of  the  year  it  became  necessary  to 
issue  848  licences  for  the  movement  of  fat  cattle  into  the  City  for 
slaughter.  ” 

FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1906. 

Six  samples  of  barley  meal  were  submitted  to  the  Official 
Agricultural  Analyst,  who  reported  that  all  of  the  samples  could  be 
considered  of  commercially  genuine  quality. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

Mr.  Clarke,  the  Executive  Officer  under  this  Act,  reports  as 
follows  : — - 

No.  of  complaints  received  of  rat-infested  premises  ...  46 

,,  ,,  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

,,  ,,  re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 

,,  ,,  poison  baits  laid  by  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health 

Department  ...  ...  ...  ...  531 

,,  ,,  tins  of  poison  supplied  to  occupiers  of  premises  ...  175 

,,  ,,  instances  where  smoke  and  sulphur  were  applied 

to  rat  runs  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

,,  ,,  rat  runs  from  defective  drains  sealed  up  ...  ...  13 

,,  ,,  cases  where  some  improvement  was  reported  ...  28 

,,  ,,  instances  where,  on  subsequent  inspection,  premises 

were  reported  to  be  free  from  rats  ...  ...  21 

,,  ,,  rat-infested  premises  under  observation  at  the  close 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

,,  ,,  carcases  or  tails  of  rats  for  which  awards  were  paid 

at  the  Refuse  Destructor  ...  ...  ...  5,590 
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NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS,  AND  OTHER 
INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  nursing  arrangements,  hospital  and  other  facilities  out- 
lined in  my  report  for  ig2i  and  modified  in  the  report  for  1922, 
continue  to  be  available.  Arrangements  were  completed  during 
the  year  (2nd  July)  with  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire  Hospital 
for  the  accommodation  and  treatment  in  properly  equipped 
maternity  wards  of  women  recommended  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 


VIII.  HOUSING. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES. 

As  in  the  year  1922,  it  has  again  not  been  possible  to  put  into 
operation  the  Clauses  of  the  Housing  Acts  relating-  to  the  closure 
of  unfit  houses,  owing  to  the  absence  of  alternative  accommoda- 
tion for  displaced  tenants. 

The  usual  re-inspection  was  made  during  the  year  of  all  houses 
which,  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1909,  had  been  converted 
from  back-to-back  to  through-ventilated  houses;  and  it  is  satisfac- 
tory to  report  that,  without  exception,  the  houses  were  properly 
occupied  as  through-ventilated  houses. 


Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909. 

The  following  Table  summarises  the  action  which  was  taken  under  this  Act,  and  the  results 

which  have  followed  : — 
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Of  the  149  houses  demolished,  76  were  pulled  down  after  Demolition  Orders  had  been  made  ; and  in  the  remaining  73  cases, 
although  Closing  Orders  had  been  made,  Demolition  Orders  were  uncalled  for  since  the  houses  were  razed  for  other  purposes,  viz. 
(1)  For  the  improvement  of  adjoining  houses  ; (2)  To  clear  the  site  for  new  buildings,  and  (3)  For  Factory  extensions.  In  each 
case,  however,  demolition  was  the  result  of  action  taken  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

The  total  number  of  houses  demolished  in  the  14  years  1910-23,  was  588. 


The  City  Engineer  kindly  provides  the  following  information  : — 


PLANS  APPROVED. 


Year. 

Houses. 

Factories 

and 

Workshops 

Alterations 

and 

Additions. 

Miscellan’s 

Public 

Buildings. 

Churches. 

Chapels.  | 

Schools. 

Streets. 

Totals. 

1901 

304 

10 

60 

36 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

414 

190‘2 

556 

29 

53 

66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

714 

1903 

810 

16 

95 

68 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

995 

1904 

535 

26 

80 

56 

3 

0 

0 

0 

16 

716 

1905 

523 

33 

69 

50 

1 

0 

0 

1 

8 

685 

1906 

1116 

55 

45 

64 

4 

0 

1 

2 

26 

1313 

1907 

1275 

70 

45 

105 

1 

0 

1 

4* 

35 

1536 

1908 

1084 

16 

42 

94 

2 

1 

1 

0 

17 

1257 

1909 

1030 

40 

54 

111 

1 

1 

0 

2 

4 

1243 

1910 

1205 

34 

•62 

141 

•2 

0 

1 

2 

30 

1477 

1911 

1386 

40 

62 

147 

8 

0 

0 

2 

5 

1050 

1912 

622 

69 

102 

140 

3* 

0 

0 

3* 

16 

955 

1913 

1236 

75 

98 

113 

7 

0 

0 

1 

15 

1545 

1914 

1189 

43 

91 

118 

2 

1 

0 

4* 

3 

1451 

1915 

510 

77 

46 

119 

2» 

2 

0 

0 

6 

762 

1916 

163 

75 

55 

86 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

382 

1917 

287 

69 

34 

46 

3 

0 

0 

0 

8 

447 

1918 

71 

41 

27 

50 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

189 

1919 

126 

63 

54 

272 

2* 

0 

0 

0 

1 

518 

1920 

686 

55 

55 

308 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1106 

1921 

36 

20 

34 

122 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

218 

1922 

127 

27 

51 

141 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

349 

1923 

1408 

39 

42 

121 

0 

1 

1 0 

1 

3 

615 

% The  408  houses  for  which  plans  have  been  approved  include  50  for  the 
Corporation  Assisted  Housing  Scheme. 


BUILDINGS  COMPLETED. 


1901 

426 

8 

27 

18 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

482 

1902 

403 

18 

19 

21 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

467 

1903 

622 

15 

34 

8 

2 

0 

0 

0 

6 

687 

1904 

671 

L3 

39 

21 

0 

0 

0 

2* 

0 

746 

1905 

378 

14 

14 

11 

2 

0 

0 

1 

6 

426 

1906 

728 

34 

7 

16 

2 

0 

0 

2 

13 

802 

1907 

10  0 

48 

20 

32 

2 

0 

0 

1 

18 

1131 

1908 

1188 

26 

21 

44 

2 

0 

2 

1 

7 

1291 

1909 

1169 

32 

28 

49 

5 

0 

0 

1 

14 

1298 

1910 

959 

45 

20 

61 

2 

0 

0 

0 

13 

1100 

1911 

1211 

39 

46 

66 

4 

1 

0 

4* 

19 

1390 

1912 

894 

67 

53 

99 

2 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1120 

1913 

838 

67 

60 

80 

12 

0 

0 

4* 

10 

1071 

1914 

927 

32 

56 

82 

1 

2* 

0 

1 

14 

1115 

1915 

785 

46 

50 

85 

2 

0 

0 

1 

7 

976 

1916 

418 

49 

27 

26 

2* 

1 

0 

1 

8 

532 

1917 

176 

62 

24 

19 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

285 

1918 

251 

29 

9 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

294 

1919 

125 

42 

21 

83 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

272 

1920 

277 

55 

27 

103 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

468 

1921 

367 

22 

11 

52 

0 

0 

0 

6 

9 

467 

1922 

1223 

11 

20 

85 

1 

0 

0 

1* 

7 

348 

1923 

122 

15 

25 

131 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5 

299 

’Includes  additions. 

f I’he  323  houses  completed  include  143  for  the  Corporation  Assisted  Housing  Scheme. 


120 


Number  of  New  Houses  Erected  During  the  Year  : — 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

(a)  As  part  of  a Municipal  Housing  Scheme 

Within  the  City  ...  ...  ...  o 

Outside  City  Boundary  ...  ...  o 

( b ) Private  enterprise  ...  ...  128 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  607 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  476 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit,  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  344 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  Nil 


1 2 I 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  *46 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

* This  figure  represents  actual  structural  alterations  to  houses  and  does  not 
include  matters  dealt  with  merely  as  nuisances. 


C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing, 
Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909 — 


(0 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 


Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to\ 
the  making  of  Closing  Orders 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit 
Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 
Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursu- 
ance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...) 


I am  appending  to  this  Report  an  extended  schedule  of  the 
ages  at,  and  causes  of  death,  and  my  Annual  Report  as  School 
Medical  Officer. 


I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Madame  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  SNELL, 


Public  Health  Department, 
Coventry, 

April,  1924. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


EXTENDED  SCHEDULE  OF  AGES  AND  CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  YEAR  1923, 

* Only  those  causes  under  which  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  are  given  in  this  Table. 
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EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Alderman  F.  Lee,  J.P.,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Councillor  A.  H.  Barnacle,  O.B.E.,  Vice-Chairman. 
The  Mayor  (Mr.  Alderman  W.  Hewitt,  J.P.) 


Mr.  Alderman  Goate.  J.P. 

,,  „ Halpin,  J.P. 

,,  ,,  Soden,  M.R.C.S.J.P. 

,,  ,,  Wyles. 

Miss  Councillor  Arnold. 

Mr.  Councillor  Bates,  B.Sc., 

J.P. 

,,  Bayley. 

,,  Cheshire,  M.B.E. 
,,  J.  Fennell. 

„ Harris. 

,,  Holt. 

One  Vacancy. 


Mr.  Councillor  Jones,  J.P. 

,,  ,,  Mander. 

,,  ,,  Siddeley,  C.B.E. 

,,  ,,  A.  Turner. 

Miss  H.  Davidson. 

„ A.  E.  French. 

,,  M.  Scampton,  J.P. 

Mr.  H.  E.  Caldicott. 

E.  J.  Kipps,  M.Sc. 

J.  W.  Lee. 

W.  H.  Spencer. 

P.  V.  Vernon,  O.B.E. 

H.  J.  White. 


MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT  STAFF. 

School  Medical  Officer  - E.  H.  Snell,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  A.  H.  Newton,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

- Constance  B.  Challis,  M.B  , Ch.B., 
B.Sc. 


School  Oculist 

X-Ray  Specialist  - 
Aural  Surgeon 
School  Dentists 


School  Nurses 


Cleansing  Attendant 


- T.  Harrison  Butler,  M.A.,  M.D., 

M.R.C.S. 

- T.  E.  C.  Cole,  M.A.,  M.D.,  M.R.C.P. 

- F.  W.  Sydenham,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.Ed. 

- M.  Raeside,  L.D.S. 

- J.  J.  Shevlin,  L.D.S. 

' Miss  G.  I.  White.  J 
,,  A.  L.  Lyddon.  §f{* 

,,  T.  Harding.  IT 
,,  F.  E.  Paris.  11 
(Resigned  31st  December,  1923.) 

,,  E.  R.  Saul.  §*a 

(Resigned  14th  October,  1923.) 

,,  G.  Neale.  §11 

(Appointed  15th  October,  1923.) 
„ M.  E.  Adcock.  IT 
„ (Appointed  nth  February,  1924.) 

- Mrs.  Fisher. 


Clerks  - - - - T.  F.  Marsden. 

- Miss  C.  Abbott. 

§ Certificate  of  Central  Midwives  Board, 
t Health  Visitor’s  Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

% Certificated  (Fever)  Nurse. 

* Inspector’s  Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

a Certificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Workers. 

It  Three  Years  General  Trained  Nurse. 
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CITY  OF  COVENTRY. 

— — 

Nineteenth  Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 

::o:: 

To  the  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Coventry. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Madame  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  nineteenth  Annual  Report 
concerning  the  schools  and  school  children  under  your  superin- 
tendence in  this  City,  a system  of  medical  inspection  having  been 
inaugurated  by  your  Council  in  1905. 

The  Board  of  Education  (December,  1920)  issued  a circular 
letter  with  suggestions  for  the  arrangement  of  Annual  Reports ; 
and  the  subject  matter  of  this  Report  is  therefore  arranged  in 
accordance,  as  far  as  possible,  with  those  suggestions. 

A further  circular  was  issued  by  the  Board  (December,  1923) 
concerning  revised  Medical  Statistical  Tables  and  requesting  that 
the  Report  for  1923  should,  if  possible,  include  these.  This  has 
been  done  for  elementary  school  children,  but  their  entire  applica- 
tion to  Secondary  Schools  does  not  appear  to  be  suitable. 

1.  Staff. 

The  names  of  the  staff  are  set  out  on  page  132. 

2.  General  Observations. 

With  the  exception  of  the  School  Nurses  the  School 
Medical  Staff  has  remained  the  same  throughout  the  year. 

Attention  may  be  drawn  to  the  successful  results  of  the 
experiment  in  continuing  the  Centaur  Road  Open-Air  Classes  until 
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the  end  of  the  year;  hitherto  these  were  discontinued  about  the 
end  of  September.  A report  on  these  classes  is  given  on  page  151. 

It  is  proposed  that  certain  structural  alterations  shall  be 
carried  out  at  the  Corley  Camp  to  enable  an  increased  number  of 
children  to  take  advantage  of  the  great  improvement  to  health 
consequent  on  attendance  at  this  type  of  school. 

Attention  should  be  drawn  to  the  work  of  the  two  Dentists. 
More  work  was  accomplished  during  the  year  than  in  the  previous 
year.  Their  report  (on  page  144)  explains  that  this  has  been  effected 
by  examining  a larger  number  of  children.  Unfortunately  only 
about  one-half  of  those  found  to  require  treatment  receive  it.  This 
indicates  that  about  one-half  of  the  parents  fail  to  recognise  the 
great  importance  of  proper  dental  treatment.  The  fees  charged 
(1/-  per  child)  are  so  nominal  (and  even  these  are  remitted  in  cases 
of  poverty)  that  they  can  in  no  way  explain  the  apathy  of  parents. 

The  special  departments  of  the  Clinic  (viz.,  the  Eye,  Dental, 
X-Ray,  Ear  and  Throat,  and  Minor  Ailments)  continued  work  as 
usual. 

The  weekly  ear  clinic,  commenced  at  the  latter  part  of  1922, 
for  the  treatment  of  partial  deafness,  has  been  continued  through- 
out the  year.  The  results  show,  in  each  case,  a definite  improve- 
ment in  hearing. 

Some  valuable  observations  by  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon, 
Dr.  Harrison  Butler,  on  his  experience  in  the  matter  of  errors  of 
refraction  in  school  children  appear  on  page  139. 

Attention  may  be  drawn  to  the  interesting  report  of  Miss 
E.  K.  Brown,  the  Organiser  of  Physical  Training,  on  page  153. 
No  Organiser  of  Physical  Training  for  boys  has  yet  been 
appointed. 

The  cleaning  and  overhauling  of  the  X-Ray  apparatus  has 
again  been  carried  out  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Marston,  Assistant  Manager, 
Electricity  Department. 

3.  School  Hygiene. 

Coventry  has  28  Elementary  Schools,  4 Secondary  Schools, 
1 Junior  Technical  School,  i School  for  Mental  Defectives  (non- 
residential). 

1'here  are  19  Council  Elementary  Schools  and  9 Non-Provided 
Elementary  Schools. 
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The  nominal  total  accommodation  of  the  Elementary  Schools 
at  the  close  of  the  year  was  for  20,743  scholars.  There  were 
21,517  children  on  the  school  registers. 

A comparison  with  last  year’s  figures  shows  a decrease  of 
some  200  children  on  the  school  registers  at  the  end  of  the  year; 
this  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  Education  Committee 
adopted  a scheme  of  four  school  terms  to  the  year,  which  was 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Education  and  came  into  operation  in 
October  ’last,  with  the  result  that  some  200  children  left  school  in 
October  who  would  otherwise  have  been  shown  on  the  registers 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  average  percentage  attendance  for  the  year  was  90.4. 

No  epidemic  occurred  during  the  year  on  any  scale  large 
enough  to  affect  materially  the  attendance. 

Practically  no  alterations  to  existing  schools  took  place  dur- 
ing the  year  and  no  new  schools  were  opened. 

A small  voluntary  school,  under  Roman  Catholic  manage- 
ment, has  been  built  in  Harefield  Road,  and  was  opened  in 
January,  1924,  with  accommodation  for  200  scholars. 

~Tie  opening  of  this  school  has  resulted  in  the  transfer  of 
some  120  children  from  St.  Mary’s  School,  which  school  now  con- 
sists of  one  department  only — mixed  and  infants. 

4.  Medical  Inspection. 

The  arrangements  for  the  methods  of  inspection  have 
remained  as  for  several  years  past  and  as  described  in  detail  in 
the  Annual  Report  for  1920. 

(a)  The  Age  Groups  of  children  inspected  are  : — 

(1)  “Entrants,”  ages  5 and  6 years;  (2)  “Leavers,” 
ages  12  and  13  years;  (3)  “Intermediates,”  aged 
8 years ; and  (4)  all  children  admitted  during  the 
year,  not  falling  within  these  groups,  who  have  never 
previously  been  examined. 

(b)  The  Board’s  Schedule  has  been  carried  out  in  full. 

(c)  For  the  early  ascertainment  of  crippling  defects,  depend- 

ence is  chiefly  placed  upon  reports  bv  the  school  teachers 
and  the  attendance  officers. 
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5.  Findings  of  Medical  Inspection. 

Review  of  the  facts  disclosed  by  medical  inspection. 

(a)  Uncleanliness. 

(1)  Body. — On  the  whole  the  children’s  skins  show  evidence 
that  at  least  a weekly  bath  is  taken.  In  children  coming  from 
certain  areas  of  the  City  flea-bites  are  found  in  large  numbers ; 
sometimes  appallingly  large  numbers.  How  to  deal  with  this 
condition  is  a dillicult  problem,  since  it  is  the  actual  houses  which 
are  infested. 

(2)  Head. — The  actual  number  of  notifications  sent  to  parents 
in  respect  of  this  condition  was  much  less  during  1923  than  for 
some  years  previously.  This  cannot  be  taken  as  evidence  of 
greater  freedom  from  vermin.  It  is  partly  due  to  shortness  of 
staff  (one  of  the  nurses  was  away  ill  for  nearly  six  months),  and 
doubtless  partly  due  to  change  of  staff.  There  is  no  standard  of 
verminousness — the  only  possible  one  would  be  complete  freedom 
from  nits — so  that  the  question  of  when  to  send  a notice  or  what 
kind  of  notice  to  send  depends  somewhat  on  the  personality  of  the 
nurse.  In  the  opinion  of  the  senior  members  of  the  staff  very  little 
improvement  has  taken  place  in  this  matter  of  verminous  heads  as 
a result  of  the  last  10  years’  work;  a girl  without  any  signs  of 
vermin  whatever  is  a rare  occurrence  in  the  schools. 

Children  who  require  to  be  dealt  with  under  Section  87  of  the 
Education  Act,  1921,  are  cleansed  at  the  Cleansing  Station 
attached  to  the  Clinic.  During  the  year  124  cases  were  so  dealt 
with  under  the  Act.  In  addition  to  these  cases,  323  were  dealt 
with  at  the  voluntary  request  of  the  parents.  Other  treatment 
carried  out  at  the  Cleansing  Station  included  28  baths ; these  were 
given  chiefly  for  impetigo  ; some,  however,  were  for  uncleanliness. 
Altogether  3,107  visits  by  children  were  paid  to  the  Cleansing 
Station. 

There  were  no  prosecutions  taken  during  the  year  for  this 
condition. 
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TABLE  SHOWING  UNCLEANLINESS  OF  HEADS. 


SCHOOL. 

Total 

cases 

under 

observa- 

tion. 

Total 
numberof 
examina- 
tions of 
children. 

Results  of  Examinations. 

Head 

Notices. 

Exclusion 

Notices. 

Cleansing 

Notices. 

Elementary  Schools — 
Broad  Street. . 

94 

549 

95 

14 

5 

Centaur  Road 

82 

510 

96 

5 

10 

Cheylesmore  . . 

127 

917 

115 

15 

20 

Earlsdon 

63 

321 

53 

2 

5 

Edgewick 

40 

156 

47 

3 

, , 

Eolly  Lane  . . 

26 

59 

17 

2 

5 

Frederick  Bird 

109 

308 

77 

6 

11 

Holbrook  Lane 

194 

581 

219 

26 

7 

John  Gulson  . 

S6 

420 

77 

14 

10 

Little  Heath . . 

33 

111 

41 

5 

, , 

Narrow  Lane 

42 

248 

41 

4 

S 

Paradise 

30 

108 

21 

4 

1 

Radford 

24 

111 

17 

2 

2 

Red  Lane 

135 

728 

102 

27 

15 

St.  Peter’s  . . 

81 

187 

34 

9 

South  Street . . 

151 

519 

95 

5 

13 

Spon  Street  . . 

150 

834 

150 

18 

11 

Stoke  Council 

111 

258 

68 

3 

8 

Wheatley  Street 

All  Saints’  .. 

110 

591 

86 

2 

19 

22 

109. 

13 

1 

4 

St.  Elizabeth’s 

33 

136 

34 

5 

. , 

St.  John’s 

50 

352 

40 

1 

6 

St.  Mark’s  . . 

55 

227 

45 

3 

3 

St.  Mary’s  . . 

70 

214 

45 

1 

. . 1 

St.  Michael’s 

103 

350 

69 

10 

22 

St.  Osburg’s  . . 

56 

226 

43 

4 

3 

Stoke  C.  of  E. 

17 

28 

16 

1 

1 

Wheatley  Street  Special 

16 

75 

17 

1 

3 

Secondary  Schools — 

Stoke  Park  . . 

2 

2 

2 

•• 

Totals  . . 

2112 

9235 

1775 

184 

196 

(b)  Minor  Ailments. 

.See  Table  IV.,  Group  I.,  page  172. 

Ringworm  of  the  Head. — The  number  of  cases  of  this  con- 
dition discovered  during  the  year  shows  a pleasing  diminution ; 
1922  showed  the  lowest  number  then  recorded,  the  figure  being 
74;  in  1923  only  47  cases  have  been  discovered,  and  of  these  41 
received  treatment  by  X-Rays. 

No  fresh  cases  of  alopecia  (baldness)  were  discovered  during 
the  year. 

Among  other  skin  diseases  it  may  be  noted  that  scabies 
suffered  a rather  remarkable  diminution  during  the  year,  while 
impetigo  (sores)  showed  a considerable  increase.  All  the  con- 
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ditions  referred  to  in  Table  IV.  are  treated  at  the  Clinic.  Treat- 
ment of  ringworm  of  the  head  by  X-Rays  is  in  the  hands  of 
Dr.  T.  E.  C.  Cole.  The  other  conditions  are  treated  after  school 
hours  each  evening  by  the  nurses.  The  following  table  shows  the 
work  done  in  this  connection  : — 


CONDITION. 

Number  of 
Cases. 

Visits  Paid. 

Otorrhoea  (discharging  ears) 

147 

13,082 

Wax  in  ears 

100 

119 

Blepharitis  (sore  eye  lids)  .. 

25 

272 

Conjunctivitis 

11 

58 

Miscellaneous 

9 

32 

Otorrhoea,  although  treated  very  lightly  by  the  majority  of 
parents,  occasionally  gives  rise  to  serious  trouble  in  the  mastoid 
bone,  even  leading  to  brain  abscess.  In  practically  all  cases  it 
leads  to  some  impairment  of  hearing,  and  sometimes  to  serious 
deafness.  Though  apt  to  be  a chronic  condition,  it  is  curable  if 
treatment  is  patiently  persevered  with. 

(c)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

See  Table  IV.,  Group  III.,  page  173. 

The  actual  number  of  cases  referred  for  treatment  was  494 ; of 
these  only  33  per  cent,  are  known  to  have  had  operative  treatment. 
This  figure  is  so  much  below  that  given  for  the  last  two  years 
(during  which  time  the  same  medical  officers  have  been  examining) 
that  it  may  be  considered  as  at  any  rate  partly  due  to  the  inefficient 
following  up  which  resulted  from  shortness  of  staff.  The  per- 
centage number  of  children  found  at  the  systematic  examination 
to  be  suffering  from  this  condition  was  3.9. 

(d)  Tuberculosis. 

See  Table  III.,  page  171. 

It  has  been  pointed  out  in  previous  reports  that  it  is  difficult 
to  say  in  many  cases  whether  a child  is  suffering  from  tubercu- 
losis or  not.  This  year,  however,  the  Board  of  Education,  by 
asking  for  “ active  ” tuberculosis,  have  made  the  figures  much 
more  accurate.  Cured  cases  and  doubtful  cases  are  recorded 
under  the  heading  of  “delicate  children.” 
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It  will  be  noted  that  only  31  cases  of  active  tuberculosis  (of 
these  only  7 are  pulmonary)  are  known  to  us.  This  represents 
0.13  per  cent,  of  the  school  population. 

No  figures  have  been  inserted  for  the  heading  “ non-infectious 
but  active  pulmonary  and  glandular  tuberculosis.”  It  is  doubtful 
if  any  case  of  active  pulmonary  tuberculosis  could  safely  be  des- 
cribed as  “non-infectious”;  the  glandular  cases  are  inserted 
under  the  heading  “ active  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis.” 

(e)  Skin  Diseases  and  (/)  External  Eye  Disease. 

These  have  been  referred  to  under  “ Minor  Ailments.” 

( g ) Vision. 

See  Table  IV.,  Group  II.,  on  page  172. 

The  number  of  cases  of  defective  vision  found  at  the 
systematic  examination  represents  6.4  per  cent,  of  the  children  so 
examined. 

The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  cases  seen  by 
Dr.  Butler  : — 


Elementary  Schools. 

Secondary 

• 

City  Cases. 

County  Children 
attending 

City  Schools. 

School 

Children. 

Submitted  to  Befraction 

663 

47 

40 

Glasses  prescribed  ... 

539 

36 

36 

XT  Per 

No‘  Cent. 

No. 

Per  Cent. 

No'  Cent. 

Myopia 

68  10-1 

3 

6-3 

15  37-5 

Myopic  Astigmatism 

54  8-1 

4 

8-5 

5 12-5 

Hypermetropia 

175  26  3 

15 

31-7 

3 7-5 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism 

194  29-2 

13 

27-6 

9 22-5 

Mixed  Astigmatism 

79  11-9 

5 

10-6 

5 12-5 

Dr.  Harrison  Butler,  the  School  Oculist,  reports  concerning 
the  work  of  the  Eye  Clinic  as  follows  : — 

“ The  Eye  Department  of  the  Clinic  was  started  in  Novem- 
ber, 191  r.  At  first  the  numbers  of  children  seen  were  about  200 
a year.  This  figure  has  gradually  increased,  and  in  1922  over 
r,ooo  were  examined  (including  County  cases)  by  the  ophthalmic 
surgeon,  and  the  majority  fitted  with  spectacles.  In  1923  the 
numbers  were  about  100  less,  and  of  these  750  were  examined  for 
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errors  of  refraction.  The  nature  of  the  defects  found  are  shewn  in 
the  table  on  page  139. 

During  the  12  years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  establishment 
of  the  Clinic,  it  has  been  possible  to  follow  up  the  children  for  the 
whole  period  of  their  school  life,  and  I have  seen  many  of  them 
years  later  at  the  Coventry  Hospital  and  elsewhere.  Many 
children  have  been  examined  three,  four,  and  even  five  times  at 
intervals  varying  from  one  to  three  years,  and  in  consequence 
much  useful  information  has  been  gained  regarding  the  changes 
that  take  place  in  the  refraction  of  a child  during  the  period  of 
growth  of  the  eye. 

At  first  some  of  the  changes  noted  were  so  great  that  they 
were  ascribed  to  some  inaccuracy  in  the  former  determinations  due 
to  varying  and  unequal  action  of  the  cycloplegic  (see  Note  on 
page  142).  Tt  is  certain  that  in  some  cases  this  was  a correct 
explanation.  For  the  first  eight  or  nine  years  the  parents  were 
supplied  with  atropine  drops  to  instil  for  a week,  and  in  some 
instances  this  was  not  carefully  done,  and  the  paralysis  of  accom- 
modation was  incomplete.  When  Countv  children  were  admitted 
to  the  Clinic  it  was  obviously  inadvisable  to  continue  this  plan, 
for  many  came  from  Bedworth,  and  even  more  distant  spots. 
From  that  date  the  atropine  has  been  instilled  in  the  Clinic  bv  the 
School  Nurse,  over  a period  of  from  one  to  two  hours.  This  plan 
has  on  the  whole  been  more  satisfactory,  but  it  naturally  means 
that  instead  of  two  visits  there  is  one  much  longer  one.  In  the 
case  of  the  majority  of  children  three  instillations  of  a t per  cent, 
solution  of  atropine  extending-  over  a period  of  two  hours  are 
sufficient,  but  there  are  exceptions,  some  of  which  are  detected. 
Tt  would  appear  from  the  experience  at  the  Clinic  that  to  obtain 
complete  paralysis  in  all  cases  it  is  necessary  to  allow  at  least  24 
hours,  during  which  four  instillations  are  made.  For  all  practical 
purposes  the  plan  now  adopted  is  satisfactory,  and  those  children 
who  give  evidence  of  incomplete  cycloplegia  (see  Note  on  page  142) 
are  referred  with  drops  till  the  next  Clinic. 

Further  experience  shewed  that  many  of  the  changes  were 
regular  and  progressive,  others  seemed  to  obey  no  law.  It  is, 
however,  quite  certain  that  in  many  cases  great  changes  may  take 
place  in  the  growing  eye  before  the  final  adult  refraction  is 
attained,  and  that  frequent  examinations  are  necessary  during 
School  life.  A paper  embodying  the  results  obtained  was  read  by 

a 


me  to  the  Oxford  Ophthalmological  Congress  in  1922,  and  will  be 
found  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Ophthalmol ogical  Society  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  Vol.  XLII.,  page  293.  This  was  summarised 
in  my  Middlemore  Lecture  on  “ Refraction  ” ( British  Medical 
Journal,  May  19th,  1923). 

Cases  of  high  hypermetropia  (see  Note  on  page  142)  are  quite 
common  among  children  but  far  less  so  in  adults.  A gradual 
diminution  in  the  degree  of  hypermetropia  has  been  noted  in 
several  cases  as  they  came  up  year  by  year  for  re-examination. 
Astigmatism  (see  Note  on  page  142)  has  often  shown  a progressive 
alteration,  and  most  often  in  the  sense  that  astigmatism  with  the 
rule  has  tended  to  diminish,  and  that  against  the  rule  to  increase. 
A regular  swing  of  the  axis  of  the  cylinder  is  not  infrequent,  and 
quite  irregular  alterations  in  angle  are  common. 

I have  been  greatly  interested  in  the  causes  of  progressive 
myopia  (see  Note  on  page  142),  and  a large  number  of  observations 
bearing  upon  this  condition  have  been  made.  In  most  cases  it  is 
found  that  there  is  a familv  history  of  mvopia,  a fact  which  favours 
the  view  that  myopia  is  a hereditary  disease.  Quite  frequently 
children  have  been  found  with  high  and  progressive  myopia  in  one 
eve  only.  This  fact  is  difficult  to  explain  under  the  hypothesis 
that  the  disease  is  due  to  close  work.  Again,  advanced  myopia  is 
not  uncommon  in  infants  of  five  who  have  done  no  close  work. 
The  hereditary  factor  is  confirmed  by  the  result  of  almost 
all  statistics  : that  the  worst  cases  of  progressive  myopia 
with  severe  deterioration  in  the  fundus  (see  Note  on  page  142)  )f 
the  eye  are  not  found  most  frequently  in  urban  districts,  but  in 
mining  villages.  Agricultural  districts  occupy  an  intermediate 
position.  In  a mining  community  it  is  almost  a social  crime  to 
marrv  outside  the  district,  and,  as  is  well  known,  in  an  agricul- 
tural village  most  are  related  and  there  are  few  surnames. 

The  matter  is  of  more  than  theoretical  importance,  for  acting 
upon  the  German-made  theory  that  progressive  myopia  is  due  to 
school  work,  it  is  proposed  to  prevent  children  with  more  than  a 
specified  amount  of  myopia  from  holding  scholarships,  and  becom- 
ing teachers.  In  a word,  it  is  proposed  to  lay  down  arbitrary  rules 
which  will  penalise  the  myope  who  in  the  past  has  taken  a high 
place  in  all  intellectual  spheres  of  activity.  The  question  of  the 
suitability  of  any  child  to  hold  a scholarship  should  be  left  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  in  charge  of  the  clinic,  who 


will  form  his  opinion  upon  the  history  of  the  child  and  will  take 
into  account  his  family  history. 

One  important  fact  has  been  noted  by  observations  in  the 
clinic  : myopia  is  very  liable  to  shew  a decided  advance  after  a 
debilitating  illness,  and  it  follows  that  the  myopic  child  should 
have  a longer  convalescence  than  the  normal  child. 

Myopia  is  due  to  stretching  of  the  outer  coat  of  the  eye,  and 
any  debilitating  disease  renders  the  sclera  (this  outer  coat)  more 
liable  to  elongate.  Undue  confinement  in  a badly  ventilated 
school  causes  general  tissue  flabbiness,  and  the  myope  must  have 
more  fresh  air  and  shorter  hours  in  school  than  others. 

The  table  shews  that  myopia  is  far  more  common  among 
secondary  school  children  than  in  the  elementary  schools.  This 
is  due  to  two  causes  : the  secondary  children  are  older  and  have 
had  more  time  to  become  myopic,  and  secondly  it  is  well  known 
that  myopes  are  far  more  studious  than  normal  children,  probably 
because  they  are  not  so  good  at  ball  games,  and  take  less  interest 
in  objects  at  a distance.  The  new  regulations  would  exclude 
these  studious  children. 

The  table  would  appear  to  shew  that  myopia  is  commoner  in 
the  County  children  than  in  the  town.  As  regards  low  degrees  of 
myopia  this  is  a fact,  but  the  numbers  are  too  small  to  be  of  much 
value.  At  the  Warwick  County  Clinic,  where  many  more  County 
children  are  seen,  there  are  more  examples  of  really  serious 
myopia  than  are  seen  among  the  Coventry  children. 

About  forty  children  are  operated  upon  for  squint  yearly  at 
the  Coventry  Hospital.  During  the  past  year  a new  operation, 
“ Muscle  Recession,”  has  been  adopted.  This  is  an  American 
method  which  has  been  simplified  and  improved  at  Coventry.  It 
has  yielded  a high  percentage  of  successful  results. 

Note. — The  following  are  explanations  of  technical  terms  used  in  this  report  : — 

Refraction : — The  estimation  of  the  length  of  the  eye  front  back  to  front.  It  is  on  this 
distance  that  the  focus  depends. 

Hypermctropia : — The  eye  is  too  short  so  that  the  image  is  focussed  behind  the  back 
of  the  eye. 

Myopia  : — The  eye  is  too  long.  This  condition  is  serious  in  severe  cases  because  of 
the  danger  of  separation  of  the  layers  of  the  back  wall  of  the  eye. 
Cycloplcgia : — Paralysis  of  those  muscles  of  the  eye  which  can  slightly  alter  the  focus. 

This  process  is  also  referred  to  as  paralysis  of  accommodation.  At  the 
same  time  the  pupil  of  the  eye  is  dilated  so  that  the  Fundus  can  be 
more  easily  seen. 

Cycloplegic : — A drug  causing  this  paralysis  temporarily. 

Fundus  : — The  fiont  surface  of  the  back  of  the  eye. 

Astigmatism  : — Irregular  curvature  of  the  front  of  the  eye.  Glasses  tocorrect  this  defect 
must  be  cut  out  of  the  side  of  a cylinder  and  not  out  of  a sphere. 
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In  September  the  Committee  of  the  Coventry  Hospital  pro- 
vided the  Eye  Department  with  a Slit-Lamp  and  Eye  Microscope, 
the  first  to  be  installed  in  a general  Hospital  in  England.  This 
instrument  enables  the  eye  to  be  examined  under  a magnification 
of  35  with  stereoscopic  vision,  and  allows  the  structures  of  the  eye 
to  be  seen  in  profile.  It  has  proved  of  great  use  to  the  Clinic,  in 
that  all  children  with  congenital  cataract  have  been  examined  and 
drawings  made  of  the  conditions  discovered.  It  has  been  found 
that  there  are  far  more  varieties  of  cataract  in  children  than  was 
previously  supposed,  and  it  will  be  possible  to  keep  these  children 
under  observation  and  watch  the  development  of  the  various 
varieties.  During  the  past  twelve  years  many  such  cases  have 
been  operated  upon  at  the  Coventry  Hospital  with  success.  The 
Coventry  Hospital  is  a necessary  adjunct  to  the  Clinic,  and  great 
credit  is  due  to  the  Committee  in  that  they  have  spared  nothing  to 
keep  their  eye  department  up  to  date.” 

(h)  Ear  Disease  and  Hearing. 

In  Table  III.  it  is  stated  that  there  are  known  in  the  schools 
35  children  who  are  so  deaf  as  to  be  suitable  for  training  in  a 
special  class. 

During  the  year  a small  ear  clinic  has  been  held  on  Thursday 
afternoons  after  school  hours  with  the  idea  of  attempting  some 
regular  treatment  for  partial  deafness.  Many  cases  of  deafness 
are  due  to  the  formation  of  a negative  air  pressure  behind  the  ear- 
drum as  the  result  of  obstruction  in  or  behind  the  nose ; the  com- 
monest form  of  obstruction  being,  of  course,  adenoids.  It  is  pos- 
sible to  re-establish  the  normal  air-pressure  behind  the  drum  by 
inflation  through  the  nose.  This  method  has  been  carried  out 
regularly  with  36  suitable  children  during  the  year,  with  definite 
improvement  in  the  hearing  in  each  case. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  persuade  children  with  discharging 
ears  to  come  to  the  clinic  for  daily  treatment.  While  the  perfora- 
tion still  exists  in  the  drum  no  special  treatment  can  be  carried 
out  for  the  accompanying  deafness.  If  the  discharge  ceases, 
however,  and  the  perforation  heals,  the  process  of  inflation  men- 
tioned above  can  be  carried  out  and  some  improvement  of  hearing 
hoped  for.  The  results  in  these  cases  depend  largely  on  the  time 
the  discharge  has  persisted,  as  in  long  standing  cases  there  is 
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often  an  accompanying  nerve  deafness  (presumably  atrophy  from 
disuse),  for  which  nothing  can  be  done. 

(i)  Dental  Defects. 

The  School  Dentists,  Mr.  M.  Raeside  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Shevlin, 
report  on  the  work  of  the  Dental  Clinic  for  the  year  as  follows  : — 

“ There  is  a considerable  increase  this  year  in  the  number  of 
attendances  at  the  Clinic  and  a corresponding  increase  in  the 
amount  of  work  done.  This  is  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  more 
schools  were  visited  and  a greater  number  of  children  inspected. 

During  the  year,  3,355  children  were  made  dentally  fit,  as 
against  3,246  in  1922.  The  number  of  fillings  increased  from 
4,042  in  1922  to  4,488  in  1923;  extractions  from  5,603  to  6,185. 

It  will  be  noted  in  the  Tables  giving  particulars  of  treatment 
that  only  348  permanent  teeth  were  found  so  badly  diseased  as  to 
be  beyond  saving  and  had  to  be  extracted.  This  is  very  gratify- 
ing, and  shows  the  value  of  periodic  inspection,  and  the  benefit 
to  be  derived  from  early  treatment.  Indeed,  the  improvement  in 
the  oral  conditions  of  the  children  who  had  treatment  as  a result 
of  previous  inspections  is  so  marked  that  one  must  regret  that  a 
greater  number  of  those  referred  for  treatment  do  not  obtain  it; 
but  unfortunately  w'e  find  that  it  is  most  difficult,  and  in  a great 
many  cases  impossible,  to  convince  a certain  class  of  parent  of 
the  necessity  for  dental  treatment,  and  it  is  the  children  of  these 
parents  who  most  require  it.  It  must  be  remembered,  however, 
that  if  all  the  children  came  who  require  attention  there  would  be 
much  more  work  than  two  dental  surgeons  could  possibly  do.” 
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The  schools  visited  and  the  results  of  examination  are  as 
follows  : — 


School. 

Total 

Children 

Examined 

Referred 

for 

Treatment. 

Actually 

Treated. 

Re- 

Treated. 

Broad  Street  ... 

287 

212 

6 

4 

Centaur  Road  ... 

602 

439 

264 

83 

Cheylesmore  ... 

390 

302 

144 

46 

Earlsdon 

380 

278 

143 

27 

Frederick  Bird 

576 

400 

201 

59 

John  Gulson  ... 

521 

326 

12 

3 

Little  Heath  ... 

88 

67 

41 

11 

Paradise 

140 

98 

19 

6 

Radford 

308 

231 

121 

50 

Red  Lane 

388 

255 

79 

25 

St.  Peter’s 

213 

175 

71 

20 

South  Street  ... 

341 

256 

84 

31 

Spon  Street 

453 

321 

121 

37 

Stoke  Council  ... 

618 

442 

244 

47 

Wheatley  Street 

440 

332 

152 

41 

All  Saints 

152 

111 

53 

16 

St.  Elizabeth’s 

131 

100 

40 

11 

St.  John’s 

188 

141 

47 

11 

St.  Mark's 

171 

118 

41 

10 

St.  Mary’s 

156 

118 

54 

JO 

St.  Michael’s  ... 

182 

143 

46 

11 

St.  Osburg’s  ... 

108 

74 

26 

6 

Stoke  C.  of  E.  ... 

110 

87 

35 

7 

Edgewick 

... 

... 

65 

24 

Totals  ... 

6973 

5026 

2111 

596 

The  small  number  shown  as  being-  treated  in  the  case  of 
Broad  Street  and  John  Gulson  Schools  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
dental  inspection  took  place  late  in  the  year.  In  the  case  of 
Edgewick  School  the  figures  are  the  results  of  the  inspection 
which  took  place  in  1922. 

( j ) Crippling  Defects. 

The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  known  cripples 


in  the  City  : — 

Talipes  (deformity  of  the  feet)  ...  ...  6 

Infantile  Paralysis  : — 

Arm  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Leg  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Arm  and  Leg  ...  ...  ...  8 

Congenital  abnormality  ...  ...  8 

Tuberculosis  of  spine  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  „ arm  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  leg  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cerebral  Palsy  ...  ...  ...  8 

Pseudo-hypertropic  Paralysis  ...  ...  2 

Rickets  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Total 


81 
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6.  Infectious  Disease. 

All  cases  of  infectious  disease  coming-  to  the  notice  of  head 
teachers  are  required,  under  Section  39  of  the  Corporation  Act, 
1900,  to  be  notified  by  them  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Doubtful  cases  of  infection  are  sent  to  the  Clinic  for  examination, 
or,  if  necessary,  one  of  the  Medical  Staff  visits  the  school. 

Below  will  be  found  a table  showing-  the  periods  of  exclusion 
which  are  in  force  in  this  City  for  the  respective  diseases. 

With  regard  to  Diphtheria,  all  cases  and  contacts  are 
swabbed  by  the  school  nurses,  and  are  not  allowed  to  return  to 
school  until  two  successive  negatives  in  the  former  case  and  one  in 
the  latter  have  been  obtained.  In  this  connection  247  swabs  were 
taken  during  the  year. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  during  1923  to  close  any  school  on 
account  of  infectious  disease. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Periods  of  Quarantine  for  those  exposed  to  Infection  and  lengths  of 

Isolation  of  those  attacked. 


Infectious  disease. 

Quarantine  to  be 
required  after  last 
exposure  to  infection. 

Earliest  date  of  return  to  school 
after  an  attack. 

Small  Pox  . . 

18  days 

When  all  scabs  have  fallen  off. 

Chicken  Pox 

18  days 

>>  n » n 

Scarlet  Fever 

14  days 

Variable,  generally  6 or  7 weeks, 
sometimes  longer. 

Diphtheria  . . 

12  days 

Very  variable  ; may  attend  school 
when  certified  by  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

Measles 

16  days 

Three  weeks. 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

21  days 

When  the  cough  has  disappeared. 

German  Measles  . . 

16  days 

About  three  weeks. 

Mumps 

24  days 

Four  weeks  if  all  the  swelling 
has  subsided. 

Typhoid  Fever 

28  days 

Only  on  medical  advice. 

Note. — In  the  case  of  Small  Pox,  Chicken  Pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and 
Typhoid  Fever,  all  children  from  an  infected  home  are  excluded  from  school. 

In  the  case  of  Measles,  German  Measles,  and  Whooping  Cough,  children  from 
infected  homes  are  allowed  to  go  to  school  if  they  attend  Senior  Departments  and 
have  themselves  had  the  disease. 

In  the  case  of  Mumps  only  the  affected  children  are  excluded. 

The  following  Girls’  Departments,  since  they  are  combined  with  Infants' 
Departments,  should  follow  the  rule  for  the  latter: — 

Little  Heath.  St.  Elizabeth’s.  St.  Peter’s  Junior. 

St.  John’s.  Stoke  C.  of  E.  St.  Mary’s 

Sacred  Heart. 

The  above  table  is  re-inserted  here  for  convenience  of  refer- 
ence by  Head  Teachers. 
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On  page  80  is  a table  setting  out  the  number  of  notifications 
of  alleged  infectious  diseases  among  school  children,  or  in  houses 
in  which  school  children  live,  received  from  schools  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  during  the  year. 

Vaccination. 

During  the  systematic  examination  of  the  elementary  school 
children  a note  was  made  concerning  their  previous  vaccination. 
The  results  obtained  are  shown  below. 

It  will  be  seen  that  among  the  younger  children  vaccination 
is  being  less  and  less  resorted  to ; and  among  the  entrants  only 
about  one  in  every  five  is  vaccinated. 


BOYS 

GIRLS 

Age  Groups 

Number 

Examined 

Number 

Vaccinated 

Percentage 

Vaccinated 

Number 

Examined 

Number 

Vaccinated 

Percentage 

Vaccinated 

Entrants 

1175 

220 

18-7 

1087 

220 

20-2 

Intermediate  Age 

899 

205 

22-8 

914 

237 

24-8 

Leavers 

1100 

433 

39-3 

1056 

422 

39-9 

Totals 

3174 

858 

27-0 

3057 

879 

28  7 

7.  Following  up. 

A card  is  made  out  for  every  child  in  whom  is  found  any 
defect  which  is  likely  to  be  benefited  by  treatment.  At  the  end  of 
about  six  weeks  from  the  examination  the  nurses  take  these  cards 
school  by  school  and  find  out  what  has  been  done.  Where  the 
condition  has  been  treated  the  card  is  marked  and  returned  to  its 
box ; where  nothing  has  been  done,  the  parent  is  visited  to  find 
out  the  reason,  and  an  attempt  made  to  overcome  prejudice, 
apathy,  or  whatever  is  the  obstruction.  Frequently  recalcitrant 
parents  are  persuaded  to  pay  a further  visit  to  the  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officers  to  be  assured  of  the  benefit  likely  to  follow  the 
treatment  advised. 
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In  connection  with  this  work  the  following  table  shows  the 
number  of  home  visits  paid  by  the  school  nurses  : — • 


Condition. 

Visits  Paid. 

Eyes  

308 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids  . . 

203 

Dental 

151 

Ringworm 

99 

Uncleanliness 

55 

Diphtheria 

140 

Cripples  . . 

21 

Miscellaneous  .. 

179 

Total 

1156 

In  addition  to  these  home  visits  they  have  paid  915  visits  to 
schools. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  defects  referred  to  the 
Health  Department  during  the  year  : — 


ALLEGED  NUISANCE 

Number 

Reported. 

Number 

dealt 

with. 

Damp  walls,  ceilings,  etc. 

1 

1 

Dilapidated  walls,  floors,  etc. 

1 

1 

2 

2 

8.  Medical  Treatment. 

The  points  arising  under  this  heading  have  been  already  dealt 
with  under  heading  5. 

9.  Open-Air  Education. 

The  Education  Committee  provide  two  open-air  schools 
during  the  summer  months.  One,  Corley  Camp,  is  a residential 
school,  situated  on  high  ground  five  miles  from  the  City. 
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The  other  is  of  the  nature  of  a playg'round  class  held  on  part 
of  the  roof  of  Centaur  Road  School.  This  is  non-residential,  but 
the  children  are  kept  there  from  9 a.  m.  till  4-30  p.m.,  and  receive 
a mid-day  meal. 

Corley  Camp. 

The  following  report  is  furnished  by  Miss  E.  Townsend,  the 
Teacher  in  charge  : — 

“ On  the  afternoon  of  May  2nd  we  were  ready  to  receive  the 
twenty  children  whom  the  Medical  Officer  had  chosen  for  our  Open- 
Air  School. 

They  came  by  ’bus  from  Coventry,  and  were  a pale,  nervous- 
looking  lot.  It  took  them  two  or  three  days  to  settle  down,  but  after- 
wards there  was  very  little  home-sickness  or  fretting. 

By  utilizing  part  of  the  play  shelter  we  were  able  to  accommodate 
the  boys  there  for  sleeping  purposes,  and  this  enabled  us  to  take 
twenty  instead  of  sixteen  as  in  previous  years.  Many  of  the  children 
came  from  poor,  crowded  homes,  but  as  at  Corley  their  dormitories, 
dining  shelter  and  schoolroom  all  looked  out  on  stretches  of  green 
fields,  with  woods  in  the  distance,  an  interest  in  their  surroundings  was 
soon  aroused. 

The  first  morning  they  were  awakened  by  the  call  of  the  cuckoo 
and  other  birds,  and  strange  indeed  were  their  ideas  of  bird  life.  I 
found  the  younger  children  weaving  nests  of  grass,  etc.,  and  placing 
them  in  bushes  to  induce  the  cuckoo  or  any  other  bird  to  lay  their 
eggs  therein. 

The  session  lasted  for  twenty-four  weeks,  from  May  2nd  to 
October  17th,  and  the  children,  with  two  exceptions,  stayed  for  the 
whole  period. 

The  school  work,  as  in  previous  years,  has  been  very  interesting, 
but  owing  to  the  varied  ages  and  educational  attainments  has  had  to 
be  on  individual  lines.  Many  of  the  children  have  had  long  and  fre- 
quent absences  from  school ; one  girl  had  been  absent  for  three  years, 
but  during  her  stay  at  Corley  could  always  attend  the  classes. 

The  health  and  appearance  of  all  improved  wonderfully. 

The  gain  in  weight  has  been  above  the  average  for  any  previous 
year ; one  girl  gained  23^  lbs.  in  twenty-four  weeks — this  being  a 
record. 

The  parents  have  visited  monthly,  and  have  without  exception 
expressed  their  delight  and  appreciation.  During  the  session  an 
additional  hut  was  erected  for  the  use  of  the  staff.” 


List  of  Children  at  Corley  Camp,  1923. 


Length  of 

Gain  in 

Sex 

Age. 

stay. 

Complaint. 

Weight. 

G. 

13 

24  weeks 

Bronchiectasis 

23*  lbs. 

G. 

13 

24  ,, 

General  Debility 

15 

G. 

12-13 

24  „ 

II  »l 

12S  „ 

G. 

12 

24  ,, 

Chorea 

20?  „ 

G. 

12 

24 

General  Debility 

9*  „ 

G. 

12 

24  ,, 

» » II 

94  „ 

G. 

12 

24  ,, 

Anaemia 

15*  „ 

G. 

11-12 

24  ,, 

Chorea 

22*  „ 

G. 

11-12 

24  ,, 

General  Debility 

14  „ 

G. 

11 

24 

»l  II 

14*  ,, 

G. 

11 

24  ,, 

>1  II 

19*  ,. 

G. 

10-11 

24  ,, 

Nephritis  following  Scarlet  Fever  19  ,, 

G. 

10-11 

24  „ 

General  Debility 

12?  „ 

G. 

10-11 

14  „ 

l 1 II 

7*  „ 

B. 

10 

9 ,, 

Rheumatism 

10  „ 

G. 

10 

24  „ 

General  Debility 

8*  „ 

G. 

9-10 

9 

II  II 

3*  „ 

B. 

9 

15  ,, 

II  II 

11  „ 

B. 

9 

24  „ 

11  II 

7?  „ 

B. 

9 

24  ,, 

II  II 

r** 

CO 

B. 

8-9 

24  ,, 

Rheumatism 

12  „ 

B. 

7-8 

.24  „ 

General  Debility 

HM 

CD 

Dr.  Newton  reports  as 

follows  : — 

“ One  is 

very  glad  to 

be  able  to  report 

that  the  Education 

Committee  were  able  to  arrange  for  this  school  to  be  open  again 
for  the  full  period  of  24  weeks,  and,  in  addition,  to  provide  accom- 
modation for  four  extra  children.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
shortening  of  the  camp  period  by  six  weeks,  as  was  done  in  1922, 
meant  a distinct  loss  to  the  children  concerned.  It  can  be  shown 
perhaps  in  this  way;  the  average  weekly  gain  in  1922  was  0.5  lbs., 
in  1923  it  was  0.58  lbs.  The  prolonged  stay  in  the  Camp  prob- 
ably helped  towards  this  increased  average;  but,  more  than  this, 
each  child  who  left  the  Camp  in  1923  had,  on  the  average,  gained 
3!  lbs.  more  than  the  average  child  gained  in  1922. 

Taken  altogether,  1923  was  perhaps  the  most  successful  year 
the  Camp  has  seen.  As  has  been  mentioned,  the  average  weekly 
gain  per  child  was  0.58  lbs.  Three  children  gained  over  20  lbs.  ; 
one,  who  had  not  been  to  school  for  three  years,  gained  23^  lbs. 
As  has  been  noted  in  previous  years,  the  girls  gained  far  more 
than  the  boys — the  average  for  the  former  being  14.3  lbs.,  and 


for  the  latter  9.2  lbs.  Perhaps  the  most  striking-  effect  noticed 
was  the  improvement  in  the  two  cases  of  Chorea  (St.  Vitus’s 
Dance).  Both  were  long-standing-  cases,  so  severe  that  they  had 
been  in-patients  at  Hospital ; their  symptoms  completely  dis- 
appeared after  a few  days  in  Camp,  and  did  not  recur  during-  their 
stay.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  above  list,  one  gained  22^  lbs., 
and  the  other  2of  lbs. 

One  of  the  most  striking  features  of  the  Camp  life  is  the 
practical  disappearance  of  all  the  symptoms  of  which  these  chil- 
dren had  previously  complained.” 

Open-Air  Class  at  Centaur  Road  School. 

Dr.  Challis  reports  as  follows  : — 

“ This  school  was  opened  as  usual  in  May,  but  was  not  closed 
until  the  end  of  the  year.  The  experiment  of  keeping  these  roof 
classes  open  for  the  first  three  months  of  the  winter  was  tried  in 
response  to  a memorial  signed  by  some  hundreds  of  ratepayers 
in  the  Centaur  Road  district.  The  memorial  expressed  high 
appreciation  of  the  benefits  conferred  on  children  receiving  this 
open-air  education,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  the  classes  might 
be  continued  throughout  the  year.  The  Committee  thought  that 
this  could  not  be  done  without  certain  structural  alterations  and 
arrangements  for  heating,  which  would  involve  considerable 
expense.  As,  however,  it  is  not  usual  to  get  very  severe  weather 
before  Christmas,  the  Committee  decided  to  try  the  experiment 
of  keeping  on  the  classes  until  Christmas  without  any  heating  or 
other  alterations  beyond  the  erection  of  temporary  canvas  wind 
screens.  This  was  accordingly  done.  As  was  to  be  expected,  the 
attendance  fell  during  the  winter  months,  but  even  so  it  resulted 
in  an  average  attendance  of  75.6%,  which  may  be  considered  as 
showing  a successful  result  to  the  experiment. 

In  previous  years  the  roof  classes  suffered  much  from  the 
fact  that  much  of  the  water  from  the  higher  roofs  of  the  school 
was  received  on  to  their  playground.  This  year  this  has  been 
prevented  by  the  fixing  of  more  suitable  spouting  and  tubing;  a 
much  appreciated  improvement. 

In  the  last  two  months  of  the  year  many  children  who  pre- 
viously had  attended  regularly  failed  to  attend  on  account  of  the 
cold  weather,  and  their  places  were  filled  by  children  from  Corley 
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Camp.  It  was  thoug-ht  inadvisable  to  send  children  for  the  first 
time  to  an  open-air  school  during  these  months. 

Thirty-one  children  regularly  attended  during  these  winter 
months,  most  of  these  having  been  there  since  April,  and  these 
are  the  cases  which  best  show  the  improvement,  evidenced  by 
gain  in  weight,  improved  appetite  and  colour,  and  loss  or  decrease 
of  symptoms. 

The  figure  showing  the  average  gain  in  weight  is  not  a 
specially  valuable  indication  of  improvement,  owing  to  the  very' 
varying  ages  of  the  children  and  the  diversity  of  their  complaints. 
Examples  of  marked  gain  in  weight  are  : — A girl  aged  x i years, 
suffering  from  Rheumatism  and  Debility,  gained  io  lbs.  in  eight 
months  ; a boy  aged  n years,  suffering  from  Bronchitis  and  Poor 
Nutrition,  gained  9^  lbs.  in  seven  months. 

Appreciation  has  been  'expressed  by  the  parents  in  certain 
cases,  and  there  are  indications  that  the  benefits  received  at  the 
school  are  maintained  after  the  child  has  left. 


The  programme  carried  out  has  been  as  in  the  past  years. 
The  programme  carried  out  has  been  as  in  past  years, 
of  boys  and  girls.  Ages  vary  from  8 to  13  years.  Owing  to  the 
fact  that  this  is  not  a residential  school,  the  attendance  has 


fluctuated,  on  account  of  inclemency  of  weather,  distances  the 
children  have  to  travel,  etc.  The  average  attendance  for  the  three 
terms  the  classes  were  held  was  as  follows  : — Ending  30th  June, 
86  per  cent.  ; ending  30th  September,  91. 1 per  cent.  ; ending  31st 
December,  75.6  per  cent. 

The  children  are  selected  from  schools  in  the  vicinity,  i.e., 
Centaur  Road,  Earlsdon,  Spon  Street,  St.  John’s,  and  St. 


Osburg’s.  ” 


The  type  of  children  selected  is  shown  below  : — 


Average  Age.  Average  Gain. 

Disease.  Number.  Years.  Mihs 


1.  Debility  and  Malnutrition  (including  Bad 
Teeth  Septic  Tonsils,  Constipation, 
Dyspepsia.  Overcrowding.  Late  Bed, 


Pneumonia)  ...  

...  17 

10 

4 

5.2  lbs 

2 

High  Myopia 

2 

9 

6 

3.25 

3. 

Rheumatism  ... 

4 

10 

0 

6.40  „ 

4. 

Bronchitis  and  Debility 

2 

11 

0 

6.75  ,, 

5. 

Old  Tabes  Mesenterica 

2 

12 

6 

4.75  „ 

6. 

General  Glandular  Enlargement  ... 

2 

10 

6 

3.75  ,, 

7. 

Suspected  Phthisis  ... 

1 

9 

0 

7.00 

8. 

Ansemia  and  Malnutrition 

1 

11 

0 

7.00  „ 

Total  childrei 


31 


These  attended  regularly. 
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The  following  16  children  attended  for  short  periods  only, 
owing  to  ill-health  and  other  accidental  reasons. 


1. 

Debility  and  Malnutrition 

. * . 

6 

2. 

Chorea 

2 

3. 

Glandular  enlargement 

2 

4. 

Valvular  disease  of  heart  with  chorea 

1 

5. 

Bronchitis 

1 

6. 

Ansemia 

2 

7. 

Rheumatoid  Arthritis 

1 

S. 

Fibrosis  of  Lung 

1 

10.  Physical  Training. 

Miss  E.  K.  Brown,  the  Organiser  of  Physical  Training, 
reports  concerning  her  work  as  follows  : — 

“ The  Physical  Education  of  children  attending-  the  Elementary 
Schools  under  the  Coventry  Education  Committee  has  been  organised 
and  supervised  on  the  same  general  lines  as  in  previous  years,  the 
class  teachers  conducting  the  routine  lessons.  During  the  year  one 
new  school,  the  Sacred  Heart  Roman  Catholic  School,  has  been  built. 

In  May,  arrangements  were  made  for  the  supervision  of  the 
physical  instruction  given  by  40  women  teachers  employed  in  boys’ 
departments.  The  infants’,  girls’  and  mixed  departments,  52  in  num- 
ber, have  been  visited  by  me  in  rotation.  During  my  visits  I help 
and  advise  the  teachers,  demonstrate  new  exercises  and  methods,  and 
aim  at  raising  the  standard  of  work  amongst  the  children.  At  the 
same  time  the  efficiency  of  the  teachers  is  increased,  and  the  children 
benefit  by  the  improved  methods  of  application  of  scientific  physical 
exercises. 

Scheme  of  Work. — The  general  scheme  of  Physical  Training  in 
Elementary  Schools  includes  : — 

( 1 ) Corrective  and  stimulative  exercises  taken  between  lessons. 

(2)  Daily  lesson,  which  may  take  the  form  of  dancing,  organised 

games  or  swimming,  on  one  or  two  afternoons  during  the 
week. 

(3)  Instruction  in  Personal  Hygiene,  in  which  particular  stress 

is  laid  upon  the  proper  use  of  handkerchief  and  tooth  brush. 

The  corrective  exercises  taken  after  the  body  has  retained  one 
position  for  some  time,  as  in  reading  or  writing,  overcome  the  tend- 
ency to  curvature  of  the  spine.  The  cramped  muscles  are  stretched, 
and  by  suitable  exercises  the  bones  may  be  readjusted  to  the  normal 
position. 

The  stimulative  exercises  quicken  the  circulation  of  the  blood, 
thus  reducing  congestions  which  occur  specially  in  the  abdomen  when 
sitting  for  a length  of  time. 

The  benefit  of  these  corrective  and  stimulative  exercises  is  gener- 
ally recognised  as  of  value  to  infants,  and  a run  in  the  playground 
or  movements  in  the  class-room  are  usually  given  between  lessons, 
but  in  the  case  of  older  children  the  necessity  of  the  inter-lesson 
physical  exercise  is  not  so  widely  appreciated. 
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The  introduction  of  the  daily  short  physical  training-  lesson,  in 
place  of  the  two  long-  lessons  each  week,  has  revolutionised  the  teach- 
ing- of  physical  exercises  in  elementary  schools. 

The  children  are  not  required  to  stand  for  so  long-  a time,  an 
advantage  to  the  growing-  child,  and  also  the  drill  lesson,  being  short 
in  duration,  can  be  made  a period  of  continuous  physical  exercise, 
the  necessary  rest  being-  obtained  throug-h  a chang-e  of  work  rather  than 
by  standing  at  ease. 

The  short  daily  lesson  is  difficult  to  arrange  under  some  con- 
ditions, but  the  improvement  in  the  alertness  of  the  children,  in  the 
briskness  of  the  lesson,  and  in  the  greater  physical  stimulation 
obtained,  have  shown  the  arrangement  of  such  short  lessons  to  be 
worth  while. 

In  infants’  departments,  two  physical  training  lessons,  io  to  15 
minutes  in  duration,  are  arranged  for  each  day — the  morning  lesson 
giving  definite  physical  and  mental  training,  and  the  afternoon  lesson 
being  of  a recreative  nature. 

In  senior  departments,  one  of  the  daily  periods  during  the  week 
may  be  devoted  to  dancing,  and  one  or  two  of  the  remaining  periods 
may  be  lengthened  for  organised  games  or  swimming. 

The  total  time  devoted  to  organised  games,  swimming  and 
physical  exercises  weekly  is  125  minutes,  but  an  additional  15  minutes 
may  be  allowed  for  organised  games  where  the  school  is  situated  at 
a distance  from  the  playing  space. 

Dancing.- — The  dances  usually  taught,  where  facilities  allow,  are 
Folk  Dances — English  and  Swedish  being  most  popular.  In  these 
dances  there  is  an  absence  of  artificiality  and  posturing,  which  make 
them  particularly  suitable  for  school  use. 

The  Folk  Dance  Festival,  held  during  June  at  the  Charterhouse 
grounds,  was  again  most  successful,  26  teams  of  dancers  from  the 
elementary  schools  taking  part  in  the  demonstration. 

A competition  of  English  Folk  Dancing  was  held  in  connection 
with  the  Coventry  Musical  Festival,  and  52  teams  of  dancers  entered 
from  Coventry  elementary  schools,  33  being  successful  in  gaining 
certificates. 

Organised  Games.— Until  recently  ‘organised  games’  in  elemen- 
tary schools  usually  meant  the  practice  of  net  ball,  football  or  cricket 
by  teams  of  children  from  a few  school  departments,  and  no  other 
children  took  active  part  in  the  work. 

In  July,  permission  was  obtained  from  the  Parks  Committee  for 
elementary  school  children  to  use  the  parks  and  commons  for  organ- 
ised games. 

It  was  arranged  that  all  the  senior  classes  should  visit  the  nearest 
open  space  once  each  week  during  school  hours,  and  should  play 
games  under  team  leaders,  all  teams  being  under  the  general  super- 
vision of  the  class  teacher. 

A scheme  of  games  suitable  for  senior  children  was  then  prepared, 
and  these  games  have  been  practised  by  the  children. 

The  games  most  suited  to  the  capacity  of  older  children  are  those 
involving  definite  rules  concerning  boundaries,  treatment  of  opponent, 
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method  of  play,  etc.,  and  in  order  to  cater  for  these  children  permis- 
sion was  obtained  to  mark  permanent  courts  on  the  various  parks  and 
commons  used. 

With  the  help  of  school  caretakers,  older  boys  and  teachers, 
a few  courts  have  been  marked,  but  not  sufficient  to  cater  for  all  those 
wishing'  to  use  them. 

Many  of  the' games  which  are  of  interest  to  older  children  require 
some  apparatus — balls,  sticks,  bats,  footballs,  ropes,  etc. — and  in  this 
connection  each  class  is  endeavouring  to  provide  and  keep  up  apparatus 
for  its  own  use. 

It  is  hoped  that  every  senior  pupil  in  the  elementary  schools  will, 
in  time,  have  the  opportunity  of  playing  organised  games  once  each 
week,  of  being  proficient  in  some  game  requiring  skill,  and  will,  in 
practising  games,  learn  rules  of  behaviour  of  incalculable  value  to  them 
in  after  life. 

Net  Ball.— This  game  continues  to  interest  the  senior  girls  in  the 
elementary  schools,  and  during  the  present  season  it  is  being  played 
in  21  girls’  departments,  some  of  which  have  as  many  as  six  teams 
in  training.  The  Net  Ball  Sub-Committee  of  the  local  athletic  associa- 
tion receives  each  year  a small  g'rant  from  the  association,  which  is 
divided  amongst  the  schools  playing  net  ball,  further  help  being 
obtained  through  donations  usually  given  by  the  teachers.  This  Sub- 
Committee,  of  which  I am  Chairman,  is  responsible  for  the  arrange- 
ments in  connection  with  inter-school  friendly  matches  and  with  the 
Thomson  Trust  Shield  Matches. 

The  Shield  Matches  are  played  at  the  end  of  the  season,  and  last 
year  the  Shield  was  won  by  Wheatley  Street  School. 

The  City  Net  Ball  Team,  composed  of  the  best  players  from  the 
various  school  teams,  has  fixtures,  as  last  season,  to  play  Wolver- 
hampton Town  Team,  Rugby  Central  School,  and  Warwick  Westgate 
School. 

Cricket. — This  game  was  played  last  season  in  iq  boys’  depart- 
ments, and  the  Cricket  Sub-Committee  of  the  Coventry  Elementary 
Schools  Athletic  Association  arranged  inter-school  and  shield  matches. 

The  shield  was  won  by  Stoke  Council  School  team. 

Football. — Rugby  football  was  played  last  season  in  13  boys’ 
departments,  and  the  local  shield  was  won  by  Stoke  Council  School 
team. 

The  Rugby  football  Sub-Committee  of  the  Coventry  Association 
arranged  six  inter-town  matches,  five  of  which  were  won  by  the 
Coventry  team. 

Four  boys  played  in  the  International  School  Team  and  were 
capped — two  boys  from  Stoke  Council  School,  one  from  Earlsdon 
School,  and  one  from  South  Street  School. 

Association  football  was  played  last  season  in  1 1 boys’  depart- 
ments, and  the  local  shield  was  won  by  St.  Peter’s  School  team. 

The  Association  football  Sub-Committee  of  the  Coventry  Elemen- 
tary Schools  Athletic  Association  arranged  inter-school  matches,  and 
later  entered  boys  for  the  English  Schools  Shield  and  for  the  Birming- 
ham and  District  Shield. 
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Sports  Day.— A very  successful  Sports  Day  for  elementary  school 
children  was  again  org-anised  and  carried  through  by  the  Coventry 
Elementary  Schools  Athletic  Association. 

The  shield  for  relay  racing'  was  won  by  John  Gulson  School,  and 
the  shield  presented  to  the  school  totalling  the  greatest  number  of 
points  for  all  other  events  was  won  by  South  Street  School. 

Folk  dancing,  singing,  games  and  Maypole  dances  were  shown 
by  girls  and  infants  while  the  races  were  in  progress. 

Swimming. — In  preparation  for  the  swimming  season,  I visited 
all  senior  departments  during  January  and  February  and  demonstrated 
the  land  drill  for  the  breast  stroke.  The  work  was  continued  by  the 
teachers,  and  when  the  season  opened  on  16th  April  it  was  soon  found 
that  the  movements  in  the  water  were  acquired  more  readily  by  the 
children  than  in  previous  years.  In  many  instances  children  were 
swimming  a few  strokes  after  three  or  four  lessons.  All  the  instruc- 
tion was  given  by  the  teachers,  and  that  part  taken  out  of  school  hours 
was  done  voluntarily. 

The  lessons  continued  for  a period  of  ig  weeks,  and  during  each 
week  3Q  different  classes  visited  the  Baths — 20  boys’  classes  with  a 
maximum  of  35  boys  in  each,  and  19  girls’  classes  with  a maximum 
of  30  girls  in  each. 

The  total  number  of  lessons  given  during  the  season  was  804 — 
420  for  boys  and  384  for  girls — and  the  number  of  children  who 
received  some  instruction  was  988  boys  and  687  girls. 

Proficiency  Certificates  were  again  awarded  by  the  Baths  Com- 
mittee to  children  who  passed  the  tests  which  were  the  same  as  for 
the  previous  season.  The  tests  were  held  twice  during  the  season, 
and  236  children — 120  boys  and  1 1 6 girls — were  successful.  The 
details  are  as  follows  : — 

1st  Class  Certificate — 25  successful — 6 boys  and  19  girls. 

20  d ,,  ,,  31  *3  17  33  33  14  33 

3rd  ,,  ,,  180  ,,  97  ,,  ,,  83  ,, 

Two  demonstrations  of  correct  swimming  strokes,  accompanied 
by  a lecture,  were  arranged  during  the  season  by  the  Baths  Committee. 
They  were  very  well  attended  and  were  much  appreciated  by  teachers 
and  children. 

The  Life-Saving  Classes,  held  during  the  winter  months  in  pre 
vious  years,  under  the  Education  Committee,  have  been  discontinued. 
To  substitute  these  classes  an  arrangement  was  made  in  November 
by  which  children  who  could  swim  might  visit  the  Baths  once  each 
week,  at  the  rate  of  one  penny  per  child  per  admission.  Mr.  Horton, 
Assistant  Master  at  Radford  School,  volunteered  to  give  instruction 
to  boys  on  Fridays  at  5 p.m. 

On  Mondays,  at  6-15  p.m.,  the  instruction  of  girls  was  undertaken 
by  members  of  the  Three  Spires  Ladies’  Swimming  Club,  assisted  by 
the  Club  Instructress. 

The  Schools  Swimming  Gala  was  again  organised  and  carried 
through  by  the  Coventry  Elementary  Schools  Athletic  Association. 

The  winners  of  the  Shields  were  : — 

Boys’  Shield — Stoke  Council  School. 

Girls’  Shield — Wheatlev  Street  School. 
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Inter-Town  Race. — On  28th  September,  two  Coventry  teams, 
4 boys  and  4 girls,  competed  at  Birmingham  in  the  inter-town  Relay 
Race,  held  by  the  Birmingham  Athletic  Association,  but  were  unsuc- 
cessful in  winning  the  race,  although  they  were  very  close  to  the 
winners. 

Teachers’  Classes. — During  the  winter  a course  of  instruction  in 
Physical  Training  was  arranged  and  conducted  at  Cheylesmore 
School.  The  lessons,  each  of  hours  duration,  continued  for  ten 
weeks,  18  teachers  being  enrolled. 

The  object  of  the  course  was  to  give  a knowledge  of  the  effects 
of  various  groups  of  physical  exercises  on  the  body,  with  a view  to  the 
more  effective  use  of  the  time  devoted  to  physical  training  in  school. 

Teachers’  Swimming  Club. — The  Teachers’  Swimming  Club  (The 
Three  Spires  Ladies’  Swimming  Club),  which  was  formed  by  me  last 
season,  continues  to  offer  to  its  members  a medium  both  for  active 
physical  work  under  expert  tuition  and  for  social  amenities.  The 
members  of  the  Club,  aided  by  the  Club  Instructress,  are  conducting 
the  winter  season  swimming  class  for  girls. 

The  Junior  Section,  for  girls  under  16  years  of  age,  has  a mem- 
bership of  iq i.  The  girls  in  this  section  pay  an  annual  subscription 
of  one  shilling,  and  meet  at  the  Baths  on  two  or  three  evenings  each 
week,  when  expert  tuition  by  the  Club  Instructress  is  available. 
In  this  way  girls,  who  are  unable  because  of  restricted  numbers  to  join 
the  school  swimming  class,  have  the  opportunity  of  learning  and  prac- 
tising the  correct  swimming  strokes. 

Teachers’  Net  Ball  Club. — Recently  I have  formed  a Teachers’ 
Net  Ball  Club,  which  meets  twice  each  week  for  the  purpose  of  learn- 
ing and  practising  the  game. 

Medical  Work. — By  co-operation  with  the  School  Medical  Depart- 
ment, children  who  are  likely  to  benefit  from  the  practice  of  special 
physical  and  breathing  exercises  are  reported  and  visited  by  me  at 
the  schools. 

The  class  teacher  sometimes  undertakes  to  see  that  the  exercises 
are  correctly'  performed,  but  usually  the  child  practises  at  home. 

Cases  of  removed  tonsils  and  adenoids  are  much  improved  by  the 
practice  of  exercises  where  breathing  in  the  fresh  air  is  emphasised, 
and  spinal  deformities  may  be  reduced  by  the  application  of  suitable 
muscle  exercises. 

Last  year  164  girls  and  infants  suffering  from  spinal  curvatures, 
flat  feet,  adenoids,  etc.,  were  reported  and  treated. 

The  Open-Air  Classes  at  Centaur  Road  School  are  visited,  and 
suitable  physical  exercises  arranged. 

Old  C i r Is’  Associations. — Several  school  departments  have  old 
girls’  clubs,  which  meet  regularly  under  the  direct  organisation  and 
supervision  of  the  Head  Teacher. 

These  clubs  keep  older  girls  in  touch  with  former  associations 
and  associates.  The  teachers  are  able  to  guide  and  advise  the  mem- 
bers, and  the  club  contributes  largely  to  the  building  up  of  the 
traditions  of  a school. 


Girl  Cuidss. — Many  teachers  are  engaged  in  Girl  Guide  work, 
usually  as  captains  of  companies. 

There  are  six  elementary  school  companies  in  Coventry,  with  a 
membership  of  120  girls. 

Three  of  these  companies  camped  last  summer  at  Anderby  Creek 
and  at  Church  Stretton. 

Play  Centra. — The  winter  play  centre  for  boys  and  girls  between 
q and  14  years  of  age  has  again  been  opened  at  Cheylesmore  School 
by  the  Educational  Handwork  Association. 

The  centre  is  as  popular  as  ever,  and  applications  for  admission 
tickets  are  far  in  excess  of  the  number  available. 

The  centre  is  run  by  a staff  of  voluntary  helpers,  among  them 
being  mothers  of  children  attending  the  centre,  and  older  boys  and 
girls  who  have  left  school. 

Funds  for  carrying  on  this  centre  were  raised  partly  by  a sale  in 
March  of  the  work  done  at  the  centre,  and  partly  by  a Festival  held 
in  June  at  the  Charterhouse.” 

11.  Provision  of  Meals. 

A few  cases  of  under-feeding-,  where  neither  parents  nor 
teachers  have  applied  for  school  meals,  have  been  met  with  and 
reported. 

The  School  Medical  Officers  have  inspected  the  premises  and 
arrangements  during  meal  times. 

The  total  number  of  meals  supplied  during  the  year  was 
7,008;  all  of  which  were  supplied  in  the  Municipal  Restaurant. 

The  number  receiving  meals  at  any  one  time  varied  from  48 
for  the  week  ending  3rd  February,  to  15  for  the  week  ending 
27th  October. 

'Flic  cost  per  meal  is  approximately  sixpence. 


12.  School  Baths. 

The  special  school  for  mental  defectives  is  the  only  elementary 
school  in  Coventry  provided  with  a bath. 

13  to  16.  Co-operation  of  Parents,  Teachers,  School 
Attendance  Officers  and  Voluntary  Bodies. 

These  continued  exactly  as  reported  in  previous  years.  The 
help  of  the  Charity  Organisation  Society  in  sending  children  to- 
Convalescent  Homes  has  again  proved  of  very  great  value.  There 
is  no  doubt  of  the  valuable  results  obtained  by  sending  children 
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who  are  recovering  from  a debilitating  illness  for  a month’s  stay 
at  a Convalescent  Home,  where  they  obtain  fresh  air,  rest,  and 
good  feeding. 


Parents’  Percentage  Attendance. 


Number 

Examined 

Attendances 
by  Parents 

Percentage 

Attendances 

Entrants : 

Boys  . . 

1175 

922 

78-4 

Girls  .. 

1087 

914 

840 

Totals 

2262 

1836 

811 

Intermediate  Age  : 

Boys  . . 

899 

601 

66-9 

Girls  .. 

914 

678 

74T 

Totals 

1813 

1279 

705 

Leavers  : 

Boys 

1100 

411 

37  3 

Girls  .. 

1056 

577 

54'6 

Totals 

2156 

988 

45  8 

17.  Blind,  Deaf,  Defective  and  Epileptic  Children. 

The  following  table  shows  the  conditions  which  have  given 
rise  to  partial  blindness  in  the  18  cases  mentioned  in  Table  III. 


on  page  170. 

Boys.  Girls. 

High  Myopia  (severe  short  sight)  3 3 

Optic  Neuritis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Corneal  Opaciiies  ...  ...  ...  1 3 

Disease  of  the  Retina  ...  ...  2 1 

Cataract  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 2 

Nystagmus  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

9 9 


Defective  Children. — Under  this  heading  the  Board  asks  for 
“ Delicate  children  (e.g.,  pre-  or  latent  tuberculosis,  malnutrition, 
debility,  anaemia,  etc.).”  These  493  children  represent  2.1  per 
cent,  of  the  school  population.  They  also  represent,  in  the 
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opinion  of  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers,  the  number  of 
cases  for  whom  open-air  education  could  with  advantage  be 
provided. 

Epileptics. — The  28  children  mentioned  in  Table  III.  as  suffer- 
ing from  “ Epilepsy  which  is  not  severe”  include  a number  of 
doubtful  cases.  It  is  very  dillicult  to  decide  from  the  parents’ 
statement  whether  the  “ turns  ” described  should  be  classed  as 
Epileptic  or  not.  There  are  no  signs  which  can  be  discovered  by 
examination  which  will  settle  the  point. 

Mental  Defectives.— The  Special  School  at  Wheatley  Street 
has  accommodation  for  70  children.  During  the  year  15  children 
were  admitted  and  13  have  left  the  school.  The  average  number 
on  the  roll  was  58,  and  the  average  attendance  51. 

Miss  Tuft,  the  Head  Mistress  of  this  School,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

“ The  problem  of  Mental  Deficiency  is  a national  one,  and  the 
most  important  factor  in  the  training-  of  mental  defectives  is  to  instil 
into  them  good  habits,  that  they  may  be  able  to  take  their  part,  small 
though  it  may  be,  as  useful  citizens. 

In  the  Wheatley  Street  Special  School  one  of  the  most  valuable 
pieces  of  training  is  that  of  inculcating  habits  of  cleanliness  and  neat- 
ness. The  children  are  taught  to  make  the  most  of  the  gifts  they 
possess,  so  that  generally  manual  training  takes  the  place  of  purely 
mental. 

Working  among  their  equals  at  numerous  occupations,  these  chil- 
dren gain  confidence  in  themselves,  which  they  could  never  get  if  they 
were  left  to  work  with  their  more  fortunate  toothers  and  sisters  in 
other  schools. 

The  older  girls  have  an  excellent  training  in  cooking  and  laundry 
work.  They  learn  how  to  prepare  and  serve  simple  dinners,  and  shop 
for  the  same.  On  an  average  these  girls  cook  80  dinners  per  week, 
yet  when  some  of  them  commence  kitchen  work  they  cannot  peel  a 
potato.  They  also  wash  all  table  and  other  linen  used  in  the  school. 

The  older  boys  are  taught  carpentry,  tinsmithing,  and  gardening. 

Class  lessons  include  reading  and  writing,  arithmetic,  oral  lessons 
on  current  topics,  and  general  information,  dealing  in  each  subject 
with  values  that  will  come  within  their  scope. 

Without  a training  such  as  this  these  children  would  become  anti- 
social, whereas  most  of  them  eventually  make  happy  members  of  the 
community.” 

r\  he  following  table  shows  the  after  history,  so  far  as  can  be 
ascertained,  of  children  who  have  passed  through  the  school.  The 
after-care  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Visitor  appointed  by  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Committee. 
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Wheatley  Street  Special  School. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

(1)  Number  of  Children  who  have  left  the  School 

since  1910  . . 

101 

92 

193 

(2)  Number  who  : — 

(a)  Have  since  died  . . 

( b ) Are  known  to  be  incapable  by  reason  of 

4 

7 

11 

mental  defect  of  undertaking  employment 
(c)  Are  in  attendance  at  an  Institution  for 
further  education : — 

10 

15 

25 

(1)  Deaf  and  Dumb  School 

3 

1 

4 

(2)  Blind  School 

1 

1 

(3)  Private  School 

(d)  Are  in  any  other  Institution  : — 

1 

2 

3 

(1)  Asylum  . . 

3 

3 

G 

(2)  Workhouse 

4 

5 

9 

(3)  Epileptic  Colony  . . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

(4)  Homes  for  Mental  Defectives 

14 

5 

19 

(3)  Number  who  are  employed  in : — 

(a)  Industrial  or  manual  work 

29 

5 

34 

1 b)  Agricultural  or  rural  work 

2 

, , 

2 

(c)  Domestic  work  . . 

. . 

20 

20 

(d)  Commercial,  professional 

. . 

. . ' 

( e ) Casual  work 

• • 

13 

10 

23 

(4)  Number  untraced  or  left  the  City 

11 

13 

24 

(5)  Returned  to  Elementary  Schools 

9 

8 

17 

18.  Nursery  Schools. 

There  are  no  Nursery  Schools  in  the  City. 


19.  Secondary  Schools. 

Concerning-  these,  Dr.  Challis  reports  as  follows  : — 

“The  Tables  of  Defects  found  in  the  medical  examination  of 
children  at  the  Secondary  Schools  are  appended. 

The  children  selected  for  medical  inspection  are  entrants  and 
all  children  attaining-  the  ag-e  of  12  years.  These  are  then 
examined  annually  until  they  reach  16  years  of  age.  The  standard 
of  health  in  these  schools  is  g-enerally  much  higher  than  in  the 
elementary  schools,  as  may  be  expected.  No  single  case  of 
organic  heart  disease  was  found.  Much  attention  has  been  paid 
to  postural  defects,  with  gratifying  results. 

The  accommodation  at  Stoke  Park  Secondary  School  has 
been  increased  to  200  by  the  conversion  to  class  rooms  of  three 


162 


rooms  previously  occupied  by  the  caretaker.  Some  huts,  the 
heating-  of  which  is  difficult,  are  still  in  use  at  Barr’s  Hill  and 
Stoke  Park  Schools.” 

20.  Continuation  Schools. 

These  have  been  discontinued. 

21.  Employment  of  Children  and  Young  Persons. 

Mr.  Turner,  the  Superintendent  Attendance  Officer,  kindly 
furnishes  the  following-  report  relating  to  the  year  ending  March 
31st,  1923  : — 

“ Children  Employed  in  Occupations  Notifiable  under  Bye-Laws. 

Number  of  children  employed  on  31st  March,  1922  ...  216 
Number  of  fresh  applications  during-  year  ...  ...  144 


360 

Children  who  left  employment  or  attained  age  limit  (14 

years)  ...  ...  ...  ...  198 


Number  of  children  employed  on«3ist  March,  1923  ...  162 


Most  of  the  above  children  are  engaged  in  the  delivery  of  parcels 
in  connection  with  the  wholesale  and  retail  distributive  trades.  Eigh- 
teen have  no  father,  and  ten  are  living-  with  step-father  or  guardian. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  it  is  estimated  that  there  are  about  75 
children  employed  in  occupations  which  are  not  required  to  be  notified 
in  accordance  with  the  Bye-Laws.  The  hours  of  employment  of  these 
children  are,  however,  governed  by  regulations. 

Thirty-four  cases  of  illegal  employment  were  reported  during  the 
year,  and  suitable  caution  given.  In  9 cases  second  warning  notices 
were  served.  There  were  53  cases  of  breach  of  the  Bye-Laws,  18  of 
which  were  cautioned  for  a second  offence. 

Street  Trading. 

The  number  of  young  persons  now  employed  in  street  trading 
is  the  lowest  on  record,  viz.,  7.  This  has  no  doubt  been  brought  about 
by  the  improved  trade  in  the  City  and  its  resultant  demand  for  juvenile 
labour.  At  no  time  during  the  past  twelve  months  has  the  number  of 
licensed  street  traders  exceeded  12. 

Under  the  Bye-Laws  no  boy  under  15  and  no  girl  under  16  is 
permitted  to  engage  in  street  trading;  a boy  between  15  and  16  years 
must  obtain  a licence,  issued  by  the  Local  Education  Authority,  for 
the  purpose  of  street  trading.  Ten  such  licences  have  been  issued 
during  the  year. 

Twenty-three  children  were  cautioned  for  illegal  street  trading 
(under  age,  etc.),  10  were  served  with  warning  notices,  and  5 boys 
were  cautioned  for  breach  of  the  Street  Trading  Regulations  (trading 
after  hours,  without  badge,  etc.). 
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Licences  to  Children  for  Stage  Performance. 

The  Education  Act,  1921,  provides  that  no  child  shall  take  part 
in  performances  in  places  of  public  entertainment  unless  furnished 
with  a licence  issued  in  accordance  with  the  Special  Rules  of  the  Board 
of  Education.  The  licence  is  granted  by  the  Local  Education  Autho- 
rity in  whose  area  the  child  lives,  and  is  valid  in  England  and  Wales. 

The  Local  Education  Authority  is  also  charged  with  the  duty 
of  seeing  that  the  conditions  of  the  licence  are  observed  by  licencees 
visiting  its  area. 

During  the  year  two  applications  on  behalf  of  Coventry  children 
have  been  received,  but  as  both  failed  to  fulfil  the  conditions  they  were 
not  granted. 

Twenty-two  licensed  children  have  visited  the  City  during  the 
past  twelve  months.  The  conditions  relating  to  hours,  lodgings,  dress- 
ing rooms,  school,  supervision  and  care  were  observed  and  carried  out 
satisfactorily.  The  children  made  168  attendances  at  school  out  of  a 
possible  170.  Six  visited  during  holiday  periods. 

Twenty-three  inspections  of  Theatres  and  Halls  have  been  made 
in  carrying  out  these  duties.  Three  illegal  cases  were  discovered  and 
suitable  action  taken.” 

Juvenile  Labour  Exchange  and  Bureau. 

The  following-  particulars  are  taken  from  the  Juvenile 
Employment  Sub-Committee’s  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st 
July,  1923  : 

“ Coventry  Juvenile  (Choice  of  Employment)  Scheme. 

Under  Section  107  of  the  Education  Act,  1921,  the  Local  Educa- 
tion Authority  is  empowered  to  make  arrangements,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Education,  for  giving  to  boys  and  girls 
under  the  age  of  18  assistance  with  respect  to  the  choice  of  suitable 
employment,  by  means  of  the  collection  and  communication  of  infor- 
mation and  the  furnishing  of  advice.  Such  power  was  originally  given 
by  the  Education  (Choice  of  Employment)  Act,  1910,  and  since  1914 
has  been  exercised  by  the  Education  Committee  under  an  approved 
Scheme  which  secured  co-operation  between  the  Local  Employment 
Exchange  and  the  Committee.  The  detailed  duties  of  the  Scheme  are 
carried  out  by  a Special  Sub-Committee  of  the  Education  Committee, 
known  as  the  Juvenile  (Choice  of  'Employment)  Sub-Committee. 

The  Sub-Committee  consists  of  not  less  than  7 members  of  the 
Education  Committee;  1 representative  of  the  Coventry  Head  Teachers’ 
Association  ; 2 representatives  of  the  Local  Association  of  Employers  ; 
2 representatives  of  the  Workmen’s  Association,  and  1 woman 
acquainted  with  the  industries  employing  girls  and  women.  The 
Divisional  Officer  of  the  Employment  Exchanges  for  the  District,  and 
the  Manager  of  the  Coventry  Employment  Exchange  are  invited  to 
meetings  of  the  Sub-Committee,  but  are  not  members  thereof. 

Briefly  stated,  the  objects  of  the  Scheme  are : — 

(1)  In  co-operation  with  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  to  undertake 
to  deal  with  and  manage  the  organisation  of  the  Juvenile 
Employment  Exchange  and  Bureau. 
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(2)  To  g-ive  information,  advice  and  assistance,  either  by  per- 
sonal interview  or  otherwise,  as  may  be  deemed  expedient, 
to  boys  and  girls  and  their  parents  with  respect  to  the 
choice  of  employment  and  other  matters  bearing  thereon. 

(3)  To  take  the  opportunity  of  encouraging  boys  and  girls  to 
continue  their  education  after  leaving  the  Elementary 
Schools. 

(4)  To  study  the  conditions  of  employment  as  these  affect  the 

prospects  of  boys  and  girls  and  the  need  and  facilities  for 
continued  education.  > 

Juvenile  Exchange  and  Employment. 

A study  of  the  statistical  table  in  the  appendix  shows  an  appreci- 
able drop  in  unemployment,  a large  increase  in  the  number  of  vacan- 
cies notified,  and  an  improvement  in  placings  of  upwards  of  100  per 
cent. 

From  December  to  May  it  was  impossible  to  supply  sufficient 
numbers  of  capstan  and  other  machine  operators.  A few  were  imported 
from  surrounding  districts.  These  boys  are  handicapped  by  the 
amount  of  time  consumed  in  travelling  and  by  the  comparatively  high 
cost  of  railway  fares.  Parents  continue  to  visit  the  Exchange  with 
their  children,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  among  the  placings  effected 
ex-reformatory  boys,  deaf  and  dumb  lads,  cripples  and  mentally 
deficients.  These  placings  call  for  much  time,  sympathy,  patience  and 
tact,  and  go  to  prove  that  good  relations  are  being  maintained  with 
employers. 

Co-operation  with  Schools. 

The  importance  of  this  section  of  the  work  cannot  be  over-esti- 
mated. During  the  three  months  before  a child  leaves  the  Elementary 
School,  a School  Report  Card  is  received  from  the  Head  Teacher  giving 
particulars  of  the  child’s  character,  conduct  and  attainments  at  school, 
together  with  information  regarding  any  special  aptitude  or  natural 
bent  of  the  child.  A medical  report  as  to  the  child’s  physical  fitness, 
extracted  from  records  of  the  School  Medical  Service,  is  also  given 
on  the  card. 

It  is  obvious  that  such  information  is  of  the  utmost  assistance 
when  selecting  suitable  applicants  for  vacancies  notified  to  the  Bureau. 
The  School  Report  Cards  are  used  subsequently  for  recording  details 
of  the  young  persons’  industrial  careers. 

The  Sub-Committee  wish  again  to  express  their  appreciation  of 
the  ready  and  willing  assistance  rendered  by  the  Head  and  Assistant 
Teachers.  With  very  few  exceptions  a School  Report  Card  has  been 
received  for  every  child  who  has  left  the  local  Elementary  Schools 
during  the  past  twelve  months.  The  number  of  Cards  received  during 
the  period  is  stated  below. 


Term  ending. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Christmas,  1922 

337 

335 

672 

Easter,  1923 

255 

258 

5i3 

July,  iQ23 

38Q 

370 

768 

q8i 

972 

iQ53 

' Placing  ’ Meetings. 

These  meetings  are  held  towards  the  close  of  the  School  Term 
(Easter,  July  and  Christmas)  at  senior  schools  in  rotation.  The 
parents  of  children  who  are  completing  their  last  school  term  are 
invited  to  the  meeting  to  discuss  with  the  representatives  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  Juvenile  Exchange,  and  the  Head  Teacher,  their  chil- 
dren’s future  occupations.  At  this  interview  the  parent  and  the  child 
are  furnished  with  particulars  of  vacancies  or  prospects  of  openings 
in  the  occupation  chosen,  and  in  many  instances  it  has  been  found 
possible  at  these  meetings  to  ‘ place  ’ the  boy  or  girl  in  a situation 
desired,  and  one  for  which  he  or  she  was  most  fitted. 

The  opportunity  is  taken  at  these  meetings  of  advising  the  child 
of  the  advantages  to  be  secured  from  continued  education,  relevant 
to  the  vocation  chosen,  and  particulars  are  supplied  of  the  Evening 
School  courses  available  and  suitable. 

The  relations  between  the  Schools  and  the  Juvenile  Exchange 
have  continued  to  be  very  happy,  and  every  assistance  has  been  ren- 
dered and  much  kindly  sympathy  evinced  by  the  Teachers  at  the  School 
Placing  Meetings. 

During  the  period  under  review  q such  meetings  were  held,  at 
which  152  children  and  66  parents  were  interviewed. 

Unemployment  Insurance. 

The  rates  of  Unemployment  Insurance  Contributions  and  Benefit, 
and  the  conditions  for  the  receipt  of  Unemployment  Benefit,  are 
unaltered. 

The  figures  regarding  claims  to  Unemployment  Benefit  are  much 
more  gratifying  than  those  of  the  previous  year.  There  were  no  claims 
by  boys  in  April  and  May,  and  as  most  of  the  benefit  paid  during  the 
year  was  covenanted  (i.e. , the  amount  payable  calculated  on  the  con- 
tributions paid)  the  work  of  the  Rota  Sub-Committee  was  lighter. 

The  rates  of  contribution  and  benefit  for  boys  and  girls  over  16 
and  under  18  years  are  as  follows:  — 


Contributions. 

Benefit. 

Boy. 

Employer. 

Total. 

Boy. 

4^d. 

5d. 

9*d. 

7/6  per  week 

Girl . 

Employer. 

Total. 

Girl. 

4d. 

4id. 

8id. 

61-  per  week 

During  the  year  12  meetings  of  the  Rota  Sub-Committee  were  held 
and  252  claimants  to  free  or  uncovenanted  benefit  were  interviewed. 
The  claims  were  thoroughly  investigated  by  the  Rota  Sub-Committee 
before  any  recommendation  for  benefit  or  disallowance  of  same  was 
made.” 

Appendices  to  the  Report  show  that  during-  the  twelve  months 
in  question  3,534  applications  were  received  for  employment; 
1,774  vacancies  were  notified,  and  1,418  vacancies  filled. 

An  analysis  of  the  vacancies  shows  that  for  both  boys  and 
girls  the  preponderating  employment  found  is  that  in  branches  of 
engineering. 
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22.  Special  Enquiries. 

Some  original  observations  by  Dr.  Harrison  Butler  on 
“ Refraction  ” are  included  in  this  report  on  page  139. 

23.  Miscellaneous. 

The  number  of  scholarship  candidates  examined  was  87. 
During  the  year  67  children  were  examined  for  Juvenile 
Employment. 

Appended  are  the  statistical  tables  asked  for  by  the  Board  of 
Education. 

I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Madame,  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  SNELL, 
School  Medical  Officer. 

The  Council  House, 

Coventry, 

March,  1924. 
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APPENDIX. 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

Table  I. — Return  of  Medical  Inspections,  Year  ending 
December  31st,  1923. 

A. — Routine  Medical  Inspections. 


Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections. 

Entrants 

2262 

Intermediates 

1813 

Leavers 

2156 

Total 

6231 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections 

438 

B. — Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  . . . . 4926 

Number  of  Re-inspections  ..  ..  . . 3956 


Total  . . S882 
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Table  II. 


A, — Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the  Year  ended 

31st  December,  1923. 




CODE  GROUPS. 

SPECIALS. 

Number  requir. 

Number  requir 

DEFECT  OR  DISEASE. 

Number 
referred  for 

ing  to  be  kept 
under  observa- 

Number 
referred  for 

ing  to  be  kept 
under  observa. 

treatment. 

tion  but  not 
referred  for 

treatment. 

tion  but  not 
referred  for 

treatment. 

treatment. 

Malnutrition 

4 

34 

1 

Uncleanliness 

334 

3 

751 

41 

/Ringworm — Scalp 

6 

. # 

40 

. # 

Body 

1 

11 

Skin 

Scabies 

Impetigo.. 

1 Other  Diseases  (Non- 

1 

14 

* * 

486 

•• 

Tubercular) 

4 

, , 

46 

8 

I Blepharitis 

10 

1 

73 

1 Conjunctivitis 

1 

19 

j Keratitis . . 

2 

Eye 

Corneal  Opacities  . . 
Defective  Vision  . . 

408 

2 

309 

7 

Squint 

18 

58 

\Other  Conditions  .. 

1 

i 

8 

' Defective  Hearing . . 

39 

19 

69 

4 

Ear 

Otitis  Media 

76 

2 

121 

,Other  Ear  Diseases 

181 

225 

Enlarged  Tonsils  only 

193 

58 

173 

22 

Adenoids  only 

29 

9 

17 

4 

Throat 

Enlarged  Tonsils  & Adenoids 

38 

7 

44 

1 

lOther  Conditions  .. 

73 

4 

56 

11 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non-Tuber- 

culous) 

3 

7 

39 

11 

Defective  Speech  . . 

Teeth — Dental  Diseases 

688 

127 

4 

Heart 

/Heart  Disease — 

and 

Organic 

9 

6 

9 

7 

Circula- 

Functional 

2 

2 

tion 

^Ansemia  . . 

3 

16 

Bronchitis 

10 

4 

35 

23 

Lungs  j 

Other  Non- Tuberculous 

Diseases 

5 

10 

10 

Pulmonary  — 

Definite 

1 

1 

Suspected 

1 

5 

8 

Tuber- 
culosis i 

Non-Pulmonary — 

Glands 

* 

1 

1 

Spine 

5 

3 

Hip  .. 

Other  Bones  and  Joints 

i 

•• 

Skin . . 

Other  Forms  . . 

3 

4 

Nervous 

Epilepsy.. 

2 

7 

8 

System 

Chorea 

Other  Conditions  . . 

2 

2 

25 

6 

1 

Defor- 

Rickets  .. 

. . 

mities 

Spinal  Curvature  . . 

48 

3 

3 

1 

.Other  Forms 

49 

16 

10 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases.. 

83 

12 

758 

217 

— 

i6g 


B. — Number  of  Individual  Children  found  at  Routine  Medical 
Inspection  to  require  Treatment  (excluding  UncleanlinesB 
and  Dental  Diseases). 


Number  of  Children. 

Percentage 
of  Children 
found  to 
require 
Treatment. 

Group. 

Inspected. 

Found  to 
require 
Treatment. 

Code  Groups  : 

Entrants 

2262 

303 

13-3 

Intermediates  . . 

1813 

372 

20-5 

Leavers 

2156 

450 

20-8 

Total 

6231 

1125 

18-0 

Other  Routine  Inspections  . . 

438 

56 

12-7 

Table  III. — Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area. 


Boys 

Girls. 

Total. 

Blind. 

(i.)  Suitable  for  training  in  a School  or  Class  for  the 
totally  blind. 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes  for  the  Blind 

1 

2 

3 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

— 

— 

— 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

— 

— 

(ii.)  Suitable  for  training  in  a School  or  Class  for  the 
partially  blind. 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes  for  the  Blind 

— 

— 

— 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

8 

7 

15 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

1 

2 

3 

Deaf. 

(i.)  Suitable  for  training  in  a School  or  Class  for  the 
totally  deaf  or  deaf  and  dumb. 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes  for  the  Deaf 

6 

4 

10 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

— 

2 

2 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

4 

1 

5 

(ii.)  Suitable  for  training  in  a School  or  Class  for  the 
partially  deaf. 

Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes  for  the  Deaf 

— 



— 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

23 

12 

35 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

— 

— 

Mentally  Defective. 

Feebleminded. 

Attending  Certified  Schools  for  Mentally  Defective  Children.. 

33 

24 

62 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

— 

— 

— 

At  other  Institutions  . . 

2 

2 

4 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

2 

— 

2 

Notified  to  the  Local  Control  Authority  during  the  year. 

Feebleminded  . . . . . . 

2 

6 

8 

Imbeciles 

1 

1 

2 

Idiots 

— 

— 

Epileptics. 

Suffering  from  severe  epilepsy. 

Attending  Certified  Special  Schools  for  Epileptics  . 

2 

2 

In  Institutions  other  than  Certified  Special  Schools 



Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 



3 

3 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

2 

2 

4 

Suffering  from  epilepsy  which  is  not  severe. 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 

17 

11 

28 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

I7I 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Physically  Defective. 

Infectious  pulmonary  and  glandular  tuberculosis. 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  Schools  approved  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  or  the  Board 

2 

2 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 

— 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

2 

3 

5 

Non-in fectious  but  active  pulmonary  and  glandular  tuberculosis. 

At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  Schools  approved  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  or  the  Board 

At  Certified  Residential  Open-Air  Schools  . . 

— 





At  Certified  Day  Open-Air  Schools 







At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

— 

— 

— 

At  other  Institutions 

— 

— 



At  no  School  or  Institution 

— 

— 

— 

Delicate  Children. 

At  Certified  Residential  Open-Air  Schools  .. 







At  Certified  Day  Open-Air  Schools 

42 

25 

67 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

205 

210 

415 

At  other  Institutions 







At  no  School  or  Institution 

7 

4 

11 

Active  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

At  Sanatoria  or  Hospital  Schools  approved  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  or  the  Board 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

1 

1 

2 

At  other  Institutions 

1 

— 

1 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

11 

10 

21 

Crippled  Children. 

At  Certified  Hospital  Schools 

— 

— 



At  Certified  Residential  Cripple  Schools 

1 

— 

1 

At  Certified  Day  Cripple  Schools  . . 

— 

— 

— 

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 

40 

30 

70 

At  other  Institutions 

2 

— 

2 

At  no  School  or  Institution 

7 

1 

8 

M 
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Table  IY. — Return  of  Defects  Treated  during  the  Year  ended 
31st  December,  1923. 

TREATMENT  TABLE. 


Group  I. — Minor  Ailments. 


. 

Number  of  Defects  treated,  or  under 
treatment  during  the  year. 

Disease  or  Defect. 

.n 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme 

Otherwise. 

Total. 

“Skin  : — 

Ringworm— Scalp  . . 

41 

6 

47 

Ringworm  Body  .. 

. . 

10 

10 

Scabies 

. . 

1 

1 

Impetigo  . ' 

323 

63 

386 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

•• 

Minor  Eye  Defects 

36 

3.1 

67 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

247 

82 

329 

Miscellaneous 

9 

-• 

9 

Total 

656 

193 

349 

Group  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 


i 

Number  of  Defects  dealt  with. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

r ji 

i 

Under  the 
Authority's 
Scheme 

Submitted  to 
refraction  by 
private  prac- 
titioner, or  at 
hospital, apart 
from  the 
Authority's 
Scheme 

Otherwise 

Total 

Errors  of  Refraction 
(including  Squint)  . . 

588 

688 

Other  Defect  or  Disease 
of  the  Eyes 

53 

53 

Total 

641 

641 

Total  number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed: — 

(a)  Under  the  Authority's  Scheme  ..  539 

(b)  Otherwise  . . . . . . — 

Total  number  of  children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles  : — 

(а)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  . . 313  (35  provided  by  Educa- 

(б)  Otherwise  ..  ..  , , — tion  Committee). 


I73 

Group  III. —Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Received  operative  Treatment. 

Under  the 
Authority's 
Scheme,  in 
Clinic  or 
Hospital 

By  Private 
Practioner 
or  Hospital, 
apart  from  the 
Authority's 
Scheme. 

Total. 

Received 
other 
forms  of 
Treatment. 

Total 

number 

Treated. 

156 

14 

167 

8 

175 

Group  IV. — Dental  Defects. 


(1)  Number  of  Children  who  were 
(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist : 

Routine  Age  Groups. 

Aged  6 1580 
,,  7 1686 

,,  8 1812 
9 1895 


(6)  Pound  to  require  treatment 
(including  659  specials) 


(c)  Actually  treated  . . 

(including  659  specials) 


Specials  . . 


6973 

659 


5685 


3365 


(d)  Re-treated  during  the  year 
as  the  result  of  periodical 


examination 

614 

(2) 

Half-days  devoted  to  Inspection  . . 

81 

,,  ,,  Treatment  . . 

741 

822 

(3) 

Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  . . 

• • 

7113 

(4) 

Fillings,  Permanent  Teeth 

4140 

,,  Temporary  Teeth 

348 

4488 

(5) 

Extractions,  Permanent  Teeth 

348 

,,  Temporary  Teeth 

5837 

6185 

(6) 

Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions 

17 

(V) 

Other  operations,  Permanent  Teeth 

285 

,,  ,,  Temporary  Teeth 

265 

550 


Group  V. — Uncleanltness  and  Verminous  'Conditions.  

(i.)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year 

by  the  School  Nurses  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  8 

(li .)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools 

by  School  Nurses  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  26784 

(iii.)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  ..  ..  1412 

(iv.)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by 

the  Local  Education  Authority  ..  ..  ..  ..  124 

(v.)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  . . Nil 

( b ) Under  School  Attendance  Byelaws  . . Nil 
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SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 


Table  I. — Return  of  Medical  Inspections,  Year  ending 
Slst  December,  1923. 


A. — Routine  Medical  Inspection 


Age 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

Total 

Boys  . . 

15 

86 

65 

78 

63 

34 

. . 

341 

Girls  .. 

10 

58 

101 

82 

96 

107 

2 

456 

Totals 

25 

144 

166 

160 

159 

141 

2 

797 

B. — Other  Inspections 


Number  of 

Special  Inspections. 

Re-Examinations 
(».«..  No.  of  Children 

Re  examined). 

Boys 

Girls 

•• 

• « 

2 

Totals 

•• 

• • 

2 

*75 


Table  II. — Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  for  the  Year  ended 

31st  December,  1923- 


DEFECT  OR  DISEASE. 


Skin 


Malnutrition 
I fjnoleanliness 

Ringworm— Scalp 
Body 

Scabies  . . 

Impetigo. . 

Other  Diseases  (Non- 
Tubercular) 
i Blepharitis 
Conjunctivitis 
Keratitis  . . 

Corneal  Opacities 
Defective  Vision 
Squint 

Other  Conditions  . 

{Defective  Hearing 
Otitis  Media 
Other  Ear  Diseases 
Enlarged  Tonsils  only 
Adenoids  only 


3ar 


Nose 

and 

Throat 


f-jungs 


(Tuber- 

culosis 


Nervous 

(System 

Defor- 

mities 


Other  Conditions  . . 

.inlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non-Tuber 
oulous) 

>efective  Speech 
ifeeth  —Dental  Diseases 

f Heart  Disease — 

Organic 
Functional 
VAneemia 
( Bronchitis 

j Other  Non-Tuberculous 
v Diseases 

'Pulmonary — 

Definite 
Suspected 
Non-Pulmonary — 

Glands 
Spine 
Hip  .. 

Other  Bones  and  Joints 
Skin .. 

Other  Forms 
Epilepsy  . . 

Chorea 

Other  Conditions 
f Rickets  . . 
j Spinal  Curvature 
I Other  Forms 
er  Defects  and  Diseases 


CODE  GROUPS. 

SPECIALS. 

Number  requir- 

Number  requir 

ing  to  be  kept 

ing  to  be  kept 

referred  for 

under  obser- 

referred  for 

under  obser- 

treatment. 

vation  but  not 
referred  for 

treatment. 

vation  but  not 
referred  for 

treatment. 

treatment. 

1 

2 

17 

i 

64 

i 

4 

l 

2 

15 

13 

2 

16 

1 

62 

3 

15 

22 

19 

-aural  uumucr  ui  uunuren  tuuiiu  ru  require  ntxrnut 

Percentage  of  children  requiring  treatment,  19-9. 


159 


176 


c 


I 


Table  IY.— Return  of  Defects  treated  during  the  Year  ending 
31st  December,  1923. 

i 

Group  I.-  Minor  Ailments. 

! . . 

1 ' i . , 

i . . j • » ; ■ 

NIL. 


Group  II.— Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 


Number  of  Defects  dealt  with. 

1 

Defect  or  Disease. 

Under  the 
Authority's 
Scheme. 

Submitted  to 
refraction  by 
private  prac- 
titioner or  at 
hospital, apart 
from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

• . > 

Otherwise. 

•> 

f 

Total. 

Errors  of  Refraction 
(including  Squint  . . 

37 

* ‘ 

* ‘ 

37 

Other  Defects  or 
Diseases  of  the  Eyea 

3 

1 

3 

Total 

40 

•• 

40 

I , 

Total  number  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ..  ...  36 

( b ) Otherwise 

Total  number  of  children  who  obtained  or  received  spectacles  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  ..  ..  20 

(b)  Otherwise  ..  ..  ..  . 

. \ 
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Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Received  Operative  Treatment. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme  in 
Clinic  or 
Hospital. 

By  Private 
Practitioner 
or  Hospital, 
apart  from  the 
Authority's 
Scheme. 

Total. 

Received 
other 
forms  of 
Treatment. 

Total 

number 

Treated. 

2 

• 

2 

2 

Group  IY. — Dental  Defects. 

(1)  Number  of  children  who  were  : — 

(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist : (b)  Found  to  require  treatment  22 

(Including  specials.) 


Routine  Age  Groups  Nil.  (c)  Actually  treated  ..  ..  22 

Specials  ..  ..22  (d)  Re-treated  ..  ..  ..  Nil. 

(2)  Half-days  devoted  to  Inspection  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil. 

„ ,,  Treatment  (approximately)  ..  4 

4 

(3)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  . . . . . . 137 

(4)  Fillings,  Permanent  Teeth  . . . . . . . . . . 112 

,,  Temporary  Teeth  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil. 

112 

(5)  Extractions,  Permanent  Teeth  ..  ..  ..  ..  30 

,,  Temporary  Teeth  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

31 

(6)  Administrations  of  general  ancesthetics  for  extractions  . . 1 

(7)  Other  operations,  Permanent  Teeth  . . . . . . 24 

,,  ,,  Temporary  Teeth  ..  ..  ..  Nil. 

24 


Group  V.— Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 

(i.)  Average  number  of  visits  per  School  made  during  the  year 

by  the  School  Nurses  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

(ii.)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools 

by  Sohool  Nurses  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1222 

(iii.)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  . . . . 19 

(iv.)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made  by 

the  Local  Education  Authority  . . . . . . . . Nil. 

(v.)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken : — 

(а)  Under  tho  Education  Act,  1921  ..  Nil. 

(б)  Under  School  Attendance  Byelaws  . . Nil. 
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